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PREFACE. 



If I have determined to publish 
this book, it is neither because I am 
labouring under an illusion respecting 
the military impinH^QCe of the late 
war in La Vend^<i,,n6r because I fancy 
that I have so particularly distin- 
guished myself in this war, as to in- 
duce me to select for publication the 
present episode of my life in prefer- 
ence to any other. 

But if this last campaign in La 
Vend^ be unimportant, in a military 
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believe to be the exact truth. Part of 
my narrative is founded upon official 
documents still in my possession ; the 
remainder I obtained from persons 
upon whose veracity I can depend. 
Many of the circumstances were re- 
lated to me by the Duchess of Berri 
herself. 

Paris, September 10th, 1833. 
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sufficiently numerous to awe its enemies into 
peace ? General Lafayette's plan was there- 
fore perfectly logical in its conception, and 
very possible of execution. 

A residence of two months in the de- 
partments of Loire-inferieure, Morbihan, 
and I\Iaine-et-Loire, convinced Alexandre 
Dumas that it was not onlv an excellent 
measure to adopt, but likewise that its exe- 
cution was urgent. He had seen scattered 
on all sides, those seeds of civil war which 
germinate so powerfully in the soil of La 
Vendue. He had passed through royalist 
crowds publicly assembled at the Chateaux 
of Combouros, Herbiers, and Boissiere du 
Dore, He had designated by name the 
modern Bonchamps and D'Elb(*es, who 
were to take a part in the new civil 
war ; and, aided by the counsels of men 
inhabiting the country, he had pointed out 
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the means of preventing such war. Unfor- 
tunately, on his return to Paris^ a reaction 
had already taken place in the government ; 
General La&yette had preserved a mere nch 
minal influence in the new administration, 
and could therefore only refer his agent to 
M. Guizot, Minister of the Interior. 

This statesman listened to the information 
afforded him, with that self-sufficiency which 
every one knows him to possess; and re<* 
plied, that he also had felt the pulse of La 
Vendue, and, having found it rather i(gi- 
tated, had despatched an excellent physician 
to its relief in the person of M. de Saints 
Aignan, Prefect of Nantes. 

Under any other circumstanoes, or in any 
other province, the choice of M. de Saintr 
Aignan would have been a proof of sagacity 
on the part of the government ; M. de Saint- 
Aijgnan being both an honest man and 
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an able administrator. But he was the 
last man who ought to have been appointed 
prefect of Nantes, because he is connected, 
through his family, with the entire Vendean 
aristocracy. Thus, he had scarcely reached 
that city, before he so strongly felt the de- 
licacy of his situation, that he tendered his 
resignation, which was refused. iVl.de Saint- 
Aignan was therefore placed between his 
affections and his duty ; nevertheless, such 
was his probity, that not a single indivi- 
dual at Nantes ever doubted that on all 
occasions he made his affections yield to 
his duty. It was not however less an error 
in the Government to have appointed him ; 
for at the very outset he excited mistrust, over 
which his long and at last well-known in- 
tegrity could alone triumph. It is true that 
at the period when every one did him jus- 
tice, he was brutally dismissed, and M. Mau- 
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rice Duval appointed in his stead. The 
extraordinary reception of the latter gentle- 
man at Nantes, which we shall relate in its 
proper place, shows that there was a unani- 
mity of feeling towards him as powerful, if 
not so flattering, as that entertained towards 
M . de Saint-Aignan. 

Alexandre Dumas, not discouraged by the 
minister's reception, carried his report to 
the king, who after reading it, told him 
that he had looked upon such matters with 
the eye of a poet. 

** Sir," he replied, ** the Latins termed 
poets Vatesr On saying this he withdrew. 

On his return to his own house, he found 
a letter from General Lamarque, military 
commandant of La Vend^, requesting to 
see him on the same day, this general having 
been made acquainted with his return by 
General Lafayette. 
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In the evening he waited on General La- 
inarquc, who next day set out for Nantes, 
but whose dismissal followed him some hours 
after, and reached him at Angers. 

This dismissal was the result of one of 
those contemptible combinations which mi- 
nisters pompously decorate with the term 
of " high political views ;'' and I think the 
following explanation will show that my 
assertion in this respect is well founded. 

Our revolution, which had been so instan- 
taneous, and which we had, at first, consi- 
dered so complete, had made its cry of 
freedom resound through Belgium, and Italy, 
and Poland. These nations had called out 
loudly, " France, help us !" and such an ap- 
peal is always heard by the French nation. 
The most lively popular sympathy had con- 
secpiently burst forth in our cities and our 
provinces, in favour of those revolutions 
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which resembled ours, being partial eruptions 
at a distance from tiie great volcano, whose 
centre was at Paris. Shouts of *' Italy, Bel- 
gium, Poland, for ever!" filled our streets, 
and entered through every door and window, 
even into the royal palace, and into the 
palaces of the king s ministers. At this 
period the great voice of the people was 
still listened to, and they who governed 
were forced to promise, upon their honour, 
that the nationality of Belgium, and Italy, 
and Poland, should not perish. 

At length the shouts of joy uttered by 
foreign patriots became cries of distress ; 
it was time to save Belgium by uniting it 
to France, Italy by sending to its aid one of 
those old generals* who would have shown 

* Marshal Mai8on> ambassador at Vienna, so 
staongly lUt the neceatitf of tsbh a measure, th$t 
he proposed to the government to place twenty thou- 
sand men in observation upon the frontier of Pied- 
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the way thither to a new army, and Poland, 
by effecting a diversion to the Czar's projects, 
and promoting, which was then very easy, a 
rising in Turkey on the one hand, and 
in Persia on the other.* We then should 
have left Russia, thus placed within a tri- 
angle of enemies, to get out of the scrape in 
the best manner she could, and have carried 
to the other tw^o nations, our neighbours, the 
more efficacious aid of our presence and our 
armies. The people, always certain and 
powerful in instinct, so strongly felt the pos- 
sibility of effecting these three results, though 
they could not explain the means whereby, 
that they hailed with cries of applause the 

niont. This military demonstration would, in his 
opinion, alone prove sufficient to neutralize the in- 
fluence of Austria. 

* It is to this advice, which he was imprudent 
enough to give, that General Guilleminot was in- 
debted for his recall from the enihassy to Constanti- 
nople. 
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proclamation of the ministerial system of 
non-intervention, and the king's promise that 
the nationality of Poland should not be 
suffered to perish. 

The king and his ministers fully under- 
stood their situation : they must either de- 
clare war or become perjured ; — in the 
former case, they should come to a rupture 
with kings, in the latter, with the people. 
One sole alternative remained: this was to 
prove to the country that the French nation 
was too much occupied with its own con- 
cerns to be able to attend to those of other 
nations. This was like giving a man an 
inflammation of the bowels in order tkat, 
being absorbed by his own pain, he should 
be unable to sympathize in the pains of 
others. A trifling civil war in La Vend^ 
would marvellously second such views. It 
accordingly became expedient to withdraw 
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from that province, upon which such an 
experiment was to be tried, every man of 
firmness capable of putting down insur- 
rection at its very commencement, and every 
man of talent who might have been able 
to detect the real object of such insurrec- 
tion. Now General Lamarque, being gifted 
with both talents and firmness, time was not 
even allowed him, as we have before shown, 
to reach the place of his command. 

He w^as succeeded by General Bonnet ; 
and in the latter appointment the govern- 
ment also made a sad mistake. Bonnet is 
a man formed upon the same military 
model as Lamarque; — full of honour and 
experience — calm, resolute, capable of com- 
bining energy with moderation, a good ad- 
ministrator, and a man of first-rate military 
talent. He had scarcely reached Nantes, 
before he ])erceived in the surrounding de- 
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partmeBts revolt in progress of ostensible 
OTganization^ and, by means of its agents 
in that city, convei^ng thither as to a 
nudeus. General Bonnet considered it his 
duty, before he took any vigorous measures, 
to apply for instructions to the government. 
Ministers were not of his opinion, and 
directed him to temporise* General Bonn^ 
therefore sent in his resignation. 

General Solignac took his place ; and from 
that period, the affairs of La Vendee pro- 
ceeded according to the will of the ministers. 

Meanwhile, the government pursued a 
line of foreign policy in keefxing with that 
adopted at home. Loms-Philippe refused a 
king to Belgium, but gave it a queen ; and 
we purchased the alliance of Great Britain 
by leaving to that power a huntings-box on 
the Continent, as at the period wbra William 
the Conqueror possessed Nermendy. We 



16 TIIK DK'IIKSS OF J5EKKI 

had, moreover, sent a garrison to Ancona ; 
but to make the Holy Father forget the 
somewhat rude manner in which the troops 
composing it had knocked at the gates of 
the town, our soldiers received orders to 
look calmly on, with ported arms, at the 
hanging of the Romagnese patriots. We 
had allowed the capital of Poland to be 
taken, but our fears concerning the fate 
of tlie Poles were removed by tlie informa- 
tion that the most perfect order reigned at 
Warsaw. The Polisli martyrs might there- 
fore sleep undisturbed in their tombs. Thanks 
to tliis policy, there was no longer any 
doubt with regard to the peaceable deter- 
minations, if not to tlie pacific feelings of 
the Holy Alliance towards France. This 
was all we wanted ; our honour was satisfied 
bv it, after the manner, it is true, in which 
a man whose nose has been pulled calls out 
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his aggressor, and then makes him an apoli^y 
upon the ground. 

These promises of external peace, made 
under the concessions of our ministers, how- 
ever they may have caused the nation to 
blush, did not the less attain the desired end. 
A counter-revolutionary reaction had taken 
place, not only in the government but in 
public feeling; riots in the metropolis had 
indeed served as a protest against it, but 
ministers had resigned themselves to having 
the riots put down with grape-shot. The 
dvil war in La Vendue became therefore 
a useless superfluity, and the government 
thought that it was high time to bring it 
to a conclusion. 
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CHAPTER 11. 



It was at this period that I was appointed 
to the command of the military sub-division 
at Nantes. 

At my time of life, when a man may 
speak of himself with the same freedom 
he would use in speaking of another, I 
may be allowed to say, that my appointment 
was a proof that ministers w^ould no longer 
trifle with the insurgents of La Vendee. 
Forty-four years' service in Eurojie, in 
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Asia, in America, and in Africa — the giant 
battles in which I have shared, and com- 
pared with which our battles of the pre- 
sent day are mere skirmishes, have made 
me careless of life, and the sword fit lightly 
to my hand. Moreover, my disgrace under 
the restoration, during the existence of 
which I would not re-enter the service — 
the active part I took in the conspiracy of 
BeUbrt, in which I was near losing my head 
— ^and the promptitude with which I offered 
my services to the provisional government of 
July 1830, constituted a sure moral pledge 
to the government of the zeal with which 
I would smite the Chouans. I accordingly 
took my departure for Nantes. 

I was now about to see my old friends 
the Vend^ans once more ; but this time 
we were not to part without saying to each 
other some of those sharp words which tend 

c 2 
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to picire a man's body throup^h and thronc^li. 
The country was not wholly unknown to 
me ; the manner of fightint^; with its inha- 
bitants was familiar to me, and the cam- 
paigns I had served in Sjuiin, had kej)t me 
in o;ood jiraetiee of thi^ warfare of hec]i>;es and 
ravines ; a stupid and l)ad kind of waifare,. 
it is true, hut whicli it was necessarv to 
accept for want of a JHttej". 

So nuich lias Ikh;;) said of La WmkIcc 
within the la>t forty years, that no one is 
ignorant of the to]iogra])hic ])eculiarities 
which render its n]od(* of waging war dis- 
tinct from eveiy otiiei'. The ordinary the- 
ories of strategy are (juite inaj)plicahle to 
this French (/atalonia : war is here a game 
played with the sword, hy inspiration and 
by caprice, and the success (if which, in 
tljc two first means, de])ends upon physical 
courage, and in the last, upon chance. 



IS LA VENDUE. 21 

Nevertheless, I was far from imagining, 
and the result has shown that I was right, 
that this war would ever become so de- 
sperate, and so determined, as that of 1794. 
I have already explained how a new class of 
inhabitants, by gliding among the great land- 
owners, had introduced a point of opposition 
among the population ; and I will now show 
how a different cause had produced an effect 
absolutely similar among the peasantry. 

The eternal wars of Napoleon had, as we 
all know, necessitated conscriptional levies, 
which, during the latter part of his reign, 
had become more and more frequent. The 
five departments which the Chouans unite 
under the generic name of La Vend^, had, 
like every other department, been subjected 
to this species of decimation; and, among 
the individuals thus forced to follow the 
conqueror in his armed promenades, were 
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many of the children of La A^endee. Sucli 
among the latter as did not remain scat- 
tered over the field of battle, returned home 
with ideas very different from those with 
w hicli they had set out. Their notions had 
been changed by the new world they had 
lived in, and still more by their contact 
with men to whom hatred of tlie Bour- 
bons seemed a paramount duty. To these, 
tlie fall of Napoleon was a source of grief — 
the entrance of the allied troops, a disgrace ; 
and from this j)(4*iod they had maintained 
l)atriotic opinions, more deeply implanted 
in their bosoms by the constant sight of 
their crosses and their epaulets suspended 
over their mantel-i)ieces, than the feelings oi' 
their adversaries were nurtured bv the siirht 
of the bleedinix heart and Eiiu:iish carbine. 

Trade had likewise operated its work of 
iniproveniciit, beinj.»; cairieil on bv means of 

1 V » 



IN LA VENDUE. 23 

the new roads cut by Napoleon through beds 
of solid rock. And, in fact, on both sides 
bordering upon the highways, the most patri- 
otic spirit everywhere reigns ; but this feel* 
ing cools in proportion as you advance on 
either side into the less frequented parts of 
the country, and in • a short time totally 
disappears. Thanks to these n^w elements, 
which have operated in favour of our mo- 
dem ideas, the seeds of civil war have be- 
come less difficult to root out in La Vendue. 

The part of the country in which my new 
command lay, was more particularly the one 
upon whose inhabitants I most depended 
for support against rebellion. A great city 
formed its centre, and trade and industry 
threw forth diverging radii upon a circle of 
three or four leagues around it. The de- 
partment of the Loire-inf(§rieure is formed 
of a portion of Upper Britanny, the old 
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country of Mauge, that of Rctz, and the 
Upper and Lower Marches. It touches the 
department of Mayenne on the north-east, 
extends towards the vvest by a curve hue 
which separates it from tlie departments of 
Ile-et-Vilaine, and Morbihan, and reaches 
the sea on that side. On the south it runs 
like the head of a lance into La A'endce, 
whilst on the east it is divided from the 
department of Maine-et-Loire, and from La 
Vendee, by a line of separation, in the centre 
of which stands the pretty little town of 
Clisson serving as its advanced sentinel. It 
is divided into five districts, and fortv-five 
cantons ; its surface contains three hundred 
and thirty-six scjuare leagues ; it comprises 
two hundred and seven connnunes, and has 
three hundred and fiftv thousand inlialjit- 
ants. Its extreme breadth from north to 
south is about twentv-three ordinary leagues. 
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and its length from east to west about 
twenty-five. The Loire, entering its ter- 
ritory at Ingrande, runs through its length, 
and discharges itselT into the sea within 
sight of St. Nazaire and Paimboeuf. 

Nantes, its capital, is situated at the 
conflux of three rivers, upon an acclivity 
extending from east to west. To the south 
runs the Loire, to which the Erdre adds 
its waters after washing the northern flanks 
of the city. On the opposite side of its 
bridges and facing its quay, the S^vre- 
Nantaise, which runs from Parthenay, also 
£ei11s into the Loire. The verdant hills 
which surround the city^ are interspersed 
with picturesque country-houses, with white 
walls, and from the windows of which the 
movement of a population of eighty thou- 
sand inhabitants may be seen active and 
busy, in the three hundred streets of the 
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city, in its thirty squares, and from one end 
to the other of its eighteen bridges. 

In a military point of view, Nantes has 
no other means of defence than the arms 
and courage of its inhabitants. It is open 
on all sides ; rich and confident, as if civil 
war had never threatened to disturb its 
tranquillity. And yet its strategical situa- 
tion forms a most important point, as by 
means of its bridges, it unites the oppo- 
site banks of the Loire, and naturally be- 
comes tlie pivot of all operations under- 
taken in La Vendue on the one side, and 
in Britanny on the other. Thus, in three 
successive wars, it has formed the point 
constantly aimed at by the Vendean gene- 
rals. Its castle alone, built in the thir- 
teenth century, and flanked with towers, 
is secure from a coup-de-main, tliough not 
liom a rei!,ular siege. 
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There are, as I have akeadj stated, but 
few high roads throughout the country, and 
these are ahnost all modem. There are 
four on the right bank of the Loire, and 
only two on the left. 

The first, on the right bank, leads to Paris 
through Ancenis and Ange. 

The second, to Alen^on and Caen, through 
Chateaubriand. 

The third, to Rennes, through Nozai and 
Derval. 

The fourth to Brest, through Savenai. 

Those on the left bank lead : 

The first from Nantes to Rochelle through 
Montaigu. 

The second from Nantes to Paimboeuf. 

Besides these great highways, there exist 
secondary and cross-roads. Upon the right 
bank are one firom Ancenis to Redon, 
through Nort and Blain ; one to the same 
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place, from Chateaiil)ricuul, through Dci- 
val ; a third from Chatcaul)riand to Angers, 
through Cande; and a fourth from St. Ni- 
zaire to Rocli-Berraud, through Guerande, 
On the left bank, the cross-roads lead from 
Nantes : 1st, to Beau])reau, through A'^allet ; 
2nd, to Mortagne and Cholet, through 
Clisson ; 3rd, to tlie Sables-d'OIonne through 
Leg6 ; 4th, to Challans by MachecouL 

But these roads are scarcely more favoui- 
able to military operations than the smaller 
cross-roads. Bordered on either side with 
wide and deep ditches, bushes, and trees, 
sometimes between two sloj)es, they give 
the Chouans great facility in forming aml)us- 
cades on their whole length. Besides this, 
each individual estate, great and small, is 
surrounded with a hedge ; and these estates 
communicate with miv another, only bv 
mean> <)! >mall wickcls made oi the same 
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materials as the enclosure. The inhabitants 
of the country alone can discover these 
openings, termed 6chaliers ; and if pursued, 
can raise a wicket and replace it so as to 
render the spot where they passed im- 
perceptible to their pursuers. Thus, a 
Vendean, as I have already stated, foils 
every strategic calculation of the military 
art, especially when made for open plains. 

As for the army which you expect every 
instant to encounter, it vanishes like smoke, 
for in truth it has no existence. 

When a day is fixed on to strike a blow, 
at daybreak or even during the night, the 
tocsin is sounded in the village designated 
as the point of union. The neighbouring 
villages reply in the same manner, and the 
villagers quit their cottages, if it be in the 
night, or their ploughs if in the day, throw- 
ing upon their shoulder the gun which they 
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scarcely ever quit. Having stuffed their belt 
with cartridges, they tie their handkerchief 
round a broad-brimmed hat which shades 
their sun-burnt countenance ; stop at their 
church to utter a short prayer ; then, in- 
spired with a two-fold faith, in God and in 
the justice of their cause, they wend their 
way from all parts of the country to the 
common centre. Their chiefs soon arrive, 
who acquaint them with the cause of their 
being assembled ; and if the object be to 
attack some patriot column, these chiefs 
state the road which the column will pur- 
sue, and the hour it will pass. Then, 
when this information is well understood 
by all, the chief in command gives them 
the plan of the battle in the following 
words : 

** Eparpilkx runs, vu\s gars r 

" Scatter vourseh os ni\ tint* f( ilow s !" 
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Immediately each breaks, not from the 
ranksy but from the group, marches off his 
own way, proceeds onward with precaution 
and in silence, and in a short time every 
tree, every bush, every tuft of furze bor- 
dering either side of the high road, conceals 
a peasant with a gun in one hand and sup- 
porting himself with the other, crouched like 
a wild beast, without motion and scarcely 
breathing. 

Meanwhile, the patriot column, uneasy at 
the thought of some unknown danger, ad- 
vances towards the defile, preceded by scouts 
who pass without seeing, touch without feel- 
ing, and are allowed to go by scathless. 
But the moment the detachment is in the 
middle of the pass, jammed in between two 
sloping banks, as if it were in an immense 
rut, and unable to deploy either to the right 
or to the left, — a cry, sometimes an imitation 
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of that of an owl, issues from one extremity, 
and is repeated along the whole line of am- 
buscade. This indicates that each is at his 
post. A human cry succeeds, one of war and 
of death. In an instant each bush, each tuft 
of fiuv.e, glares with a sudden flash, and a 
shower of balls strike whole files of soldiers 
to the earth, without their being i?])le to per- 
ceive the enemies who slaugliter them, 'i'he 
dead and wounded lie piled upon each other 
on the road ; and if the cohunn is not thrown 
into disorder, and tlie voices of the oflScers 
are heard above the firing — if, in short, the 
troops attempt to grapi)le body to body with 
their assailants, who strike witliout showing 
themselves — if they climb the slope like a 
glacis, and scale the hedge like a w^all, the 
peasants have already had time to retire be- 
hind a second inclosure, w hence the invisible 
firing reconnneuces as murderous as before. 
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Should this second hedge be stormed in the 
same manner, ten, twenty, nay, a hundred 
similar intrenchments offer successive shelters 
to this destructive retreat : for the country 
is thus divided for the security of the chil- 
dren of the soil, which seems to show a ma- 
ternal solicitude for their preservation, by 
offering them a shelter everywhere, and their 
enemies everywhere a grave. 

What we have just stated explains how 
the convention, which had conquered four- 
teen armies commanded by kings and princes, 
could never pacify La Vendee, kept in a 
state of rebeUion by a few peasants; and 
how Napoleon, who dictated his will to the 
whole of Europe, could never succeed in get- 
ting his orders executed in three of the de- 
partments of France. 



D 
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CHAPTER III. 



I ARRIVED at Nantes on the 1st of May ; 
and, after calling upon General Solignac, my 
commanding officer, and upon the civil au- 
thorities, I set out to visit the cantonments 
under my command. 

These were divided into five military dis- 
tricts : three upon the right and two upon 
the left bank. The districts on the right 
bank were, Chateaubriand, Ancenis, and 
Savenai ; those on the left bank were, Ma- 
checoul and CHsson. 
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Each of these districts, commanded by a 
chef-de-bataillon, was the centre of several 
secondarj cantonments, variable at my will 
and according to the wants of the service. 
These secondary cantonments were under 
the command of captains ; and beyond them, 
still smaller detachments, commanded by 
lieutenants or sub-lieutenants, advanced like 
sentinels into the suspected country. 

These cantonments formed, round Nantes, 
a moving belt of about three thousand five 
faondred men.* By this arrangement, the 
regiments were made to acquire an exact 
knowledge of the country, as likely to be 
very useftil to them on the day of a battle. 
The thirty-seoond regiment of the line in 
particular, which has been so stationed ever 
since the banning of 18S1, is at present 

* When I arrived in tbe department, I had only at 
my dispoeal the 32nd r^ment of the line^ and a bat- 
talion of the d9th cantoned in the district of Clisson. 

D 2 
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as well acquainted with the worst passes 
of La Vendee as the most able of the Chouans. 
Besides this, it is excellent policy to station 
regiments in the same villages during several 
months in succession, as it leads to an in- 
timacy between the soldiers and the inha- 
bitants, and the former thereljy become ac- 
quainted with all the movements of the 
Chouans. 

In my first inspection of these districts, 
I perceived, by tlie movements of the pea- 
santry, and l)y the communications which I 
detected between Nantes and La Vendee, 
that an extensive insurrection was hatching, 
and would soon buist forth. The nobles were 
training the peasants to military exercises in 
their barns, and the popish priests not only 
did not sing, during the church service, the 
" Domine salvum fac regem Philippum,"* 

* See Appendix Nn. I. 
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but from the pulpit recommended Henry V. 
King of France, and Marie-Caroline, Regent, 
to the prayers of the faithful. The very air 
from La Vendue was impregnated with a 
smell of war, which we old soldiers know 
by instinct, no matter from what quarter 
it comes; and each puff of wind brought 
even into our guard-houses proclamations 
like the following : 

** Inhabitants of the Country, 
'^ The son of the r^cide, he whose 
bloody standard appeared like a sign of de- 
solation in your fields^ has at length thrown 
off the mask. He has just confessed his 
hatred of that holy religion which your 
lathers transmitted to you at the expense 
of their best blood. He had already permit- 
ted brigands to pull down churches, drag 
the sacred vessels through the streets of 
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Paris, and commit all sorts of abominations. 
This was, to him, only a first step in tlie 
career of sacrilege : learn now w^hat he has 
done ; ending as Bonaparte ended, he has 
dared to attack even the pope himself. Sol- 
diers w ho arc the blind instruments of his im- 
piety, have entered, as enemies, a city under 
the domination of the Holy See ; they sur- 
prised it by night, and the venerable chief of 
our religion has in vain protested against this 
liorrible crime. Oh ! do not doubt it — an 
avenging God is pursuing Louis-Philippe! 
This last crime has filled the measme of his 
iniquity, and the day of deliverance is ap- 
proaching. 

" France, so imhappy ever since the re- 
sumption of the revolutionary colours, will 
soon see its saviour ajipear, 

'" PRINTIN(i-()rFl('E OF Hi'ARV \V 
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Who this saviovr waa-^what duef was 
to become the leader of the dvil war, and 
head the insurrectioD^ was still unknown to 
US. Our doubts, however, upon this point» 
were soon set at rest. 

By a telegraphic dispatch, we w^re made 
acquainted with the appearance of the 
Dnchess of Berri, within sight of the French 
coast ; and the very next day, the Moniteur 
gave us an account of the riots at Mar- 
seilles. As these riots had been suppressed, 
and the Duchess not taken, it was evident 
that we should soon have her in La Vend^« 
I consequently gave directions to maintain 
the greatest vigilance upon the whole of our 
military line, convinced as I was that we 
should soon obtain positive inteUigence,^ 
concerning her motions. 

On the 24th of May I received, during 

* See Appendix, Nos. II, III, and IV. 
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the absence of General Solignac, the follow- 
ing report brought to me by an orderly of 
gendarmerie. It was addressed to my com- 
manding officer by General Mocquery, com- 
mandant of the department of La Vendee, 
and was the flash of the priming generally 
seen before the report of the gun is heard. 

'* Hoad-(]Uiirters, Bressuire, IMay 24th, 1832. 

" General, 

" A band of Carlists, about a hundred 
strong, conuiianded by Diot and Robert, 
was met yesterday at Amailloux and dis- 
persed by a nioveable detachment. A cer- 
tain M. Desm^nard, whose passport was de- 
livered to him at Saintes, and M. de Chierre, 
a chef-d escadron of the staff, formerly aid- 
de-camp to General Lauriston, and bearing 
a port-d'armes delivered at Niort, have been 
brought to jue at lire^suiiv, as forming part 



IN LA VBNDiE. 41 

of this band of rebels. I liave delivered 
them oTer to the Procureur du Roi, who has 
committed them to the common jail. M« de 
Chierre announces for this day (24th) a 
moyement of the legitimatists on every point 
of La Vend^ and of the south. 

** In haste, I have despatched orders for 
movements, and for redoubled vigilance on 
every point under my command. I will 
r^ularly report to you every thing that 
takes place. I have the honour, &c. 

" B. MOCQUERY, 

** Marechal de Camp. 
. '^ P.S. M. de Chierre was coming from 
Elxeuil (Deux Sevres), and had about him 
nine hundred francs, which the chef-de- 
bataiUon Chardron has been desirous of 
preserving to be returned to the person to 
whom it belongs. M. Desm6nard had only 
thirty -five francs." 
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I immediately despatched a copy of this 
report to the war minister, together with an 
account of the measures I had adopted to 
put down the movement of which M. de 
Chierre had given information, and which 
circumstances, then unknown to us, had 
caused to be adjourned. 

Next day (23rd) there came a fresh esta- 
fette, with another report from an officer of 
the 32nd, commanding tlie cantonment of 
Gucnrouet, addressed to his chcf-de-bataillon 
who commanded the district of Chateau- 
briand. All doubt was now removed : the 
Duchess of Berri had crossed the kingdom, 
and was in La Vendee. This report is the 
first official document announcing her pre- 
sence. I give it precisely as it reached us ; 
were I to alter its style its peculiar character 
would be destroyed. 
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'' Guennmct, May 26th, 1833. 

** Commandant, 
^ Yesterday, in the course of the day, 
M. de Cioislhi (Adolphe) the eldest son, sent 
to me to ask for an interview at eleven 
o'clock at night, in a wood a quarter of a 
league from Guenrouet, in order to converse 
about my own interests and those of the 
country. At eleven o'clock I was at the 
place appointed, which M. de Coislin reached 
a short time after. The following is, as 
nearly as possible, a summary of our con- 
ference, which lasted till midnight. 

^ I began by stating to M. de Coislin that 
if the things he had to confide to me were of 
a nature to oblige me to preserve secrecy, 
or to endanger in the slightest degree the 
safety of the country, I be^ed he would 
keep them to himself. 

" • Sir,' he replied ; * what I have to tell 
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you is known to every body, or at all events 
will soon be so. The Duchess of Berri is in 
this country, I give you my word of honour ; 
I have not seen her, but my father has seen 
and spoken to her. The riots which took 
place at ^Marseilles were got up only to draw 
the attention of Government to that point, 
whilst the duchess landed on another part of 
the coast, and crossed the whole of France 
in order to reach La W^ndce, where she now 
is.' 

" * AVell, Sir,' I said, ' we shall capture her, 
if she is in La Vendee.' 

" * Sir, we will niake a rampart of our 
bodies to protect her.' 

"* Sir, we will throw it down.' 

" ' Sir, the duchess has called to her 
standard all the persons who are devoted to 
her. She does not yet appear ; but she 
will do so shortlv, and n^store to her countrv 
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the happiness it has lost since the revolution. 
During the struggle in July 1830, my father 
and I had assembled some forces to march 
to the assistance of General Despinois; but 
the king would not accept our services, and 
we returned to our homes. For three months 
we remained quiet, in the hope that Louis- 
Philippe might perhaps render France happy ; 
but when we saw the turn which things 
took, we worked without intermission to 
reach the point we have now attained. Let 
us calmly reflect, Sir; civil war is a very 
cruel thing, and it is unfortunate to be ob- 
liged to have recourse to it ; but it will soon 
break out. We will not begin it; we will 
never begin to fire on the troops. They will 
challenge us with — " Who goes there ?" we 
will answer ** Friends ;" we will offer them 
our hands, and will invite them to join our 
ranks. Your military situation is a very 
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delicate one, Sir : you have on the one hand 
subordination and orders, and on the other 
your duty a§ a Frenchman. Will you fire 
at your countiyrnen ? The Duchess of Berri 
only, and her son, Henry V. can extricate 
France from the unhappy situation in which 
it is placed. We ought, therefore, all to 
co-operate towards the same end, by calling 
them among us, and thus contribute to the 
happiness of our country.' 

" After having listened, not without impa- 
tience, to such a discourse, I replied to the 
following effect. 

" ' You place the hapjriness of France, Sir, 
in a very different point of view from the 
one I have taken. It is useless to discuss this 
[)oint. I am a French officer, and my opi- 
nion, like that of every officer in the army, 
is, that whoever devotes himself to the ser- 
vice of his country is bound to shed every 
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drop of his Uood in its defence Rise, and 
attack us ; if on our challenge you reply 
' Friends !' we will tell you that we do not 
acknowledge any friends bearing the white 
flag; if you do not then retire, we will 
fire at you, because whoever takes up arms 
i^ainst his country ought to be considered 
an enemy. Under such circumstances you 
are no longer our countrymen. 

** * The more delicate my military situa- 
tion, the greater honour do I take to myself 
for conscientiously fulfilling all the obliga- 
tions it imposes. Moreover, Sir, subordina- 
tion and my duty as a Frenchman go hand in 
hand. My commanding oflScers will never 
give me any orders that can prevent me firom 
fidfiUing my duties as a French citizen. 

'' * I do not believe in the presence of the 
Duchess of Berri in La Vend^ ; and even if 
she were there, it would tend only to hasten 
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the signal of a war which you may rely upon 
it, Sir, will turn out entirely to the disad- 
vantage of your cause. I know not whether, 
by urging nie to meet you here, it was your 
intention to seduce me to join your party. 
I would gladly suppose, Sir, that, having 
been a soldier, such a thing would be too 
repugnant to your feelings. If, however, 
the contrary were the case, I should much 
pity the party obliged to support itself by 
such means. I wish you a good night. When 
we meet again. Sir, I trust we shall not be 
armed against each otlicr.' 

" * So do I,' he replied, ' but I fearit not/ " 
On the same day a copy of this report 
was forwarded to Paris, and the Moniteur of 
the 2nd of June informed the whole of 
France that the Duchess of Berri was al- 
ready in La Vendee, whilst the police were 
still in search of her in the south of France. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



This is, I imagine, the right place for 
giving some particulars which I have sines 
obtained, concerning the motives that in- 
duced the Duchess of Berri to return to 
France, her landing on the coast near Mar- 
sriUes, and her unobstructed journey through 
the south and west of France. 

Charles X., after his exile from France, 
and notwithstanding his abdication and that 
of his son, would never consent to give the 
title of R^nt to the Duchess of Berri, lest 

E 
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he should thereby be deprived of the direction 
of the education of the Duke of Bordeaux. 

The Duchess of Eerri, however, after she 
had formed the resolution of (juitting her 
family and entering France, but before she 
had fixed upon the time for doing so, ol)- 
tained from the ex-king, a letter dated from 
Edinburgh and addressed to the royalists of 
France, the object of which w^as to induce 
these latter to acknowledge Marie Caroline, 
Duchess of lierri, as Regent of tliat kingdom. 
Having got this letter, the duchess left 
England with a few courtiers wlio had re- 
mained faithful to her. On the 17th of June 
1831, she passed througli Holland. Having 
remained a day or two at f'rankfort, and the 
same i)erio(l at Mayence, she crossed Switzer- 
land, entered Piedmont, and, under the name 
of the Countess Sagana, at length stopped at 
Sestri, a small town situated twelve leagues 
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from Genoa, and forming part of the domi- 
nions of King Charles Albert. 

Her incognito was, however, quite useless, 
because it did not extend to the individuals 
.by whom she was accompanied. She might 
be traced from inn to inn ; for in every inn- 
keeper's book were to be seen the signatures 
of M. de M6nars, M. de Duras, and others 
of her suite. 

The royalists of France, who had been 
informed of the Duchess of Bern's ap- 
proach towards the French frontier, co- 
vered the roads of Lombardy and Pied- 
mont ; and every body knew her under the 
name of the Countess de Sagana. She her- 
self took no trouble to conceal her real 
name. Every Sunday she went to a church 
situated about two hundred yards from her 
place of residence, on foot, and generally 
through a lane of individuab attracted by 

E a, 
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the (Hiriosity of seeing her followed by the 
same suite that attended her at Paris, and 
her head covered with nothing but a piece 
of lace, termed by the Genoese ladies mcsaro, 
and which they put on with such graceful 
cocpietry. 

The P^cnch (Government was, therefore, 
.>oon made ac(|uainted with the presence of 
the Duchess of lierri in Piedmont, and took 
offence accordingly. M. de Cases, the French 
consul at Genoa, knew that the hotels of 
that city were crowded with Frenchmen, 
none of whom came to him to have their 
passports countersigned. The fact is, most 
of the royalists had obtained i)assports from 
foreign embassies, and having for a time 
become liritish, German, or Italian subjects, 
|)resented their passj)orts, under assumed 
names, at the embassies of their adopted 
nations. Thus, at the hotel of Malta, at 
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Grenoa, there were a dozen travellers of all 
nations in Europe, except France, who, 
when assembled together, spoke nothing but 
French, and with as pure an accent as M. 
de Cases himself. This gave the consul 
great annoyance, and he referred the matter 
to his government. A letter from the 
cabinet of the Tuileries was immediately 
addressed to the Sardinian government, 
complaining that Charles Albert was nurtur- 
ing a conspiracy in his dominions, which 
could be direkrted only against France. 

Charles Albert then wrote a letter to the 
Duchess of Berri, entering into the particulars 
of the political system adopted by foreign 
states with regard to France. He informed 
her that the sovereigns of Europe, too much 
harassed themselves by the popular discon- 
tent manifested in their own dominions, 
to meddle with other countries, so long as 
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it could be avoided, were un\villin5f to \vas;e 
a war of principles with France, as they 
should be but badlv seconded bv their own 
subjects. It was their intention, however, 
to unite against tlie French nation on the 
slightest aggression whicli could allbrd them 
a plausible pretence for doing so, Tliis long 
diplomatic letter concluded by a polite re- 
quest, tlie motives for wliich were stated at 
length, but which was not less a j)eremptory 
order, tliat the ducluss would quit the 
Sardinian states, her residence in them liav- 
ing become too notorious. But she might 
return thither whenever she thought proper 
to do so, under a stricter incognito, so that 
the King ol' Sardinia might be able to deny 
to Louis-Philippe that she was in his do- 
minions. 

This letter exasperated the duchess, whose 
indeiiendent and despotic character would 
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lead her to undergo any kind of danger and 
fatigue rather than support the slightest 
contradiction to her will. She could not 
comprehend how Charles Albert, whom she 
had seen with epaulets of red wool, join, as a 
volunteer, the French army destined to con- 
quer Spain, could so soon foi^t the kind 
reception he had met with at the court of 
Charles X.; and how, eight years after, 
having himself become a king, he could 
order her to quit his dominions. This letter 
was a source of humiliation to which she 
constantly alluded in her conversation with 

! 

those Frenchmen who went to Sestri to I 

receive her commands. 

*' Royalty is disappearing," she said to 
one of them, ** like architecture. My great- 
grandfather built palaces, my grandfather 
built houses, my father built huts, and my 
brother will no doubt build rats'-nests. But 
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I 



5() THE DUCHKSS OF BKIIKI 

God willing, my son, when it comes to his 
turn, shall build palaces again." 

At length the duchess made up her mind 
to leave Piedmont, pledging herself to the 
royalists, whose visits she had received at 
Sestri, to enter France at their very first call, 
and whenever they thought a favourable 
opportunity offered. After staying a few 
days at Modena, she went through Tuscany, 
and proceeded to Rome. It was at this 
period that the Pope presented Deutz to her. 

Meanwhile, the individuals who surrounded 
the Duchess of Beni, every one of whom 
held by anticipation very important ap- 
pointments under the regent Marie Caroline, 
hastened, with all their i)owers of persua- 
sion, her landing upon the coast of France, 
'i'o effect this purpose, a sort of league was 
formed amono* these individuals, to conceal 
from the duchess all nev»'s which did not 
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exactly tally with their views. The ac- 
counts from France which represented the 
success of an insurrection as a thing im- 
possible, even for an instant, were care- 
fiilly kept from her, or else softened down, 
whilst every thing that could encourage 
her to make the attempt was greatly ex- 
aggerated. 

Nevertheless, every prudent man, how- 
ever warmly he might be attached to the 
restoration of her son, wrote to her not to 
come. The western provinces could not 
assume any influence over the destinies of 
France, unless supported either by a rising , 
in the south or by a foreign invasion. In 
the former case, these provinces would, 
through Bordeaux, become connected with 
Marseilles, and Toulouse, and thus one half 
of France would declare for Henry V. ; in 
the latter, the duchess, , who had constantly 
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evinced a strong repugnance to a restoration 
like those of 1814 and 1815, would throw 
herself, with her son, into La Vendee, pro- 
test against foreign armies entering France, 
rally the nation around her, and march at 
its head against the common enemy. Of 
these two ])lans, one was almost sure, the 
other almost national. 

Unfortunately for her royal highness, the 
private interests of those hy whom she was 
surrounded obscured the political atmospliere 
through wliich she beheld France, The 
chance of foreign invasion was lost, from the 
very moment when the French Government, 
yielding to the policy imposed by foreign 
cabinets, had allowed the Italian patriots to 
be hanged, and those of Poland to be 
butchered. It was the least thing that the 
grateful foreign potentates could do, after 



IN LA VENDUE. 59 

coDcessions so little in harmony with the 
system of non-intervention, and after the 
royal speech, to allow Louis-Philippe quietly 
to retain his rank among the crowned 
members of the Holy Alliance. The chance 
of an insurrection in the south was there- 
fore the only one that remained. 

The consequence of all this was that the 
duchess's little court used all their eloquence 
in persuading her that the whole of France 
was ready to rise in her favour. The dis- 
content in the south was described to her 
as a flagrant insurrection, the fidelity of La 
Vendue as an organized rising, and the re- 
publican movement as a royalist revolt. She 
was therefore completely deceived with re- 
gard to public feeling in France ; and this, 
together with her own adventurous and 
restless character, contributed, with the per- 
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sonal interests of her courtiers, to hasten 
the moment of lier enterj)rise, which she 
lias herself since termed a foolish attempt. 

Moreover, some recently received letters 
from France contained such promises of 
fideh'ty to her, that they added consider- 
ably to her illusion, ^^'e have these letters 
before us, and the blindness or imprudence 
of those who wrote them seems to us almost 
incredible. It is true, that these same in- 
dividuals deserted the ducliess the moment 
they found that there was any danger in 
remaining with her. One of them, a peer 
of France, a man who well knew the country, 
and whose opinion at such a juncture was 
jieremptory, wrote to her to beg she would 
hasten the moment of our dd'wcranvt ! 

** Let your royal highness but come to 
La Vendee, and you shall see that my belly, 
though of European fame froni its si/e. w ill 
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not prevent me from leaping both hedges 
and ditches.*** 

Another from the Marqub de Coislin 
arrived in December 1831. We are igno- 

* G^eneral Dermoncourt, no doabt to spare the feel- 
ings of an individual whom he may sometimes meet in 
society, has omitted the name of the very delicate 
author of this letter; but as we have no scruples of 
the same kind, and the letter itself is in the hands of 
the French Gkivemment, we here state that the writer is 
M. Humbert de Sesmaisous, Peer of France, a gentle- 
man as remarkable for the emptiness of his head as for 
the enormity of his paunch — ^the largest in France, 
perhaps in all Europe. He is truly an '^ Epicuri de 
grege porcus ;" swinish in his manner of feeding, in his 
habits, and, as our fair readers may perceive by his let- 
ter, in his mode of writing, even to a lady of the high- 
est rank and lineage. Nevertheless he is a staunch 
aristocrat and a most obsequious courtier, though his 
notions of courtly bearing are not such as would find 
favour among the noble dames who grace the court of 
William IV. 

A ludicrous anecdote is related of this gentleman. 

Whenever he travels by the diligence — for peers of 
France sometimes use such a conveyance — ^he takes two 
places, in order that he may find plenty of room for his 
rotundity. On one of these occasions, having sent his 
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rant of its c(jntcnts, but the answer of the 
duchess * enables us to guess them. 

" I have long known, my dear de Coislin, 
the zeal and devotion of you and yours to 
my son's cause ; and it is a pleasure to me 
to repeat to you, that on many future oc- 
casions I shall depend entirely upon you, as 
you may also depend upon my gratitude. 

"Marie Caroline." 

*' December I4th, 1831." 



Such counsels were, it must be admitted, 
well calculated to mislead a woman whose 
character naturally urged her to dangerous 

servant to bespeak the usual number of places, the 
])oor man took one in the interior and the other in the 
cou])e. It seems that these were the only two left. 
Now, as i\r. de Sesmaison could not divide himself into 
two parts, the vehicle started without him. Tlie con- 
sequence was that his journey was deferred, and the 
luckless author of the mistake discharged. — Th. 
'' Sei/.ed at the ('iiateau of La ('haslirre. 
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undertakings. It was therefore decided, that 
public feeling towards her in France had 
reached the necessary degree of maturity; 
and all was accordingly prepared for the 
great undertaking so impatiently looked for 
by the supporters of legitimacy. The roya- 
lists of France, more especially those in the 
south and the west, were therefore warned 
to hold themselves in readiness. 

The letter forwarded to them was written 
in sympathetic ink. We give it, with its 
translation ; the phrase by which it was 
deciphered is the following ; — " Lorsqu'il est 
du droit commun."^ (When it appertains to 
the comman law.) It contains twenty-four 
letters, substituted for the twenty-four let- 
ters of the alphabet. 



I 1 1 mil 2 12 
* Lorsqu'il est du droit commun. 

Abcdef gh ijk Im nopqr stu t x y. 
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112 II 2 

" Je ferai savoir a dldoqc I /iJi(/tc (/o t 

1112 II 1 111 

Ujddqc qo I dnrd que sq cmec qd utldr^q ; 
1 1 1 I 11 III 1 1 1 I I 11 

(Aqoltqc mrmc ormt iiletq otqdstq dqc Itiiqc 

aussitot que vous aurez recu cet avis, et 

comptez que vous le recevrez probablement, 

I 1 1 1 I I 1 1 1 I 

sm. 2. Im, 3. ule olrrlled : ce dqc rnntteqtc 

1 I I 1 I I 2 I II 

dq onnmreqdo passer, le l)ruit omodcr mnnc 

II 12 i I I n I 2 11 1 

edcotmetrto sq urd Itttmqq qo mrmc ulctcqc 

] I 1 I 11 112 1 

otqdstq dqc liuqc cldc tqolts, 

" Marie Caroline." 

^' 15 Avril, 1832/' 



Which being deciphered, stands thus in 
French : — 

" Je ferai savoir a Naydcs, a Angcns, et a 
RcuncSy et a Lyons ^ que je suls en France ; 
prcparez vous pour faire prendre les amies 
aussitot que vous aurez re^u cet avis, et 
comptez que vous le recevrez jnobablcrnent 
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du 2 au 3 Mai prochain : si les courriers ne 
pouvait passer, le bruit public vous instruiroit 
de mon arrivie et vous Jeriez prendre les 
armes sans retard.** 

'' I will make known at Nantes, at Angers, 
and at Rennes, and at Lyons, that I am in 
France. Prepare to take arms as soon as 
you receive this intelligence^ which you will 
probably do from the 2nd to the 3rd of May 
next. If the couriers should be unable to 
pass, public report will acquaint you with 
my arrival, and you will take arms without 
delay. 



" Marie Caroline.' 

April 15, 1832.' 



On the 21st of April following, the duchess 
signed the following commission, which she 
wrote entirely herself : — 

*^ I will accept and reward all services 
rendered to my son, and especially those of 

F 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Francois Tournier, whom 
I hereby appoint Colonel. 

" Marik Caromnk." 

"Missa, April 21st, 1832." 

On the same day she embarked on board 
of the steamer Carlo-Alberto, where she 
signed a second commission as follows : — 

" I promise to reward all services ren- 
dered to my son, and especially those of the 
chef-de-bataillon Chartier, whom I hcrebv 
appoint Lieutenant-Colonel. 

" Approved, 

" Marik Carolink." 

'^ April 23rd, 1832." 

The steamer touched at (Jenoa, put again 
to sea on the same day, and on the 29th was 
off Marseilles. During the night of the 29th 
the insurrection was to have broken out in 
that city. 

The weather was, however, unfavourable 
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to landing upon the coast. There was a 
heavy swell, it blew very fresh, and an at- 
tempt to near the land any where except 
in the roadstead of Marseilles, would ex- 
pose the vessel to great danger. The cap- 
tain, nevertheless, offered the duchess to run 
the risk ; but she formally objected to it, 
requesting only that a boat iflight be low- 
ered, as she was resolved to attempt a land- 
ing on the coast. For a considerable time 
the captain refused to comply; but it is 
a peculiarity in the character of the Duchess 
of Berri, to adhere more strongly to her 
resolutions when any opposition is offered 
to them; and, seeing the captain's resist- 
ance to her will, she gave peremptory orders 
to lower the boat. The conunander of the 
steamer had now no alternative but to obey. 
The vessel was freighted by her royal 
highness, and was, therefore, under her 

F 2 
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controul. Moreover, the reasons she gave 
were sacred : she had, she said, lierself fixed 
the liour for the insurrection, and slie would 
not fail to he ])resent at that hour ; she 
would not be deterred from keeping her 
word by the feai* of a danger wliicli cer- 
tainlv existed, but was not insurmountahle, 
and thus place tlie throne of her son in 
jeojiardy, as well as tlie lives of tliose who 
were about to hazard all in her cause. 

The captain, therefore, had the boat low- 
ered ; two persons entered it with the duch- 
ess : namely, RI. de Mcnars and TJeneral de 
liourmont. The rowers took iiRir seats, 
and the frail bark, sej^arating from the stea- 
mer, disajipeared between two mountains of 
water, then rose upon tlu^ top of a wave 
like a flake of foam. 
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CHAPTER V. 



It was by a miracle that so slight a vessel 
was able, during three hours, to resist so 
heavy a sea. The duchess on this occa- 
sion was what she always is in real dan- 
ger — calm, and almost gay. She is one of 
those frail, delicate beings whom a breath 
would be supposed to have power to bend, 
and yet who only enjoy existence with a 
tempest either over their head or in their 
bosom. 
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At length the tlireo adventurous pas- 
sengers from tlie Carlo-Alberto, were landed 
on the coast without being perceived, for 
night liad begun to set in. Not daring 
to enter any house, they resolved to pass 
the night where they were. The duchess, 
having wrapped herself in a cloak, lay down 
under the shelter of a rock, and fell asleep, 
whik' M. de Menars and (icneral Bourmont 
kept watch over her till day-light. 

Th(^ first glance which the twilight al- 
lowed them to cast upon the city, satisfied 
ihe Duchess of Berri that her instructions 
had l)een followed. The white flag had 
replaced the tiicolour upon the (hurch of 
St. Laurent, and the alarm-bell, whose deep 
tones escajKHl from the old church, now 
vibrated fearfully through the air. It rc- 
ijuired almost the exertion of manual strength 
to prevent her from enterinj:^ Marseilles. Her 
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companions, however, succeeded in prevailing 
upon her to wait some short time longer. 
Soon after, a numerous crowd was perceived 
pressing forward upon the esplanade of La 
Tourette, and looking towards the sea^ to 
try to discover the steamer Carlo-Alberto ; 
for a report had been spread through the 
city, that the Duchess of Berri and General 
Bourmont were on board of this vessel, and 
that the Regent and the Marshal were 
coming to second the l^timatist movement 
which had just been effected. 

At eight o'clock the adventurous duchess 
and her companions heard the drums beating 
to arms in every part of the city. This con- 
tinued till eleven, without any report of fire- 
arms being mingled with it; then all was 
again silent. At nine, the tricolour flag had 
resumed its place upon the church of St. 
Laurent ; at twelve, the crowd assembled on 
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the esplanade of La Tourette, disjiersed at 
the siglit of the National Guard and the 
troops of the line, whose arms the duchess 
saw glitteiing in the sun's rays, upon the 
terrace. 

At two in the afternoon, a frigate left tlie 
harbour, henring the tricolour flag, and 
standing out under a ))ress of sail. She 
rajmlly a])proachcd the steamer, whicli then 
api)eared aliout four leagues from shore, 
floating, like a Imoy, u])on the waves. The 
Cnrlo-Alberto on perceiving the frigate, 
seemed to arouse from her slumber ; at first 
she began to move gently, as if in the act 
of awaking, then she suddenly started off 
with great speed, and soon disappeared in 
the direction of Toulon. 

All these were unfavourable sym])toms 
for the duchess and her companions. To 
have remained anv lont>ei' where tliev then 
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were, would have been the -height of im- 
prudence; General Bourmont, therefore, 
proposed to her royal highness to enter 
a hut which they saw at a little distance, 
whilst he went on a journey of discovery. 
This hut belonged to a charcoal-burner. 

At four o'clock, Greneral Boumiont returned 
with the following intelligence : During the 
whole of the night of the 29th and the morn- 
ing of the 30th, mobs of legitimatists had 
assembled, and paraded through all parts of 
the city, carrying a white flag, and shouting, 
" Vive Henri V. !" At three in the morning, 
some armed men had entered the church of 
St. Laurent, after having obtained the keys 
by force, and had planted the white flag upon 
it in lieu of the tricolour. Other armed 
men had proceeded to the Patoche and to the 
watchouse, had torn the tricolour flag from 
them, and had dragged it through the mud. 
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liut by far tlie greater number of the in- 
surgents bad gone to the Palais de Justice, 
shouting, "\^ive la Ligue !" '* Vive Henri V. !" 

A sub-lieutenant of the 13th, on duty 
there, summoned the crowd to disperse, and, 
on a refusal to comply made by its ring- 
leader. Colonel de Lachaud, he seized the 
latter by the collar, and, after a violent strug- 
gle, dragged him into the guard-house. A 
general ** ^auvc f/iii pcuf was then heard, 
and during the rout three other individuals 
were taken : these turned out to be M. de 
CandoUe, M. Laget de Podio, and M. Che- 
valier. 

The patriotic feelings manifested l)y the 
majority of the population, and the little 
sympathy these legitimatist demonstrations 
had excited, was of l)ad augury for the suc- 
cess of the enterprise. Scarcely two hun- 
dred (arlists had taken a part in the move- 
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ment, although there were six or eight 
thousand in the city; and it was probable 
that the other towns in the south would not 
rise unless Marseilles, their queen dty, set 
them the example. This was disastrous 
intelligence, and the duchess and her little 
council eagerly consulted as to what was 
best to be done. A determination of some 
kind was urgent, for their situation was very 
precarious, and the danger increased every 
moment. To add to their misfortune, the 
disappearance of the Carlo-Alberto had cut 
off their retreat by sea, and they had, there- 
fore, only a choice of two alternatives left : 
either to pass through the country sepa- 
rating the Rhone from the Alps, cross these 
mountains, and descend into Piedmont ; or, 
turning westward, to cross France in nearly 
its whole breadth, and take shelter in La 
Vendue. This latter plan, though the most 
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dangtM'ous in its execution, had, at least, 
a chance of success in its result, and was, 
therefore, chosen hy the duchess. She de- 
clared, that since she had entered France, she 
would not leave it, and, \\ ith the rapidity 
always attendant upon her resolves, gave 
orders for immediate (lei)artuie. She was 
desirous of takiui^ advaiitaw of the darknes> 
of tlu^ niu'ht to make the fust staae as lontr 
as possible. They had neit)jer liorse, nor 
mule, nor carriage ; but the duchess de- 
clared that she was a verv aood walkei*. 
Nothing was now wanting but a guide ; 
and the ovvr.er of the hut havintr olfercd 
his services, the mother of Henry V^. re- 
ified by repeating her oi'ders ibr instant 
departure. 

The duchess of I^erri had a friend residinir 
in tlu* neighb«)Ui'h 'od of ]\lont|)(Hier. u])ou 
\\ hose fidelitv and a(la< hnnnt ^\\r / nuld de- 
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pend.* It was therefore advisable to reach 
his house as soon as possible ; but as the high 
roads were, no doubt, already guarded, and 
a woman and two men of the appearance of 
the princess and her companions, travelling 
on foot, whether they journeyed by day or 
by night, could not possibly escape the atten- 
tion of the police, her royal highness asked 
the guide, if he knew of any road through 
the mountains, and on his replying in the 
affirmative, exclaimed, '* Then lead the way." 
The little party now left the sea-shore. 
The night was dark, and they could dis- 
tinguish Marseilles at the other extremity of 
the bay, only by its numerous lights, which 
twinkled like stars. Now and then a mur- 
mur arose from the agitated city, and being 
carried forward by a low and humid current 

* My reasons for not naming this friend and his 
place of residence, may easily be conceived. 
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of air, reached the ears of the travellers. 
Then the duchess would turn round, cast 
another parting glance towards the city of 
her lost hopes, and again resume her weari- 
some journey with a sigh. These symptoms 
of regret did not, however, last long ; and no 
sooner had she lost sight of Marseilles, than 
she seemed to have forgotten her disappoint- 
ment, and to think of nothing but the road, 
the difficulties and ruggedness of which in- 
creased with every step of her progress. 
The night was so dark, that the travellers 
could with difficulty see where they placed 
their feet ; and in this way they walked on 
during five consecutive hours. The guide 
then stopped; every trace of the pathway 
had disappeared, and the ])arty found them- 
selves in the midst of rocks, with a few 
stunted olive trees scattered here and there. 
The guide betrayed evident marks of in- 
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decision, and, on*being questioned by the 
travellers, at length confessed that he had 
deviated from the path, the darkness having 
prevented him from following it, and that 
he knew not where they then were. He 
b^ged he might be allowed to set out alone, 
and seek the path, promising to return for 
the duchess and her companions the moment 
he had found it. But as this man might 
possibly prove a traitor who had led them 
out of their road the more easily to be- 
tray them, general de Bonrmont opposed 
his being allowed to depart. The duchess, 
on the other hand, was so dreadfully tired, 
that she could walk no further. The 
preceding night had, however, seasoned her 
to the life of bivouac she was about to 
pursue; she therefore wrapped herself in 
her waim cloak, laid her head upon a port- 
manteau, and was soon as fast asleep as if 
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slic had been in her bed at the Tuileries. 
Meanwliile, her companions kept watcli over 
lier as well as over the guide. 

At dawn of day tlu? duchess awoke. The 
instant tliere was horht enough, the G:uide dis- 
covered where he was. He had wandered 
two leagues Tioiu the i)ath he ought to have 
followed, and to regain whicli, it was neces- 
sary to cross, for the space of a league, a 
tract of open country where they would run 
the danger of being recognized and taken. 
The duchess perceiving a country-seat at a 
little distance, asked to whom it belonged. 

" To a furious repuljlican," the guide 
answered ; *' and, what is more, he is Maire 
ol'tlic coninuiiie of C -'^ * '*." 

"Very well," replied the princess, ''con- 
duct me tliither." 

Iler (X)mpanions looked at her with asto- 
nishment. 
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" Grentlemen," she said, in the tone of voice 
which she always assumes when her determi- 
nation is irrevocable, turning towards them, 
and without giving them time to speak, " the 
moment is come when we must part. There 
is less danger for us separately than if we 
remained together. Monsieur de Bourmont, 
you shall receive my orders at Nantes ; pro- 
ceed thither, and wait there for me. Mon- 
sieur de M6nars, do you reach Montpellier ; 
there I will let you know where I am. 
Adieu, gentlemen ; I wish you a safe jour- 
ney, and may God be with you !" 

So saying, she gave them her hand to 
kiss, and took leave of them. They both 
withdrew, well knowing that remonstrance 
would be vain. 

The duchess, on finding herself alone, re- 
peated her order to the guide to conduct her 
to the house of the maire. In a quaiter 

G 
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of an hour they were in tlie mairc's draw- 
ing-room, and notice was given to the 
master of the house that a ladv wanted to 
speak to him in private. He made his ap- 
pearance in al)out ten minutes, and the 
duchess advanced to meet him. 

"Sir," said she, "you are a repuhlican, 
I know ; but no political opinions can be 
applied to a proscribed fugitive. I am the 
Duchess of Berri, — and I am come to ask 
you for an asylum." 

*' My house is at your service, Rladam." 

*' Your office enables you to provide me 
with a passport, and I have depended on 
your getting one for me." 

" I will procure you one." 

" I must to-morrow proceed to tlic ncigli- 
bourhood of Montpellier ; will you afford me 
the means of doing so ?" 

" I will myself conduct you thither." 
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** Now, Sir," continued the duchess, hold- 
ing out her hand to him, ** order a bed to 
be got ready for roe, and you shall see that 
the Duchess of Berri can sleep soundly, even 
under the roof of a republican." 

Next evening, the duchess was near 
Montpellier ; she had travelled thither in the 
maire's'char-^-banc, seated by his side. As 
soon as M. de Menars had joined her, prepa- 
rations were made for her departure. Her 
royal highness and M. de Menars got into 

a calash; the Marquis de L , wrapped 

up in a box-coat, took the coachman's seat ; 
and the travellers, with regular passports, 
took the high road from Montpellier to 
Carcassone. They were to stay a day at 
Toulouse, whence they were to proceed, 
by way of Bordeaux, to a chateau situ- 
ated in the neighbourhood of St. Jean- 
d'Angely, and belonging to a friend of 

G 2 
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the Marquis dc L , who answered for 

the fidelity of this friend, though the latter 
was not aware of the visit he was ahout to 
receive. It was from this chateau that the 
duchess wn> to give notice of her arrival to 
the legitiniatists at Paris, and disseminate 
her first prochimations in La Wndee. 

The securitv with which the duchess tia- 
veiled from Montpellier to Toulouse, inspired 
her with such a feeling of confidence, that, on 
reaching tlic latter city, she resolved to de- 
vote the day of rest she piu';)osed enjoying 
there to receiving visits from persons well 
known to he devoted to her person, just as 
she did durin^j her stav there in 1S128. She 
therefore made known her arrival to about 
five-and-twentv individuals, statinu* that she 
should hold (I racptiun fruin three ni the af- 
ternoon till c'lisht hi I he ( Vi/ii}/i>\ 

> (P 

T!iis rere])ii(in to )k placi^ v ith ilie >ame 
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form, and, thanks to an incidental circum- 
stance, with almost the same publicity, I may 
say, as if it had occurred at the Tuileries. 

The duchess, as we have before stated, 
had announced her arrival, and her inten- 
tion of holding a reception, to the most 
noted legitimatists of Toulouse. Among 
these was an old maid, so indiscreetly gar- 
rulous that Madame thought it right, as a 
measure of precaution, to exclude her from 
sharing in the honour she intended to confer 
upon the others. This person learnt the 
arrival of the Duchess of Berri from one of 
her friends, who thought that she also had 
received an invitation, and through the same 
channel, she heard of the invitations sent to 
several individuals of her party. She waited 
for hers until four o'clock ; after which time, 
considering this voluntary forgetfulness of 
her, the cause of which she did not know, 
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as a slight not to be overlooked, she could re- 
sist her feelings no longer, but, proceeding to 
the most frequented promenade of Toulouse, 
stopped every one she knew, begging them 
to decide whether she had not just cause of 
complaint against the Duchess of Berri, who, 
though aware of her well-known devotion to 
jjcr cause, had nevertheless come to Tou- 
louse, sent invitations to many persons, 
and forgotten to include lier among the 
number. 

These particulars, for the truth of which 
I can vouch, may seem incredible in a coun- 
trv where the secret-service monev of the 
police amounts to three millions of francs.* 

The Duchess of Berri left Toulouse the 
same night ; continued her journey next day 
in an o})en calash ; passed through Bordeaux 
without stopping; crossed the Dordogne at 

* J20,(K)()/ 
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Cublac, and of descending as far as Blajre, 
passed dose along the walls of that citadel, 
which she then little thought would one day 
become the place of her captivity. This was 
the direct road to the chateau inhabited by 
one of her friends ; an expression invariably 
used by the duchess when she spoke of any 
of her party. She was accompanied in this 
journey only by M. de M6nars, and by the 
Marquis de L , who served as her 
guide. 

At eleven o'clock the same night, the car- 
riage stopped at the gate of a chateau. 
The Marquis de L left the coach-box, 

and rang at the gate with the violence of one 
not inclined to wait. The loudness of the 
ring, and the lateness of the hour brought 
out the master himself. 

" It is I — de L ," said the Marquis on 

perceiving him ; ** open the gate quickly, for 
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I bring you lier royal higlincss the Duchess 
of Berri.' 

The master of the house started back w ith 
surprise and dismay. 

" The Duchess of Berri I' lie stammered 
out. " Wliat, Madame ?'' 

"Yes, slie herself; — oi)en tlie gate 
(|uickly." 

*' But vou are not aware that I have 
twenty visiteis in tlie house, all of whom 
are now asseml)]cd in the drawino-room, 
and " 

'* Sir,'' said the duchess, opening the 
blinds of the carriac:e, ** have you not by 
any chance a female cousin livino; fifty 
leagues from this place?' 

** Yes, IVIadam.'' 

*' Well then, open the gate, aiid intjo- 
duce me to these twenty visiterj5 as yom 
cousin/ 
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. There was no replying to this; and the 
master of the house, who had only made 
these objections in his anxiety for the safety 
of the duchess, instantly opened the gate. 
The fair heroine now leaped from the car- 
riage, put her arm under his, and proceeded 
towards the house. 

Meanwhile the visiters, on perceiving the 
absence of their host, had most of them with- 
drawn to their bed-rooms, so that when the 
duchess entered with M. de M6nars and the 
Marquis de L , she found, in the drawing- 
room, only the lady of the house and two 
or three persons with her. The introduc- 
tion was therefore less awkward. 

Next morning the duchess came down to 
breakfast, underwent her second introduc- 
tion, and played her part of cousin so na- 
turally that no one present had the least 
suspicion of her not being the person she 
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represented. It fortunately happened that not 
one of the guests had ever seen her before. 

On the following Sunday, the cur6 of the 

little coninnine of S , to whose flock the 

inhabitants of the chateau belonged, came 
thither as usual to breakfast, and to hhn the 
duchess was introduced in the same manner 
tliat she had been introduced to the other 
guests, as the cousin of the master of the 
house. The cur^ gravely advanced towards 
her royal highness to offer his respects, 
but stopped suddenly in the middle of the 
room, with such an air of stupefaction that 
the duchess burst out laughing. 

The good priest had been presented to the 
Duchess of lierri, and had taken up an 
address to her, when she came to Roche- 
fort in 1828. He seemed now^ to associate 
the features of the pretended cousin, with 
his recoUectioiK^ oi her royal highness. 
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'' What is there in my cousin's counte- 
nance that makes so strong an impression 
upon you?*' said the master of the house. 

** Why there is/' said the cur^^ stammer- 
ing; "this is Madame — your — cousin — 
oh ! but it is really surprising." 

" What is surprising ?" said the duchess, 
much amused at the priest's embarrassment. 

" There is that — your royal highness is 

like Monsieur 's cousin — I mean that 

Monsieur r's cousin resembles your royal 

highness. The fact is, I took you for — and 
even now — I could almost swear that " 

The duchess laughed like a mad woman. 
At this moment the bell announced break- 
fast. 

The duchess was seated at the breakfast- 
table opposite to the cur^, who, being still 
preoccupied by the strange resemblance, kept 
looking at the cause of his embarrassment. 
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and foiw)t to cat ; or if liis aljsence ol* 
mind was mentioned to him, he would raise 
his fork to his moiitli instinctively, and, im- 
mediately replacing it iijion his plate, exclaim 
— •' It is incredible ! — never did such a like- 
ness exist before/' 
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CHAPTER VI. 



The duchess remained a week at this 
chateau without being recognized, or having 
any cause for apprehension. It was from 
this place that she wrote to her partisans 
at Nantes and in different parts of the west- 
em provinces, and acquainted her friends 
in the south with the state of things in 
La Vendee ; urging them all to take cou- 
rage, and conform to the instructions they 
would soon receive. At the same time, she 
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stated to them the particulars of her happy, 
though fatiguing journey through France. 
She also wrote a letter to the principal 
legitimatist chiefs at Paris, giving them 
notice that slie was about to enter La Ven- 
dee, and j)romising in a short time to make 
known to them the measures she intended 
pursuing. 

I do not give this letter textually, but 
it was much to the same eftect as the fol- 
lowing, which, on the 15th of May, she ad- 
dressed to M. de Coislin.* 

" Let my friends take courage ; / am in 
FrancCy and shall soon be in La Vendee. It 
is from thence you will receive my definitive 
orders, and tliey will reach you before the 
25th instant. Get ready then ; there has been 
nothing but mistake and error in the south. 
/ am satisfied with its preparations ; it ivi/l 

* It was seized ;it the Chateau do la ("hasliiTc, 
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perform its promises. My faithful provinces 
in the west never fail in theirs. In a short 
time, all France shall be called upon to re- 
sume its ancient dignity and its ancient 

happiness. 

« M. C. R."» 

« May 15, 1832." 

To this letter was joined the follow- 
ing list, containing the names agreed upon, 
under which the conspirators were to conceal 
their real names, and correspond with each 
other. 

GuiBouRo, (Pascal.) 

The Marshal, (Laurent.) 

Madame, (Mathurine.) 

Mauqill^, (Bertrand.) 

Terrien, (Coeur-de-Lion.) 

Clouet, (St. Amand.) 

Charles, (Antoine.) 

* The letter is thus signed with initials. 
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Cadoual, (Bras-de-fer.) 
Cathelinlau, (Le Jeune, or Achille.) 
Charretth, (Gaspanl.) 
IIi:nrRT, (Doisseville.) 
D'alticiia.mp, (Marchand.) 
Di: CoisLiN, (Louis Renaiid.) 

On the same day slie sent to M. Guibour<r 
a written order ^ to take arms; at tlie same 
time slie issued the following j)rocIamation, 
several hundred coj)ies of which were j)rinted 
by means of a poitahle press. 

" Proclamation by IMadami:, 
DrcHKSs OF Bkrri, Ki:gi:nt or Franci". 

" \>ndeans, people of liiitanny, and all 
ye inhabitants of the faitliful provinces of 
tlie west : 

The reader will see thi-> order in a subse^jueiit pa^v, 
enc]«>se(iin a letter from M. (Tuihum.r i,, :A. (\v V.nA'm. 
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'' Having landed in the south, I have not 
feared to cross France in the midst of dan- 
ger, in order to accomplish a solemn promise, 
that of coming among my brave friends and 
sharing in their perils and their labours. 

'' I am at length among this people of he- 
roes. Open your doors to the fortunes of 
France; I will place myself at your head, 
certain as I am of conquering with such 
men. 

'^ Henry V. calls upon you ; his mother, the 
R^ent of France, has devoted herself to your 
happiness : on some future day Henry V. will 
be our brother in arms, should the enemy 
threaten our faithful countries. Let us re- 
peat our old, and our new cry, ' Long live 
the King ! Long live Henry V P 

** Signed, Maeie Caroline.** 

'' Royal Printing Office of Henry V." 



H 
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The duchess was acting under a complete 
illusion with regard not only to the pre- 
parations in her favour but also to public 
feeling in the western departments. She 
com{)arcd these provinces to those in the 
south, which a simi)le jn'oclamation might 
rouse into insurrection, and a single check 
as easily discourage. The peoi)Ie of La 
\"endee arc grave, cold, and silent ; they 
slowly and laboriously discuss every pro- 
ject, alternately weighing each chance of 
success and of failure. And when the for- 
mer seems to preponderate in the balance, 
tlie Wndean holds out his hand, savs yi:s, 
and dies if necessary in the fulfilment of 
his promise. But, as he knows that yi:s 
and NO are to him words of life and death, 
he is slow in giving them utterance. 

Thus also, when, in conformity to what 
she had stated to them in her letter of the 
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15th of May, the Duchess of Berri sent an 
order to the Vendean chie& to take arms, 
she received on the 24th, even from those 
most devoted to her cause, answers which 
she was far from expecting. Of twelve the 
chiefe who were to command the twelve 
divisions of which Charrette was the gene- 
ralissimo, seven protested against it in the 
name of their men, whom they sent to their 
homes ; but declared that, so far as regarded 
their individual persons, their blood, under 
all circumstances, belonged to the duchess, 
and they were ready to shed it for her. 
They trusted, however, that she surely 
would not assume before God and man the 
terrible responsibility of dragging their pea- 
sants into an attempt which would prove 
nothing but a sanguinary and useless piece 
of rashness, since La Vend6e, reduced to 
its own means, had no other hope but to 

H 2 
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protract a civil war in four or five de- 
partments, which would thereby be cut off 
from all communication with the rest of 
France. 

They who thus separated themselves from 
the cause of the Duchess of Berri, were 
termed " Pancailliers," from the name of a 
cabbage peculiar to the country, which ra- 
pidly grows to the height of three or four 
feet, and then proves abortive. 

It seems that the Marquis dc Coislin him- 
self, whose promises had led the ducliess into 
her present situation, had no greater in- 
fluence over his subordinate chiefs than 
Charrette had over those he commanded ; 
for, on the 17th of Mav, he sent her the 
following note in La Vendee, which she 
had entered on the l6th. 

" The several orders transmitted, in the 
name of Madame, to the departments in the 
west, prove that her royal highness has re- 
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ceived from the emissaries sent by her, the 
most false reports on the real situation of 
those departments ; and that these emissaries 
have stated to Madame absolutely the re- 
verse of what they were instructed to tell 
her. Some one, therefore, whose veracity 
may be depended upon, must undertake to 
deliver to Madame the following note which 
contains the exact truth with regard to the 
western departments. 

** The armament is far from being what 
it ought to be, to carry on the war with 
advantage. It consists of muskets landed 
upon the coast by the English during the 
former revolution, and also during the hun- 
dred days. The latter are alone fit for 
service, though many of them are nearly 
useless for want of care, and from the neces- 
sity the owners were under of concealing 
them, as weU under the administration of 
De Cazes, as since the revolution of 1830. 
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Moreover, some of the individuals who pos- 
sessed such arms, have sold them, either for 
the sake of the price, or to exchange them 
for fowling-pieces. The present armament, 
therefore, consists only of old British mus- 
kets, and a pretty good number of fowling- 
pieces, wliich greatly increases the difficulty 
of issuing cartridges, particularly in action. 

" There is still a greater deficiency of 
powder than of muskets. Since the revolu- 
tion of 1830, we have not been able to pro- 
cure it in our departments without the 
greatest difficulty, and even then only pound 
by pound, 

'* The j)atroles and domiciliary visits have 
necessitated the gieatest precaution to pre- 
vent this powder from being discovered in the 
houses. It has been concealed in hollow 
trees, haystacks, piles of faggots. Sec, &c. 
The damp has caused many serious losses 
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in this commodity, and it must be candidly 
stated, because it is the truth, which must be 
made known to Madame and her advisers, 
that most of the divisions have not suffi- 
cient ammunition to carry on the war for the 
space of a fortnight. 

** When we took up arms in 1815, we 
were in the same predicament ; but at that 
period we depended, and had good reason to 
depend, upon the assistance of England, mis- 
tress of the sea, whilst at present we have 
nothing to hope. All the chiefs are aware 
of this state of things, so also are the faith- 
ful and devoted land-owners ; and all of them 
well know that we cannot act with any hope 
of success unless supported by European 
armies, which, by attacking the frontiers of 
France, would force Louis-Philippe to with- 
draw from our departments a portion of 
the troops of the line now stationed there. 
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and which are very numerous. They are 
likewise aware that it will be very difficult 
to form the first meetings, which even then 
would be far from numerous, because we 
all know that, as our enemies possess the 
resources of which we are deprived, it is 
impossible that the royalists alone can re- 
establish legitimacy. Every one feels this 
impossibility ; and if ill-advised orders, which 
we will nevertheless obey, should force us to 
take arms, we would call to our standard only 
a few men endowed with supernatural cou- 
rage, and some others selected from among 
those who have nothing to lose. But if we 
do not assume arms until we are backed by 
foreign armies, our countries, and we may 
say it with truth, will rise almost in mass, 
and present a very formidable force ; every 
one being as firmly convinced that the re- 
volution is not in a slate to resist a coali- 
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tioD of Europe, as that without such coali^ 
tion the royalists can do nothing. The 
great cities wUl not join us until they see 
that we are so supported ; without that, 
they will be against us, whatever may be the 
feelings of their inhabitants, who would not 
rush into an undertaking which offered not 
the slightest chance of success. 

** Let not Madame be dazzled, therefore, 
by the words, flattering no doubt, but devoid 
of probability,' which are constantly dinned 
in her ears. France has now every thing to 
hope ; but it will have nothing, if we are 
made to take arms at the present juncture. 
If we act prematurely, a month will scarcely 
elapse before La Vendue will cease to exist ; 
this last resource of the monarchy will be 
lost; all its chiefs will be either taken or 
killed, and the country entirely laid waste. 
If the fifty thousand troops in the western 
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provinces were not sufficient to effect this, 
a greater number would soon be forth- 
coming, unless foreign war kei)t the army 
on the frontiers ; in which case, part of the 
troops now opposed to us, must be called 
away. Fifty thousand regular troops, w-ell 
supplied with arms and annnunition, are 
fearful odds against men in want of every 
thing. 

" A day will perliai)5 come, if it be pa- 
tiently waited for, when every thing may be 
done by France alone, without foreign aid, 
which w^ould no doubt be infinitely prefer- 
able. But this day is not yet arrived. The 
wretchedness of the people in the great 
towns ; during the next w^intcr, may greatly 
hasten its approach ; for, however powerful 
the exertions and encoui'agement in those 
towns, it will be impossible to supply the 
wants of the working classes, es|)ecially at 
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the exorbitaDt price to which corn has risen 
in consequence of the bad crops. Would 
it not be better to make Louis-Philippe bear 
all the odium of this unavoidable misery, 
than to charge it upon Henry V. and the 
regency of Madame, even supposing a re- 
storation might be effected before or during 
the winter ? 

" Nothing can henceforth prevent this 
state of wretchedness among the working 
classes from taking place ; and if a restora- 
tion, or an attempt at a restoration, were 
now made, our enemies would tell the 
people that, if the restoration had not hap* 
pened or not been attempted, all their wants 
would have been provided for; whilst, in 
the contrary case, we might, and with much 
greater reason, tell the workmen out of em- 
ployment, the shopkeepers who sell nothing, 
and those who have become bankrupts, that 
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it is solely to the glorious revolution^ — to 
Pliilip, and to his government, that they 
are to impute their sufferings, — the royalists 
having left this king and his ministers to 
do as they pleased, without opposition. 

" We beseech Madame to take these ob- 
servations into consideration, and we intreat 
her not to give faith to those persons who 
have told her, concerning our countries, 
quite the reverse of what we had authorized 
them to tell her. 

"An ill-timed attempt made by Holland 
has already prevented the overthrow of the 
Perier administration, and has even given 
it greater stability than it before possessed. 
The same result would attend every partial 
attempt, especially one made by the royal- 
ists, who in a moment would have all the 
revolutionary parties united against them, 
and would sever from their cause all those 
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individuals who make up their minds upon 
the chances of success which they see, — 
such chances having really no existence at 
present, unless with the aid of foreign 
armies. 

** An assumption of arms on our part 
without such aid, and in our present situ- 
ation, would, as I have already stated, lead 
to nothing but the entire destruction of the 
royalist party. And what would be the con- 
sequence, if France, at any future period, 
were attacked by Europe? That there 
would then exist no royalist army to set 
forth the claims of Henry V.; that the 
foreign conquerors of the revolution might 
dispose as they pleased of our invaded pro- 
vinces, without Madame being able to pre- 
sent to them her august son at the head of 
a devoted army, ready, if required, to main- 
tain his rights over the whole of France. 
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" Let the matter therefore be duly weigh- 
ed. The attitude of the western depart- 
ments is great and nol)le, because they are 
feared. They are keei)ing fifty thousand re- 
gular troops in check. If jMadame orders 
them to take arms, they will surely obey 
her order, but such a movement will only 
expose their want of resources. The masses 
will not rise for want of arms and ammu- 
nition, and more especially for want of con- 
fidence in an attempt, the sole idea of which 
appears extravagant to those aware of the 
real state of things, who know that, unpro- 
vided as we are, we can do nothing with- 
out foreign aid, but who, on the other hand, 
are well convinced that against such aid the 
revolution would l)e powerless. 

" It was with a perfect knowledge of our 
situation that we charged the emissaries sent 
by Madame to intreat lier not to make us 
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assume arms for the cause of Henry V. until 
the first shots bad been fired, on the frontiers, 
by the armies of Europe, or in the event of a 
complete anarchy at Paris, caused by the 
destruction of Philip and his family, or on 
the proclaiming of a republic, — events which 
may perhaps take place in the course of the 
ensuing winter, occasioned by the despair to 
which want may drive the working and in- 
dustrious classes. 

" We have, up to the present time, de- 
rived nothing but advantage from waiting ; 
many people have had their eyes opened, 
and now perceive how greatly they have been 
duped. The increase of taxation produces 
a good effect, even in the interior of France ; 
hence new levies of troops will encounter 
more opposition than former levies. Every- 
thing warrants our supposing, that, to suc- 
ceed, we must evince patience and prudence, 
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and, above all, not commit ourselves in future 
by ill-judged orders which must afterwards 
be recalled, and which, having been already 
given several times, have raised the persecu- 
tions to which we arc exposed, and con- 
tributed, more than anything else, to the 
loss of ammunition which we have expe- 
rienced." 

The duchess replied to this note on the 
18th. Her letter was forwarded to the 
Marquis de Coislin by M. Guibourg, who 
added to it a letter from himself, signed 
with his assumed name. It likewise en- 
closed the order for taking arms, given by 
the duchess on the 15th of May. The 
following is M. Guibourg's letter : — 



" MoNSiKuii LE Marquis, 
" I have the honour to enclose a textual 
and literal copy of the order which I am 
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chai^;ed by her Royal Highness Madame, 
Duchess of Bern, to transmit to all the civil 
and military chiefs in the west. 

" COPY, 

' In consequence of the reports addressed 
to me concerning the western and southern 
provinces, my intentions are that arms shall 
be taken on the 24th of this month (24). 
I have everywhere made known my orders 
on this subject, and I transmit them this 
day to my provinces in the west. 

* Marie Caroline.' 

« Saintonge, May 15th, 1832/ 

** Since this order was given, Madame, 
Regent of France, has come to La Veiid6e, 
and I have had the happiness of seeing her 
there. I am. Sir, 

'^ Your respectful servant, 

" Pascal, Civil Commissary." 
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" P.S. I enclose you a letter from Ma- 
dame: the two other papers are in lemon- 
juice. 

The following letter from the duchess 
was, as I have before stated, a reply to the 
Marquis dc Coislin's note. 

" I have reason to be grieved at the state- 
ments contained in the note you have sent 
me. You will call to mind, Sir, the con- 
tents of your own dispatches. It was those 
dispatches^ as well as a duty I considered 
sacred, which induced me to trust myself 
to the well-known loyalty of these pro- 
vinces. If I gave orders to take arms 
on the 24th, it was because I felt sure of 
your participation, and in consequence of 
positive notes from the south, and from 
divers other parts of France. I should deem 
my cause for ever lost, were I obliged to 
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fly from this couDtry, which I shall natu- 
rally be forced to do unless arms be taken 
forthwith. I shall then have no resource 
left but to lament, far from France, my 
having relied too much upon the promises 
of those in whose £Etvour I have braved 
every danger in order to fulfil mine. I 
must confess, that, deprived as I am of the 
counsels of Monsieur le Marechal, I feel 
great difficulty in coming to such a reso- 
lution without him. But I have the as- 
surance that he will be at his post, if he 
is not there already. 

** I could have wished that the loss of 
his advice had been suj^lied by yourself; 
but time was pressing, and I therefore felt 
bound to make an appeal to your devotion 
and your zeal. The order sent throughout 
France to take arms on tht twenty-fourth 
of this month remains, therefore, in full force 
for the west. i 2 
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" It now remains for me, sir, to call your 
attention to the army. It will insure our 
success ; and it is our duty to use towards 
it all possible means of persuasion. You 
will therefore take care to disseminate my 
proclamations and ordinances two days be- 
forehand ; and you will not commit any 
act of hostility against it, until you have 
exhausted all means of conciliation. Such 
is my positive will. 

" P.S. I beg you will immediately for- 
ward this letter to the persons who signed 
that which you sent to me. I need not tell 
you, Monsieur le Marquis, how greatly I 
rely upon your devotion, of which you have 
already afforded me so many proofs, and 
which becomes so necessary in the present 
crisis. Mauie Caroline, 

*' Regent of France." 

- Vendee, May 18th, \S32:' 
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The Marquis de Coislin, on receiving this 
letter, hastened to execute the orders of the 
duchess. He accordingly wrote to his son 
the following letter, the date of which, 
though not marked, must be the 19th of 
May. 

« 

*' I send you, my dear Adolphe, a copy 
of the orders I have just received from 
Madame. She is in La Vendue, and has 
given orders, in every part of France where 
she has friends, to take arms on the 24th 
of this month. Lose no time therefore in 
making this known to your followers, and 
take immediate measures for seizing, at a 
moment's notice, upon all the resources 
which you know of in the country, and 
which I need not here enumerate. I enclose 
in the letter, the order for Coeur-de-Lion,* 

• Terrien. 
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in order that he may act simultaneously 
with yourself. Madame's orders are to 
disseminate, two days beforehand, her pro- 
clamations among the troops of your can- 
tonments, who are not to be attacked un- 
less they refuse the proposals which Ma- 
dame makes to them in her proclamations. 
You must make known to them, that is to 
say, to the non-commissioned officers and 
privates, that all who join you shall be ad- 
mitted to form a regiment of guards, and 
shall, if they wish it, obtain their discharge 
at the end of the campaign. It appears 
that Madame founds her chief hope upon 
the defection of the troops. 

" The letter which I have received from 
Madame is dated yesterday. May 18th, from 
La Vendee, 

"' Pray send me my horses, on the 22nd, 
at Madame Coutance's." 
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It was the reception of this letter which 
led to the nocturnal conference between M. 
Adolphe de Coislin and the oflScer of the 
32nd, in the wood of Guenrouet.* 

The same day^ the Marquis de Coislin de- 
spatched similar orders to Terrien, Le Roux, 
and La Roche-Mace, his chefs-de-bataillon. 
It is useless to transcribe them, as they are 
a mere repetition of his letter to his son. 
Nevertheless, the letter addressed to Ter- 
rien contains a passage not in the others. 
It is as follows : — 

*' Let everything that is put in requisi- 
tion belonging to the royalists, or persons 
who think well, be estimated at a high rate, 
and the reverse with r^ard to the liberals.** 

La Roche-Mac6 replied, that he and his 
men were ready. During the interval be- 
tween the Marquis de Coislin's letter and the 

* See the Report quoted, page 43. 
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answer of his chef-de-bataillon, the former 
had an interview with M. de Bourrnont. The 
following is the letter written by the Mar- 
quis to La Roche-Mace, after this interview. 
" I have received your answer, my dear 
La Roche, and I am the more rejoiced at 
vour havinof sent it to me iinmediatelv, be- 
cause I have to give you a piece of news 
that will please you. I have just seen 
Marshal Bourmont, who has ariived. He 
regrets that Madame did not delay the break- 
ing out of the affair ; ' but,' said he, * it 
is now impossible to suspend the orders she 
has given, and we must therefore make a 
beginning, as specified.' The Marshal de- 
sires that our first attempt should be upon 
Ancenis, where he i)assed the night, and 
which, he says, is not at all guarded. There 
is only one sentinel of the national guard. 
He wishes you to lake the cannon you 
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will find there. Try at all events to get 
possession of the muskets and ammunition 
which you think the place contains. You 
may, however, if you think fit, begin by 
disarming the smaller cantonments." 

Although these orders were given by the 
Marquis de Coislin with that apparent confi- 
dence which a commander must always ap» 
pear to feel, real confidence was nevertheless 
very far from his mind. The letter here 
given, addressed to his son, and dated May 
21st, shows his misgivings, which were 
justified by the event. 

** I wrote to you, my dear child, on my 
return, and acquainted you with what we 
had decided upon. You have not sent me 
the information I requested of you. I have 
since forwarded to you Madame's orders, but 
the accounts I receive concerning the chiefs 
of the divisions in La Vendue, and many 
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Other things besides, make me fear, and with 
too great reason, that the movement in this 
part of the country will only end in the 
capture of Madame, who has no other hope 
of success than in the defection of the troops, 
which is very uncertain. If they do not 
join her she is lost, and all the countries 
which have risen in her favour will be ruined. 
The population of La \"cnd6e has greatly 
cooled in its zeal from the failure of the rash 
attempt at Marseilles ; and such of the 
chiefs as could previously ilepend upon two 
or three thousand men, can now only ex- 
pect a hundred and fifty or two hundred. 
Under such circumstances we must defer 
the rising for a day or two, and wait to see 
what will l)e done by the troops ^\'hich are 
to be sent against IVIadame, whose i)resence 
in La Vendue is known at Nantes. All 
the troops have I)ecn ordered to this part 
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of the country ; we must therefore adjourn 
the movement from the 28th to the SOth* 
I write to-day to the district of Ancenis, 
and I enclose you a line for that of Chateau- 
briand, which you will forward. 

*' I transmit you fresh orders in conse- 
quence of the news I have received from 
La Vend^. You will not send me my 
horses until I write to you for them. Many 
of our friends allege, as a reason for keeping 
back, that we were not to move except in 
the event of success in the south — ^instead 
of which everything has failed there; or 
in case we should receive assistance from 
foreign powers ; or on the establishment of 
a republic. Now, nothing of the kind has 
taken place. Let us therefore wait a few 
days; thb will do no injury to our cause. 
In the mean time, send and ascertain what 
the department of Morbihan, said to be very 
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lukewarm, is about. A knowledge of what 
is going on there may enable us to come to a 
decision : — you will let me know." 

Meanwhile, the Duchess of Berri, as I 
have already stated, quitted on the 15th of 
May, at eleven o'clock, the chateau in which 
she had been so hospitably entertained, and 
entered La \"end(!^*e. She was to join M. de 
Charrette, on the next day, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Montaigu ; and for this purpose 
she was obliged to travel the remainder of 
the day and the whole of the ensuing night. 
She was to stop half way at the house of a 
cure, who had received notice of her in- 
tended arrival from M. de Charrette, and 
who, zealously devoted to lier party, had 
undertaken to have her conducted to the 
place of meeting. The duchess reached his 
house at about eight o'clock in the evening, 
attended onlv bv her late host, as she feared 
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that a greater number of attendants might 
excite suspicion. She had still seven leagues 
to traveL 

As soon as the duchess had supped, she 
requested the cur^ to give the necessary 
orders for her departure, whilst she made 
her preparations. Both were soon ready; 
and when, at the expiration of a quarter 
of an hour, the priest returned to the room 
occupied by her royal highness, to teU her 
that the horse was saddled, he found her 
dressed as a peasant-boy, bearing the ap» 
pearance of a youth of eighteen. Her light 
auburn tresses were completely hid under 
a brown wig. 

He then called his godson, a stripling of 
sixteen, and pointing to her royal highness, 
said only these few words : 

^ Here is a young man who wiU get up 
behind you. He must be taken to ♦ • * *." 
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Tlie lad, casting a rapid glance at the 
person committed to his guidance, replied, 
*' Very well, Monsieur le Cur6, he shall be 
taken thither." 

The duchess, having bid the good priest 
adieu, mounted behind her conductor, and 
the horse started off at a trot. 

They travelled on without either party 
saying a word, and the guide did not once 
turn his head towards his companion. In 
three hours they reached the place ap- 
pointed. 

The disguised princess having made her- 
self known to the persons waiting to receive 
her, entered the house where she was ex- 
pected. The lad who had brought her, 
immediately set out on his return, without 
saying a word to her or asking for any 
reward. At four o'clock he reached his 
godfather's residence. 
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"Well!*' said the cur^, "did you take 
the young man to the place of his destina- 
tion r 

" Yes, Monsieur le Cure.** 

"And did you take good care that no- 
thing happened to him ?" 

" Oh, certainly ; for it was well worth 

while.** 

The young lad having seen the duchess 
in 1828, had recognised her even under 
her disguise. The character of the Ven- 
dean peasant is fully displayed in this 
action, so simple at a first view, and yet 
so characteristic. He is ever the same — 

« 

cold, silent, and devoted* 

Charrette arrived at the hour appointed. 
The duchess and he got on horseback to 
proceed to the neighbourhood of Grand- 
Lieu; and, after about an hour's travel- 
ling, an accident happened which had well 
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nigh terminated the campaign ere it was 
begun. 

In crossing the Maine a little below Re- 
mouill^ on a bridge, or rather a dike of wet 
stones, the duchess's foot slipped and she was 
precipitated into the little river. Charrette 
immediately jumped in to the water and 
bore her to the opposite bank. Our heroine 
who, as the reader must recollect, was 
dressed as a boy, had no change of clothes, 
which greatly embarrassed her ; but, perceiv- 
ing a house close by, she entered it, un- 
dressed, and going straight to a bed, took 
from it a blanket which she wrapped round 
her whilst her clothes were drying ; then re- 
turning to the cheering rays of the sun out- 
side the door of the house, partook of a 
bowl of sour milk and a piece of black 
bread, which her companions had asked 
for. 
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At Aigrefeuille, the duchess, having ob- 
tained the garments of her sex and a car- 
riage, pursued the high road as far as 
Touffou, where she entered a house. A 
woman soon after left it dressed in her 
clothes, and entered the carriage, which con- 
tinued to follow the road to Nantes. The 
duchess in the mean time, dressed in the 
clothes which the woman had exchanged 
for her's, took a cross road, and entered 
the most intricate part of the country. 
She thus hoped, should she have been fol- 
lowed, to put her pursuers upon a wrong 
scent. 

On the same day, (1 7th) she stopped 
at a wretched cottage, but far from any 
other dwelling, and perfectly concealed from 
casual observation. Thence she made M. 
de Bourmont acquainted with her arrival 
in La Vendue. The general also had reached 
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Nantes on the 17th, after travelling through 
France by way of Lyons and Moulins. 
There likewise the Duchess of Berri received 
the Marquis de Coislin's note and the visit 
of M. Guibourg. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Whilst this was passing, the letters which 
the duchess had written to the royalists 
at Paris had reached their destination, and 
excited great apprehensions in the persons 
to whom they were addressed. A long de- 
spatch in cypher had accompanied the letter 
of advice, and the duchess in a fit of absence 
had forgotten to send the key. M. Berryer 
discovered it, and it consisted of the follow- 
ing phrase substituted for the twenty-four 

K S 



182 THl-: Dl'CHESS Ol' nKHKI 

letters of the alphabet : — ** Le gouverne- 
ment provisoire." 

Though the persons to whom these letters 
w ere addressed were all at Paris, thev saw 
the real state of affairs much more clearly 
and positively than the duchess did. They 
w^cU knew that there was no hope of suc- 
cess to be derived from Vendean revolts. 
On the contrary, the proceedings of the 
ministers, according to their view, would, 
by rendering the government more and more 
unpopular, afford good chances and ])roba- 
bilities of success at some future period. 
They therefore met on the evening of the 
19th, to concert the means of making know^n 
the true situation of France to the adven- 
turous duchess. 

It was accordingly agreed that one 
of them should proceed to La Vendue 
and confer with her roval highness. The 
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diflSculty was to select this individual. 
From the suspicious vigilance of the go- 
vernment, Messrs. Chateaubriand and Fitz- 
James were watched in all their motions; 
they could not therefore advance a step to- 
wards La Vendue without betraying the se- 
cret of the cause. M. Hyde de Neuville was 
similarly situated. M. Berryer, by using the 
pretence of a lawsuit which required his 
services, during the first days of June, at 
the assizes of Vannes, could alone attempt 
the mission with any prospect of success. 
He therefore proposed to take it upon him- 
self, and stated the means by which he 
hoped to elude the vigilance of the police. 
His plan was approved of, and a note drawn 
up by M. de Chateaubriand, being a mere 
summary of the opinions of the meeting 
collectively. The remainder was left to M. 
Berryer's zeal and eloquence. 
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M. Berry er kit Paris on the morning of 
the 20th, and reached Nantes on the 22nd. 
On his arrival, he was informed that M. de 
Bourmont had been there for two days past. 
He immediately i)aid tlie General a visit. 
M. de Bourmont had, on the 15th of May, 
received the order for taking arms on the 
24th ; but, after what he had heard during 
his short residence at Nantes, he thought, 
with M. Berryer, that no hope could be 
founded upon this insurrection, which he 
considered a lamentable piece of rashness 
and folly. He was so strongly of this opi- 
nion that he had taken upon himself to send 
an almost counter-order to the Vendean 
chiefs, trusting that when he saw the Duch- 
ess of Berri he should succeed in making 
her renounce her project. This counter- 
order had been transmitted by M. Guibourg 
to the Manpiis do Coislin, who was to 
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send it to the persons whom it concerned. 
I here give M. Guibouig's letter, together 
with a copy of M. de Bourmont's order. 

** Monsieur le Marquis, 

" I have the honour to transmit herewith 
a copy of the order which I am directed to 
send you on the part of the Marshal." 

'< * Delay for some days the execution of 
the orders you have received for the 24th of 
May, and let no overt act take place until 
yon receive further orders; but continue 
your preparations. 

** * Marshal, Count de Bourmont.' 

" May aSnd, 12 o'clock at noon." 



M. de Bourmont applauded the motive 
which had led M. Berryer to seek an in- 
terview with the duchess, and all was ready 
for his departure on the same day. Ac- 
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cordingly, at two o'clock in the afternoon, 
M. Berryer got into a small hack cabriolet, 
and, as he entered it, asked the duchess's 
confidential agent at Xantes, what road he 
was to take, and where she resided. The 
agent replied by pointing to a peasant at 
the corner of the street, mounted on a dap- 
ple-grey horse, saying : — *' Look at that 
man ; — you have only to follow him/' 

In fact, no sooner did the peasant 
perceive the cabriolet in motion than he 
trotted forward, so that M. Berryer could 
follow without losing sight of him. In this 
manner they crossed the bridges and entered 
the open country. The peasant never once 
turned his head towards the person he was 
guiding, but jogged on with such apparent 
carelessness and inattention, that M. Bcrrver 
more than once thouglit himself the dupe 
of some mvstification. With rerard to the 
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cab-driver, as he was not in the secret, 
he could give no information about the road 
they were pursuing; and when, on his ask- 
ing whither he was to drive, his fare had 
merely replied, ** Follow that man," he 
strictly obeyed the injunction, and took no 
more notice of the guide than the latter 
took of him. 

After a journey of two hours and a half, 
during which M. Berryer felt considerable 
uneasiness, they arrived at a small town, 
and the peasant on horseback stopped in 
front of the only inn it contained, and alight- 
ed. The cab immediately drew up at the 
same place, and M. Berryer got out. The 
peasant then continued his journey on foot, 
and M. Berryer, having told the cab-driver 
to wait for him there till six o'clock the 
next evening, instantly followed his strange 
guide. 
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Having advanced about a hundred yards, 
the guide entered a house ; and as during 
this short walk M. Berryer had gained upon 
him, he followed close at his heels. The 
man opened the door of the kitchen, where 
the mistress of the house was alone, and 
pointing to M. Berryer, who was close be- 
hind him, said: — " Here's a gentleman who 
must be conducted.'* 

" He shall be conducted," replied the mis- 
tress of the house. 

No sooner had she uttered these words 
than the peasant opened a door and disap- 
peared, without giving M. Berryer time to 
thank or remunerate him. The mistress of 
the house then made the stranger a sign to 
be seated, and continued, without saying a 
single syllable, to attend to her household 
affairs, as if she were alone. 
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A silenoe of three-quarters of an hour 
succeeded the sole mark of politeness which 
M. Benyer had received, and was only in- 
terrupted by the arrival of the master of 
the house, who bowed to the stranger with- 
out evincing either surprise or curiosity ; 
only he looked towards his wife, and the 
latter, without stirring from her place, and 
without interruption to what she was doing, 
repeated the words previously uttered by the 
guide — ** Here's a gentleman who must be 
conducted/' 

The master of the house then cast . upon 
his guest one of those rapid, uneasy, and 
searching glances peculiar to the Vendean 
peasantry ; after which, his countenance re- 
sumed its habitual expression, of kindness 
and naivet6. Advancing towards M. Berry er 
with his hat in his hand — 
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" Does Monsieur wish to travel in our 
country ?" he asked. 

" Yes, I wish to go further on." 

" Monsieur has papers, no doubt ?'* 

** Yes." 

" In regular order ?" 

" Perfectly." 

*' If Monsieur w^ould show them to me, I 
would inform him whether he could with 
safety travel through our country.'' 

" Here they are." 

The peasant taking them, glanced his eye 
over their contents ; and the moment he saw 
the name of Berryer, folded them up and 
returned them, saying : 

*' Oh ! it 's all right. Monsieur may go 
anywhere with these papers." 

" And will you undertake to have me 
conducted ?" 

** Yes, Sir." 



« 



t€ 
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^* I wish it to be as soon as possible." 

*' I will have the horses saddled imme- 
diately." 

The roaster of the house then went out, 
and, returning ten minutes after, said : 

** The horses are ready." 
And the guide ?" 
Is waiting, Sir." 

At the door, M. Berryer found a lad 
belonging to the farm already on horseback, 
holding a second horse by the bridle; and 
the moment the foot of the Paris advocate 
was in the stirrup, the new guide, as silent as 
his predecessor, began to jog on. 

In about two hours, during which M. 
Berryer did not exchange a single word 
with his guide, they arrived, about night- 
ML, at the door of one of those farm- 
houses honoured by the appellation of cha* 
teaux. It was now half-past eight. M. 
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Herryer and his conductor both alighted, and 
entered the house. 

The latter, addressing a servant, said : 

" Here's a gentleman who must speak 
to your master immediately." 

This latter was already in bed. He had 
passed the preceding night at a rendezvous, 
and the whole of the day on horseback. 
Being therefore too tired to get up, one of 
liis relations came down in his stead. 

T\\e moment M. Berry cr stated who he 
was, and that he ^vished to see the Ducliess 
ofBerri, orders were instantly given to pre- 
pare for their departure, the host's relative 
undertaking to conduct the traveller. 

In ten minutes, both w^ere on horse- 
back. After a quarter of an hour's riding, a 
loud cry w^as uttered about a hundred yards 
before them. M. Berryer started, and in- 
(juired what that cry was. 
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** It is our scouV calmly replied the Ven- 
dean chief, '' who, in his way, is asking 
whether the road is free. Listen, and you 
will hear the reply."* 

At these words he extended his hand, 
seized M. Berryer's arm, and thus forced 
him to pull up. An instant after, a second 
cry was heard, much further off than the 
former, of which it seemed an echo, so per- 
fectly similar was the sound. 

** We may now advance,'* resumed the 
chief, walking his horse forward ; '* the road 
is free.** 

** Are we then preceded by a scout ?*' 
asked M. Berryer. 

** Yes, we have a man two hundred yards 
in advance of us, and one two hundred yards 



in our rear.*' 



** But who replied to the former?" 

** The peasants whose cottages border 
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upon tlie road. Take notice when we pass 
before one of them, and vou will see a small 
wicket opened and a man's head appear 
through it, remain for an instant motionless, 
as if it were a statue, and only disappear 
when we have passed the house. If we 
were soldiers belonging to some neighbour- 
ing cantonment, the man who should see us 
pass would immediately go out by a back- 
door ; and if there were some meeting in the 
neighbourhood which we were going to sur- 
prise, it would receive notice of our approach 
a quarter of an hour before our arrival." 

At this moment the Vendean chief ceased 
speaking. " Listen," said he, stopping his 
horse. 

" What is the matter?" incjuired M. Ber- 
ryer ; " I heaid only the cry of our scout." 

** Yes, but no cry replies to it ; — there 
are soldiers in the neighbourhood." 
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So saying, he set off at a trot, and M. 
Berryer followed him; almost at the same 
moment they were overtaken by the man 
in the rear, who advanced at full speed. 

Here the road branched off in two di- 
rections, and they found their scout motion- 
less and undecided between the two paths. 
His cry had been answered on neither side, 
and he knew not which to take; for both 
led to the place whither the travellers were 
bound. 

The chief and the guide having conversed 
together an instant in an under-tone, the 
guide took the dark avenue to the right, 
and was soon lost in the gloom. Five mi- 
nutes after, the chief and M. Berryer entered 
the same road, leaving their fourth com- 
panion motionless at the place they quitted, 
and, in five minutes, he followed them in 
his turn. 
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About three hundred paces from the meet- 
ing of the two roads, they found their guide 
at a dead stand. Having made them a 
sign to keep silence, he whispered these 
words, " A patrole." 

And in fact they heard immediately after- 
wards the regular cadence formed I)y the 
footsteps of a body of soldiers marching. 
This happened to be one of my moveable 
columns going the night round. 

The noise soon came nearer, and they 
perceived the bayonets of the men standing 
out in relief upon the dark sky. The de- 
tachment, however, to avoid the water run- 
ning in the hollow roads, had taken neither 
of the two paths which had caused a mo- 
mentary hesitation in the guide, but had 
climbed the slope, and were marching on the 
other side of the hedge, ui)on the ground 
conunanding the hollow path which formed 
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its boundary. The situation of the travel- 
lers was now very critical ; for, if one of the 
four horses had neighed, the whole party 
would have been made prisoners. But, as if 
the poor beasts had understood the danger of 
their masters, they remained still and silent, 
and the soldiers marched on without suspect- 
ing near whom they had passed. When the 
sound of their footsteps had died away, the 
travellers resumed their journey. 

At half past ten, they turned off from the 
road, and entered a small wood, where they 
alighted, and, leaving their horses under the 
charge of the two peasants, M. Berryer and 
the Vendean chief continued their route on 
foot. 

They were now not very far distant from 
the farm-house inhabited by the Duchess of 
Bern ; but, as they wished to enter by a back- 
door, it was necessary to make a circuit, and 

l2 
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cross a marsh, in wliich they sank up to their 
knees in mire. At length they perceived a 
little dark mass, which was the farm-house 
surrounded by trees. They soon reached 
the door, and the chief knocked in a par- 
ticular manner. 

Footsteps were immediately heard inside, 
and a voice exclaimed, " Who 's there ?" 

The chief replied by a known pass-word,* 
and the door was opened. 

An old woman performed the duties of 

* From delicacy, perhaps, to the Duke of Orleans, 
General Dermoncourt has not published this pass-word ; 
but as it may elicit a smile from our fair readers who 
have seen, in this country, the young and gallant heir 
to the French throne, we here insert it. The pass- 
word was CiRAND-PouLOT, a nickname given to the 
Duke of Orleans. It is not translatable. It bears, 
however, pretty nearly the same meaning as great 
baby, l)Ut is much more bitter; and it conveys besides, 
an imputation of chicken-hearted ness. Let it be re- 
membered, however, that this nickname, as applied to 
the Duke of Orleans, could have originated only in 
the warped imagination of a Carlist. — Tr. 
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porter, but for greater security she was at- 
tended by a stout and robust peasant armed 
with a long and heavy stick, a weapon of 
errifi c power in such hands. 

** We want to see Monsieur Charles,'* said 
the chief. 

*^ He is asleep," the old woman replied ; 
** but he gave orders to be immediately 
informed if any one arrived. Come into 
the kitchen, and I will go and awaken 
him." 

" Tell him that it is M. Berryer fixim 

Paris." 

The old woman left them in the kitchen, 
and they approached the huge fire-place, in 

which were still some burning embers, the 
remains of the fire used during the day. 
One extremity of a board was in the fire- 
place, whilst at the other there was a slit 
containing one of those lighted pieces of pine 
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which, in the Vendean cottages, are used as 
torches in lieu of lamps or candles. 

In about ten minutes she returned, and 
informed M. Berryer that Monsieur Charles 
was ready to receive him. He accordingly 
followed her up a rickety staircase outside 
the house, which seemed scarcely fasten- 
ed to the wall. It led to a small room 
on the first floor, the only one in the house 
at all fit to be inhabited. 

This was the apartment of the Duchess 
of Berri, into which the old woman ushered 
M. Berryer, shut the door, and returned to 
the kitchen. 

All M. Berryer's attention was now di- 
rected to the Duchess, who was in bed, upon 
a wooden bedstead clumsily made with a 
hedging-bill. She had sheets of the finest 
lawn, and was covered with a Scotch shawl 
of green and led plaid. She had on her 
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head one of those woollen coifs worn by the 
women of the country, the pinners of which 
fall over the shoulders. The walls of the 
room were bare, the apartment was warmed 
by an awkward stove of plaster of Paris, 
and tl)e only furniture, besides the bed, was 
a table covered with papers, upon which 
were two brace of pistols, and in a corner, a 
chair, upon which lay the complete dress of a 
peasant boy, and a black wig. 

I have already stated that the object of 
M. Berryer's interview with the duchess 
was to persuade her to quit France ; but, as 
I cannot give the particulars of this con- 
versation without introducing, into matters 
of general interest, such as might prove 
injurious to private individuals, I shall pass 
it over in silence. The reader, with the 
details we have already given, may easily 
supply this deficiency. At three o'clock 
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in the morning, but not until that hour, 
the Duchess of Berri yielded to the argu- 
ments urged by M. Berryer, both in liis 
own name and in that of his party. Never- 
theless, though she might easily have con- 
vinced herself that very little advantage 
could be exj)ected from an armed insurrec- 
tion, it was not without tears and cries of 
despair that she gave up the point. 

" AVell, it is settled," she said ; " I must 
quit France ; but I will not return, you 
may depend upon it ; for I will not come 
back with foreign armies. They are only 
waiting, as you well know, for a proper 
time ; then, when the day comes, they 
will demand my son. Not that they care 
much more about him than they did about 
Louis XVIII. in 181 'J ; but he will prove 
a means of their having a party at Paris. 
Well ' l)ut thcv shall not have mv son : thev 
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shall not have him upon any consideration. 
I would rather he should labour in the moun- 
tains of Calabria. Look you, M. Berryer; 
if he is to purchase the throne of France by 
the cession of a province, of a city, of a 
fortress, of a house, nay, of a poor cottage 
such as I now inhabit, I give you the word 
of a R^ent and a mother that he shall 
never be king.** 

At four o'clock, the duchess seemed com- 
pletely resigned, and M. Berryer took leave 
of her, having received her promise, that at 
noon she would meet him at the second 
house he had entered on the preceding 
evening, and which was four long leagues 
from the inn where he had left his ca- 
briolet. On their arrival at this latter 
place, she was to enter this vehicle, return 
with him to Nantes, take the post there 
with a false passport, and, after crossing 



154 THE DUCHESS OF IJERRI 

the whole of France, leave it by Mount 
Cenis. 

M. Berrycr stopped at the place api)oint- 
cd and waited from twelve till six in the 
afternoon, when he received a dispatch from 
the duchess, informing him that she had 
changed her mind. 

She stated that she had linked too many 
interests witli her own to fly from the conse- 
quences of her entrance into France, and 
to allow them to weigh upon others ; that 
she was therefore resolved to share, to the 
very last extremity, tlie fate of those whom 
she had brought into peril ; only tlie as- 
sumption of arms, fixed for the 24tli of May, 
was adjourned to the 3rd and 4th of June. 
In consternation M. IJerryer returned to 
Nantes. 

On the 25th, M. de Bourmont received 
a letter from the duchess, confirmin<]r the one 
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she had written to M. Berryer. It is here 
subjoined. 

** Having come to the firm determination 
of not quitting the western provinces, but of 
trusting myself to their long tried fidelity, 
I depend upon you, my good Mend, for the 
adoption of every necessary measure for the 
assumption of arms in the night between the 
Srd and the 4th of June. I call all men of 
valour to my standard ; God will aid us in 
saving our country ; no danger, no fatigue 
shall discourage me; I will appear at the 
very first meetings. 

^^ Marie Caroline, 

*' Regent of France.- 

'' Vendue, May 25th, 1832." 

On the receipt of this letter, M. de Bour- 
mont wrote to the Marquis de Coislin in the 
following terms : — 
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" Madame having formed the courageous 
resohition of not quitting the country, but 
of calling to her all who are willing to con- 
cur in preserving France from the misfor- 
tunes which threaten it, makes known to 
all the Vendean chiefs that arms are to be 
taken on Sunday, the 3rd of June» Let 
them, therefore, meet on the following 
night, to act in concert, conformably to 
the directions you have given. Take care 
to ascertain that your notices have every 
where reached their destination. 

"Marshal, Count de Bourmont." 



Such is the manner in which the Duchess 
of Berri reached La Vendee, and such is 
the cause of the mov^ement denounced by 
M. de Chierre, and expected to take place 
on the 25th of May, being deferred till the 
night between tlie 3rd and 4th of June. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



The presence of the Duchess of Berri 
in La Vendee, by ceasing to be a secret, 
gave a more serious character to the civil 
war; and consequently, my precautions 
were increased, and my orders more severe. 
The small number of troops under my 
command did not allow of my reinforcing 
my cantonments, some of which were com- 
posed of only thirty, forty, or fifty men. I 
was always, therefore, apprehensive of some 
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of these posts being carried ; and I gave 
strict orders, that, at night, the whole of 
the men composing each, should assemble 
in one place, and, on the very first attack, 
intrench themselves in the churchyard of 
the village they were in, as being the most 
favourable spot for making a stand.* 

But there was something more to do than 
to provide against being surprised by the 
rebels : namely, to seize the persons of their 
chiefs. M. Dudore had been already ap- 
prehended and conveyed to Nantes. His 
entrance into that city had nearly caused a 
riot ; for the people, tired of the civil war 
excited during the two last years by the 
nobles, wanted to kill him. Ferraud and 
Petit-Pierre, the town-adjutants by whom 
lie was escorted, had great difficulty in taking 
him to the prison ; and it was not without 

* See Appendix, Nos. V. and X. 
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imminent danger to themselves that they 
crossed the city. The mob talked seriously 
of throwing the carriage, with the prisoner 
in it, into the river; and the courage of 
the two town-adjutants certainly saved M. 
Dudore's life. 

Thb arrest produced so good an effect, by 
showing that the chateaux of the nobles were 
not inviolable/ as had hitherto been supposed, 
that I begged General Solignac to authorize 
my making another attempt of the same kind. 
Several reports had been made to me, re* 
presenting the chateau of La Chasli^re as the 
centre of the operations of the Vendeans. 
Colonel de Laub^pin, and his brother the 
militsO'y sub-intendant, had been described 
to me as the most ardent and most devoted 
among the Vendean chiefs. It therefore ap- 
peared to me advisable to take advantage of 

* See Appendix No. VI. 
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the adjournment of the day for taking arms, 
the reasons for which I was then ignorant of, 
and disorganize the movement, if possible, 
before it took place. Moreover, the Duchess 
of Berri might herself be there, and if so, 
I should at once put an end to the war. 
These reasons did not, however, satisfy Gene- 
ral Solignac, for he immediately declined 
authorizing me to undertake the expedi- 
tion ; and his repugnance to so rigorous a 
measure was so great, that, being almost 
forced by public clamour to yield to my 
representations, he quitted Nantes for An- 
gers, leaving to the prefect and myself the 
care of directing this operation, the result of 
which was of such importance. 

Accordingly, after having secured myself 
by procuring a warrant, I took my mea- 
sures to prevent the inhabitants of La Chas- 
lit^re from escaping. On the 26th, three 
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detachments received orders to fall in at nine 
o'clock in the evening. At ten they began 
their march : the first advanced by Carque- 
fou, the second crossed the Erdre at Suce, 
and the third crossed the same river op- 
posite Nais. Meanwhile^ I myself marched, 
with an escort of twenty -five gendarmes, 
commanded by an officer named Rougon, and 
at the head of a company of grenadiers, 
towards Chapelle-sur- Erdre, by the road to 
Rennes. But the night being very dark, 
my guide had scarcely left the high road be- 
fore he lost his way. Towards four in the 
morning we reached Chapelle-sur- Erdre. 
This was one of the Rogation days, and 
there were men enough assembled in the 
public square to form a noble battalion, even 
with its full complement.' I passed in the 
midst of them, and as I h^d dismissed my 
first guide, I called for another; but not 

M 
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a man would serve me. I therefore pro- 
ceeded to the office of the Maire's adjunct, 
and summoned him to accompany me. The 
poor devil obeyed much against the grain ; 
for he feared that, on his return to the 
village, he should be murdered. But as 
he had no alternative but implicitly to obey 
my orders, I placed him in front of the 
colunm, and we proceeded on our march. 
Three-quarters of an hour after, we reached 
La Chasli^re ; but, being a good hour and 
half behind time, I found when I arrived, 
the chateau invested by my detachments. 

I was then informed that my soldiers had 
been near apprehending two individuals, one 
of whom was just getting on horseback, and 
had escaped only by leaving his horse and 
portmanteau behind him. The other had 
returned to the chateau, pursued by one 
of my voltigeurs ; but, the door being im- 
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mediately closed after him^ my men, who 
were the slaves of discipline, had waited for 
my arrival before they proceeded further: 
— and, in fact, I was the bearer of the only 
warrant which gave l^ality to the domici- 
liary visit I was about to make. 

We entered the chateau without loss of 
time, and our search immediately com- 
menced. 

For a whole hoiu* it was fruitless; but 
at length a man, with nothing on but his 
shirt and trowsers, was brought before me. 
He had been found in a secret recess, with 
a pistd in each hand. He informed me 
that he was the master of the house, and 
that his name was M. de Laubepin. 

As we were disputing with him about 
the rank he held in the rebel army, a grena- 
dier came into the room with three bottles 
in his hands. 

M 2 
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" General," said he, with a somewhat 
embarrassed air, probably caused by a con- 
sciousness of the motive which had led him 
to tlie cellar, " here are some bottles which 
have a very seditious a])pearance.^' 

** How so r 

" General, allow me to establish a fact : 
bottles are intended to hold wine, and some- 
times other liquors, are they not ?" 

" Yes." 

" Well, then,'' said the man, holding the 
bottles near my eyes, "there is no wine 
in them, nor spirits either, but papers.'* 

I immediately perceived, by the looks of 
the master of the house, that this discovery 
by no means pleased him ; and my curiosity 
was excited still more. Having broken the 
bottles, I found the letteis, memoranda, and 
notes, written in cypher, some of which the 
reader has already seen in a preceding chap- 
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ter, and which explained so minutely the mi- 
litary operations already effected by the rebel 
party, and those which remained to be per- 
formed. Among these papers was a com- 
mission conferring upon M. de Laub6pin the 
title of Intendent-General of the armies of 
the West. This came very seasonably, to 
put an end to our discussion as to the rank he 
held ; and M. de Laub^pin, probably consider- 
ing himself beaten, said not a word more. 

Meantime, Madame de Laubepin was 
made acquainted with the arrest of her hus- 
band and the discovery of the correspond- 
ence. ThLs raised such serious alarm in 
her mind, that she sent to beg I would come 
to her apartment. 

She was in bed, to which she was con- 
fined by a milk fever, consequent upon her 
accouchement which had just taken place. 
The poor woman was much affected; she 
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thought her husband was to be shot imme- 
diately, without any other form of trial than 
what had just occurred. 

I consoled her in the best manner I was 
able, and told her she had nothing of the 
kind to fear ; that her husband would be 
taken to Nantes, where not a hair of his 
head should be hurt ; that, with regard to 
herself, she might depend upon every kind- 
ness and attention to which a woman is 
entitled. When I left her, therefore, she 
was tolerably composed. 

Having given orders for our departure, we 
were about to begin our march back to 
Nantes, when a sub-lieutenant of the 32nd 
approached me. 

" General," said he, " will you allow me to 
offer you a single ol)servation ?'' 

'' Willingly, Sir." 

'* There is n r('{)ort that a huh is in the 
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chateau, and that she is the Duchess of 
Bern.** 

** No, Sir, that is not the case. There is 
a lady in the chateau whom I have seen ; but 
she is Madame de Laub^pin." 

'* Pardon me. General ; but you must be 
aware of the heavy responsibility you are 
under. Now, if Madame de Laub^pin 
should disappear, pray consider what might 
be said." 

I thanked this brave young man, and 
reflected that my enemies might take ad- 
vantage of such a circumstance. The se- 
quel has proved that I was right. But I 
thought I ought not, under any pretence, to 
remove Madame de Laub^pin, in her present 
situation. I therefore directed my three 
detachments to continue to surround the 
house, and accompanied only by my grena- 
diers and my gendarmes, set out for Nantes 
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with my prisoner, whom I placed near my 
])erson, and with the autograph papers, 
which I ])laced in my holsters. 

Nevertheless, I took another road back, 
and proceeded towards Suce, not caring to 
meet a second time the eight hundred men 
whom I had seen assembled at Chapelle- 
sui'-Erdrc, or to pass through the little w^ood 
which skirts that village ; for, as I went by 
in the morning, I had remarked that five- 
and-twenty men in ambuscade there might 
attack three hundred with advantage, and 
my little body did not exceed fifty. I knew 
moreover that the inhal)itants of Chapelle- 
sur-Erdre were, perhaps, of all the Ven- 
deans, the most devoted to the cause of 
legitimacy ; and yet tiieir taxes were very 
regularly paid, there hviug not a single de- 
faulter among them — a fact difficult to 
reconcile with their known political opi- 
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nions. Thej are the handsomest and most 
powerful peasants I ever saw ; and it was in 
this district that the first regiment of the 
royal guard, under the command of Colonel 
de Laub^pin, was to have been raised. 

On reaching Suc^, I halted and had re- 
freshment given to my men» who had taken 
nothing since eight o'clock the previous 
evening, and it was then one in the after- 
noon. We resumed our march inunediately 
after. At Carquefou I pressed forward in 
advance of the detachment, accompanied by 
only two gendarmes, and at six in the even- 
ing I was at^Nantes. 

My first care was to send a carriage to 
meet my prisoner, in order that he might 
enter the city without fear of ill-usage. This 
arrangement, which I considered my first 
duty, being made, I was preparing to call 
upon General Solignac, when he entered 
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my house : the news of my arrival, and the 
capture I had made, having already reached 
him. 

I handed over to him the correspondence I 
liad seized, and we both went and deposited 
it with M. de Saint-Aignan. This form 
having been gone through, 1 retired to rest, 
for I was overwhehned with fatigue. Mean- 
time, General Solignac, from the information 
I had given him, drew up a proces-verbal, 
which I had not thought proper to do at La 
Chaslifere, lest I should be surprised, with the 
few men I had there, by some party of Chou- 
ans, and not only my prisoner taken from me, 
whom I cared but little about, but the cor- 
respondence I had seized, for wliich I cared 
a great deal. General Solignac, however, in 
drawing up this proces-verbal, committed an 
error both in law and in lact ; for he dated 
the instrument from La ('hn>liere, althouc^h 
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it was written at Nantes; and he affixed 
his own signature to it, though, at the time it 
was supposed to have been drawn up, he was 
at Angers. This trifling error, the motive of 
which is easily guessed, if the important re- 
sult I had just obtained be taken into consi- 
deration, was more successful with the go- 
vernment than with the court of assize at 
Blois; for, thanks to this proc^verbal, 
the government gave General Solignac the 
praises that were due to me, whilst the 
assize-court applied the term "forgery" to 
this document. I was forced, even at that 
period, to give to the jury the same explana- 
tion that I give here, in order to get this 
harsh term changed into that of " irregular/' 
The error being rectified, I could not help 
admitting that it was one of the greatest 
"irregularities" that a commander-in*chief 
could commit. 
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The documents seized at the chateau of 
La Chaslicre, some of which tlie reader is 
aheady acquainted with,* naturally lead to 
reflections very just indeed, but very galling 
to M. de Montalivert, upon the Carlo-rcpub' 
iican alliance, every clue to which that mi- 
nister, on the 6th of June, boasted of holding, 
though they escaped him on the 7th, and he 
has never been able to seize them since. 
And, indeed, it appears by the journey of 
M. Berryer to La Vendee — a journey which 
Jiad no other object than to prevail upon 
the Duchess of Berri to leave France — as 
well as by the letter from the duchess to 
ls\, de Bourmont, containing the order to 
adjourn to the Uh of June the assump- 
tion of arms previously fixed for the 24th 
of Mav, that all these movements were far 

• See tlie reniaiiulcT in tlic two last numbers of the 
Aj)|)oiulix. 
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from being concerted with the republicans. 
Even the coincidence of the affair of St. 
Merj with that at the chateau of La Pe- 
nissi^re, upon which the minister of the in- 
terior dwelt so strongly, is naturally destroyed 
by the letter from the duchess, who, when 
she wrote on the 22nd of May^ could not 
have guessed that General Lamarque would 
die on the 3rd of June, or that his military 
funeral would receive the bloody honours of 
the cannonading at St. M 6ry. Thus, there 
was no alliance between the two movements; 
there has been only a resemblance in the 
results : that is to say, in La Vendue, as at 
Paris, young men unaccustomed to the use 
of arms, defended themselves for a whole day 
against regular troops, thirty times more nu- 
merous than they were, and at length, when 
they could defend themselves no longer, they 
died — ay, by my faith, and nobly died ! 
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It is a sad and lamentable thing to see 
such men, all of them the pmest, bravest, 
and most devoted in a party, swept from 
the face of the earth by the scourge of 
civil war, for the particular interests of 
kings and rulers, whilst in foreign countries 
they might, with their talents and valour, 
have performed wonders for the general in- 
terests of their country. What would Char- 
rette not have achieved against an enemy, 
when with a few badly armed peasants he 
kept in check our best generals and our best 
troops? What likewise would not Jeanne 
have effected against Russian or Austrian 
trooi)s, when with ten men only he passed 
through a whole regiment of Frenchmen ? 

In delivering to General Solignac the do- 
cuments I had seized, I communicated to him 
the doubts which had been raised with regard 
to the identity of Madame de Laubepin, 
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Stating also the necessity for placing my re- 
sponsibility beyond impeachment by deter- 
mining such identity. This time he agreed 
with me, and gave orders that the steam-boat 
which performs the public service upon the 
Erdre, between Nantes and Nort, should be 
got ready, and well aired. Next evening, 
at ten o'clock, the marechal-de-camp in com- 
mand of the department, the prefect, the 
counsellors of prefecture, the president of the 
civil tribunal, the procureur du roi, and his 
officers, the colonel of gendarmerie, the chef- 
d'escadron, the colonel-commandant of the 
national guard, his chefs-de-bataiUon and ad- 
jutant-major. Colonel Simon Lorrifere, the 
town-major, the maire of Suc^, and a garri- 
son of fifty grenadiers and voltigeurs, went 
on board the steam-boat, whither I accom- 
panied them. There remained no military 
authority at Nantes but the colonel of the 
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32nd, whom General Solignac had probably 
been unable to find, and no civil au- 
thority except the juge de paix and his 
registrar. At a quarter past ten, the boat 
glided majestically through the stream, of- 
fering the Chouans a fine opportunity for 
revenge. 

At eleven o'clock we stopi)ed for an in- 
stant, and not without risk of grounding, at 
the estate belonging to the Maire of Succ, 
which we were obliged to cross to get into 
the arm of the Erdre leading to La Chas- 
li^re, itself standing in the middle of a small 
peninsula, and in a most picturescpie situa- 
tion. At length the whole merry cargo 
of authorities, civil and military, landed at 
a quarter of an liour's walk from this 
chateau. 

The noise we made was heard by the lit- 
tle garrison of La Chasliere, who, mistaking 
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US for a party of Chouans, immediately ^ot 
under arms. My orders for observing the 
most active vigilance had been strictly fol- 
lowed ; for the officer commanding the 
detachment was well aware that, situated 
as he was at a distance from all assist- 
ance, his life would have been in danger 
had he neglected them. Moreover, Colonel 
de Laub^pin, whom we had been unable to 
apprehend, was in the neighbourhood, and 
every one knew him to be capable of 
making a desperate attempt upon La Chas- 
liere. General Solignac, on our landing, 
took all the military precautions so ne- 
cessary, especially at night, in a place 
where the localities are unknown. For my 
own part, as I was well acquainted with 
them, I went on in advance of the rest 
of the party, accompanied by Colonel Simon 
Lorrifere ; but we were soon stopped by 
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OH the day specified, with a company of 
voltigeurs and twenty-five moveable gen- 
darmes ; and I had so well taken my 
measures, that, at the very moment I arrived 
by one road, I j)erceived Commandant de 
Savenai with his detachment approacliing 
in an opposite direction. 

The chateau stands in an excellent situa- 
tion for defence : it is surrounded on all sides 
by very thick and magnificent woods ; these 
might be filled with tirailleurs in ambus- 
cade, to defend the approaches to the 
house. And indeed the Cliouans, as well 
as I, had judged tliis to be an important 
position ; for, as we passed through these 
woods, we remarked that fortifications were 
begun. The cliateau itself was in a fit 
state to maintain a siege, for all the win- 
dow-shutters had embrasures. 

Nevertheless, we approached without 
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seeing anj thing that indicated an intention 
offering resistance, and we entered the 
house without firing a shot — but it was 
empty! It must have been evacuated by 
the garrison the moment the latter per- 
ceived the front of our columns, for we 
found a thousand rations of bread there. 
A calf recently slaughtered likewise at-* 
tested that the inhabitants had not long 
quitted the chateau. Moreover, there was 
a great deal of linen for dressings and ban* 
dages, also a stock of ready prepared lint. 
Lastly, we found more than fifty printed 
notices, fixing the night of the 3d to the 
4th of June for a general attack. 

I returned to Nantes, where I found 
General Solignac very easy with regard to 
the movement indicated in the letters we 
had seized. He fancied that the seizure 
of their correspondence, and their being 
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consequently aware that we were ac(]uainted 
with their plans of battle, would prevent 
the Chouans from making any attempt on 
the day fixed. In vain did I try to abate 
his confidence, by representing to him the 
fresh evidence I had accjuired of a speedy 
insurrection : nothing could convince him, 
and I therefore gave, without consulting 
him, such orders as I deemed necessary. 
They were addressed to all our military 
connnanders, and directed them to be upon 
their guard.* 

At this period I received from the war 
minister the answer to General Moccjuery's 
report. It was as follows : — 

" Paris, May 27, lo32, 
CtENLRAL, One o'clock in the afternoon. 

'* I have this instant received your letter 
of the 25th of ]\Iay, enclosing General 

• A|>])en(Jix, Xos. \'I1.. \'lll.. IX. and X. 
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Mocquery's report of the 24th5 at five 
o'clock in the morning ; likewise those 
from Machecoul and Clisson, relative to 
the meeting which took place at Amaillout, 
and the resolution come to by the rebels, 
to assemble their forces and attempt a coiip- 
de-main upon Machecoul. 

** I had already received intimation of 
these projects from the minister of the in- 
terior. I conclude that you have reported 
the meeting at Amaillout to General So- 
lignac, as well as the plans of the rebels; 
and that jrou have, in concert with him, 
taken the necessary measures to repress 
the announced movement, and make the 
authors of, and participators in, these cri- 
minal attempts severely repent. I rely 
upon General Solignac having ordered the 
junction of such detachments as are feeble 
enough to be exposed to the attacks of the 
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bands tliat have been reinforced, and that 
he has further directed the concentration 
of the troops upon the principal points. 

" Lastly, I presume that he has taken 
measures for making the National Guard 
assist in your operations, and has concerted 
to this effect with the administrativx' 
authorities. 

" I am persuaded that, until the return 
of General Solignac, you will neglect no- 
thing to be in a state of preparation against 
every event. 

" Duke of Dalmatia, 
*' Minister, Secretary of State." 



I had already taken the measures to which 
the minister alluded, and I patiently awaited 
the event. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



On the 4th of June, at day •break. General 

lignac entered my room. 

** Do you know what is passing ?" he in- 
quired. 

" No. What is the matter r 

''The peasants of Louroux, Vallet, and 
Vertou are coming in from all quarters, and 
state that the tocsin is sounding." 

" Oh ! oh ri exclaimed. 

** You take the news very quietly, general,*' 
said M. Solignac. 
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'-' No doubt I do." 

" But the Cliouans are assembling." 

'' Well ! they will be dispersed." 

** But you must give ordiMs to that eliVet." 

'* Orders are already given." 

** What, beforehand." 

*' Yes. Did I not w arn you of tliis insur- 
leetion ? Well, I have taken mv measures 
accordingly. The f'houans are assembling 
at Vallet you say ; now I can tell you that 
at A^illet there is a certain citizen (xeorii^es ; 
he is chef-de-bataillon in the 29th, and com- 
mandant of the district of Cli son, and I 

assure you he will cut out work for them. 
I can answer that their business will soon 

be done, for tliev have a o'()()d hand to deal 

with." 

" Will there be men enough ?" 

** Yes, General ; for I have taken care to 
centralize my troops. Those under the 
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command of the chef-de-bataillon Georges 

are in cantonments precisely at Louroux, 

and Vallet. They have orders to advance 

straight to the meeting, however numerous 

it may be, attack it desperately, and defend 
themselves in the same manner, falling back, 

only at the last extremity, upon the head- 
quarters of the district." 

« 

These dispositions tranquillized General 
Solignac a little, and we proceeded together 
to the Prefecture. 

The news of the insurrection spread ra- 
pidly. Several maires of communes in the 
neighbourhood of Clisson had met at that 
place, and all agreed that it was the intention 
of the whole of the Chouans to assemble on 
that day. I therefore thought it urgent 
to send reinforcements to my brave friend 
Georges, and I accordingly ordered Colonel 

« 

Duvivier to march upon Chapelle-Hulin^ and 
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observe Lonroux and Vallet, whilst I pro- 
ceeded to Aigrefeuille, whence I sliould be 
ready to support Vertou and Clisson. The 
Mai re offered to accompany me, and I ac- 
cepted the offer ; but General Solignac would 
not consent to the movement, except on my 
giving him my word that I would return to 
Nantes the t'oUowing day. It was eight 
o'clock before all tliesc" arrangements were 
terminated. 

1 immediately set out with two companies 
of picked men, and fifty moveable gen- 
darmes. Two leagues before we reached 
Aigrefeuille, our scouts thought they per- 
ceived a movement to the left of the road ; 
but, the country being covered with wood, 
it was impossible to quit the high-road, and 
I ordered the march to be continued. About 
a quarter of an hour after, we perceived 
smoke rising above the Maine, and the report 
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of musketry reached us. As the wind blew 
from us, it was difficult to judge of the im- 
portance of the action. I threw out my 
scouts on the side of the firing, and sent 
forward some troops to support them. In 
the mean time, I reached the post to which I 
was going, situated between Nantes and Ai- 
grefeuiUe and not fer from the latter. All 
the ^habitants were in great alarm. They 
informed me that ever since ten o'clock in 
the morning there was fighting going on at 
Maisdon and Chateau Th^baut, and it ap- 
peared that a body of Chouans from Mont- 
bert, were then in full march upon Aigre- 
feuiUe. I immediately set out for this place, 
leaving platoons at all the branches of the 
road to watch the motions of the enemy, 
and I arrived there just as the national 
guard was preparing to give the Chouans 
a warm reception. Having encouraged it 
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in these good intentions, I hastened to the 
scene of action, to which I was guided 
hv the report of rnusketrv, althoucjh it was 
b(\o:inning to subside. I obtained the par- 
ticulars of the action from an officer whom 
I met, commanding a i)latoon of grenadier- 
tirailleurs, lie informefl me that the 
enemy, having been driven from IMaisdon 
wliere they had takrn up a strong pc^sition, 
had begun to retreat before our soldiers. I 
ordered Captain Teissi(^r, with a company 
of voltigeurs of the :i2nd. to sui)i)ort the 
piu'suit. This detachment went energeti- 
cally to work, overtook the band of Chouans 
at the feiry near Chateau-Thel)aut, and kill- 
ed several of them. 

Meanwhile, I received intelligence that a 
considerable bodv of the retreatinc^ rebels 
had ciossed the Maine, and fallen back upon 
Montbert, where the Chouans were as- 
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sembled in considerable numbers. They were 
commanded by La Roberie, under the orders 
of Cbarrette and the Duchess of Berri. This 
made me regret having despatched my com- 
pany of voltigeurs, which did not return till 
eight at night, and the men were so exhaust- 
ed by fatigue that it was impossible to re- 
quire fiirther duty from them until they had 
taken rest. I therefore rallied my little body 
of troops, and returned with it to Aigrefeuille, 
where we were joined by the picked compa- 
nies of the S9th. Here I learned the follow- 
ing particulars. 

The chef-de-bataillon Georges, on receiv- 
ing intelligence that an assembly of Chouans 
was forming at Maisdon, immediately or- 
dered two picked companies, consisting in all 
of a hundred and twenty-nine men, to fall 
upon the rebels and disperse them. This 
injunction was most strictly obeyed. Twen- 
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ty-five voltigeurs forming the vanguard, re- 
ceived, close to the very innzzle, the fire from 
the hedge ; Iiaving returned it, they imme- 
diately charged bayonets, crossed the hedge 
and fell upon their assailants, who, having 
retired behind a second hedge, fired again. 
The report of the musketry brouglit up 
the remainder of our forces to the scene of 
action. They advanced in double-(iuick 
time, and the Chouans, though ciglit hun- 
dred strong, were completely routed in two 
hours. The standing corn being however 
very high, the boldest of the reljels returned 
every now and then, stole within sliot, and, 
by firing a shot or two, still kept up the 
action in a slight degree. 1 arrived whilst 
this was going on, and set upon the enemy 
with the fresh soldiers who accompanied 
me. This soon forced the rebels to retreat. 
They lost in this skirmish about a dozen 
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men ^nd several horses, which in the evening 
were brought in wounded. Charrette's aide- 
de-camp who had come to him with orders, 
was dangerously wounded, and his horse kill- 

ft 

ed under him. On our side, we had only 
a serjeant-major of grenadiers belonging to 
the 29th, wounded ; and this was extraordi- 
nary, for the Carlists had selected their field 
of battle extremely well. The platform of 
Maisdon is situated betwten the Maine and 
the S6vre, two deeply imbedded rivers, which 
consequently offer great means of defence. 
It was there, moreover, that the Chouans of 
Nantes, Clisson, L^6, Machecoul, Vallet, 
and Louroux, had orders to assemble, and it 
has since been clearly proved to us that if I 
had only left them till next day to carry 
their project into execution, their number 
would have amounted to eight thousand. 
As soon as the action was over, I reported 

o 2 
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what liad passed to General Solignac, stating 
all the particulars which I have here given. 
At nine o'clock in the evening of the same 
day> the fourth battaHon of the National 
Guard of Xantcs arrived. It was headed by 
a veteran of the army of Egypt, and com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Paris, chief 
of the staff. During the march of this bat- 
talion, its scouts had made three prisoners : 
]\1. de Ker^abiec, his servant, and a certain 
M. D * * * '% all thr^e well armed. It 
brought me likewise orders to attack Mont- 
bert. 

This was a thing very easily talked about 
at Nantes, but extremely difficult to effect at 
Aigrefeuille. The battalion sent to me was 
too much fatigued for me to lead it into 
action before it had obtained some rest ; and 
the troops with me, which would have answer- 
ed my purpose perfectly well, if the pursued 
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and dispersed Chouans had not had time to 
rally and renew the conflict, were no longer 
sufficiently numerous now that an unmolested 
rest of sixteen hours had allowed the rebels 
to assemble^ and occupy the woods which 
defended the approach to Montbert. I was 
therefore obliged to defer the attack till the 
morrow. 

At one o'clock in the morning I made my 
men fall in. My force consisted of four 
picked companies of infantry of the line, the 
fourth battalion of the National Guard of 
Nantes, and fifty mounted gendarmes — in 
all, seven hundred men. For the defence 
of Aigrefeuille, I left forty men from the 
centre companies of the 29th, tc^ther with 
a part of the National Guard of the place. 
Having formed my little army into two 
columns, I placed myself at the head of the 
battalion of the National Guard of Nantes, 
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two of the picked companies, and my fifty 
horsemen. I gave the command of the other 
column to Lieutenant-Colonel Paris, with 
orders to turn the castle of Montbert, and 
attack it from the opposite side. This castle, 
being situated upon a height, is capable of 
being well defended. 

As the road I had taken was the most 
direct, I reached Montbert the first. We 
entered it at four o'clock in the morning, but 
found no other signs of rebellion there, than 
a white flag waving over the church-tower. 
This sight exasperated the national guards, 
and I took advantage of this feeling to lead 
them immediately to the attack of the castle, 
which we forced. 

Although the peasants, either from fear or 
from an unwillingness to second our inten- 
tions, did not leply to oiu* questions con- 
cerning the direction which La Robirie had 
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taken with his forces, I should not the less 
have pursued, and most probably have over- 
taken him, had I not received the night 
before an order from General Solignac to be 
at Nantes on the evening of the 5th. I had 
just heard that the Duchess of Berri and 
Charrette had been at Montbert, and that 
circumstance increased my r^ret ; but I 
was forced to obey the orders of my com- 
manding officer, and with great reluctance, 
I gave directions for our departure. 

Having received no intelligence from my 
cantonment at St. Philibert, I directed the 
two picked companies of the 29th to separate 
from us, in order to effect a communication 
with this cantonment, whilst I marched 
direct to Nantes with the other two picked 
companies, the battalion of the national 
guard, and my escort of gendarmes. 

I had already, with the front of my co- 
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liinni, passed Les Sorini^res, which is the last 
stage before you reach Nantes, when I was 
overtaken by an express, who brouglit me 
intelligt nee that La Roberie had returned 
and taken up a position at Pont-Jaines. I 
couhl not at first credit this ; but, being at 
length convinced tliat it was true, I left my 
two companies at Les Sorinieres and entered 
Nantes, fully persuaded that Cxeneral Solig- 
nac would consent to the recjuest I intended 
to make him, to be allowed immediately to 
return and attack La Roberie. 

Tie however refused, without giving me 
any reasonable motive for doing so ; and I 
have never I)een able to comprehend this 
refusal. It was a serious error ; for I should 
have arrived in time to have taken a share in 
the action at Vieillevigne, and should, proba- 
blv, have made both Charrette and the Duchess 
of Berri prisoners. In consecpience of Gene- 
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ral SoligDac's determination I was induced 
to write to him as follows : 



" General, 
^ I had the honour to report to you the 
particulars of ray expedition, yesterday, to 
the environs of Aigrefeuille, M ontbert, and 
Maisdon. But as I passed through Les So- 
rinieres on my way back, I was informed that 
La Roberie had returned to Pont-James at the 
head of a tolerably numerous body. Judging 
that he was in a position favourable for attack, 
I provisionally left two picked companies at 
Les Sorini^res, in the full persuaion that 
the plan I was about to submit to you would 
meet with your approbation. I have given 
orders to the detachments at Leg6, St. Phili- 
bert, Machecoul, and Aigrefeuille, to march 
upon Pont-James. I will take a hundred 
infantry and fifty gendarmes, and will im- 
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incdiatcly set out at their head for Pont- 
James by the road to Sables. With such 
dis])ositions, it is iini)ossible that La Ro- 
berie can escape. Yield to my entreaties, 
I earn(}stly l)eg of you in the name of the 
jniblic interest, and I assure you that I will 
give you a good account of I^a Roberie, 
and all those by whom he is accompanied. 
I have, moreover, considered it my duty to 
make you tliis propo>al in order to secure 
my responsibility from any imputations here- 
after." 



I was upon thorns ; the sound of mus- 
ketry was thundering in my ears ; I had not 
slept for seventy-two hours, — and yet, the 
whole night after this strange refusal by 
General Sohgnac, I could not close my eyes. 

This resolution taken bv the commander- 
in-chief was not apphcable to me alone: it 



IN LA VENDUE. 203 

extended at the same time to Colonel Du- 
vivier ; and, as this officer had returned from 
Vallet with the troops under his command, 
all the country was now free, and the 
Chouans had frdl liberty again to assemble 
unmolested. When I reached Nantes, Co- 
lonel Duvivier had already set out on his 
return to Ancenis, where he was to oppose 
the attempt of La Roche Mace.* 

On the morning of the 6th, I again renew- 
ed my application to General Solignac with- 
out any better success. I felt instinctive- 
ly, however, that some fighting must have 
occurred ; and indeed we received news, 
the same evening, that an encounter had 
taken place at Vieillevigne, at which the Du- 
chess of Berri was present. She had dressed 
the wounds of the men with her own hands, 

* See i\I. de Coislin's letter to this Vendean chief, 
page 120. 
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and had escaped only by changing horses 
with Charrette, who with great difficulty 
avoided being taken prisoner. 

Another action took place on the same day, 
much more destructive, and the particulars 
of which are also much mere interesting. 

A meeting of Chouans had been appointed 
for the 6th, at the chateau of La Penissiere 
de la Cour, situated a league and a half from 
Clisson. The object of this meeting was to 
march against Cugnau and La Buffiere, and 
disarm the national guard. At nine o'clock 
in the morning, forty-five Chouans were 
assembled at the place appointed. They 
wei'e all young men of family, and were 
commanded by two brothers, ex-officers in 
the roval miard. Thev had with them two 
peasants, who, having learnt at Nantes to 
play upon the liglit-infantry bugle, consti- 
tuted their band of military music. 
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The adjutant-major of the 29th being in- 
formed in the absence of the chef-de*batail- 
Ion Georges, that this meeting was to take 
place, put himself at the head of forty- 
five voltigeurs and two gendarmes, and 
proceeded to the chateau of La Penis- 
si^ de la Cour. On reaching it, he 
found that his detachment was not suffi- 
ciently numerous to invest the habitation, 
which was defended by a wall forming the 
enclosure of a park. A gendarme was 
therefore despatched for reinforcements, and 
ninety men arrived, who were soon after 
followed by forty more under the command 
of Lieutenant Saneo. The adjutant-major 
now ordered an attack to be made. After 
a short defence an external wall was aban- 
doned, and the Chouans retreated into the 
house, where they barricaded all the doors. 
They then stationed their forces in the 
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ground-floor and tlic first floor, placing on 
eithci' floor a peasant with his bugle, who did 
not cease playing during the whole action ; and 
from the windows they opened a fire, which 
was well sustained and very ably directed. 
Twice did the soldiers advance within twen- 
ty yards of the house, and as often were 
they repulsed. 

The adjutant-major ordered a third attack, 
and, whilst preparations were making for it, 
four men, aided by a mason, advanced to- 
wards the chateau, selecting as their point 
of advance, ])art of the gable-end which had 
no opening into the garden, and the ap- 
proach to which could not therefore be 
defended. Having reached the wall in 
safety, they placed a ladder against it, and, 
ascending to the roof of the house, made 
an opening, threw lighted combustibles 
into the garrets, and then withdrew. In an 
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instant, a column of smoke burst from the 
roof, through which the fire soon made its 
way. 

The soldiers now uttered loud shouts of tri- 
umph, and again marched towards the little 
citadel, which seemed to have a standard 
of flame planted upon its summit. The 
besieged had perceived the fire, but had 
not time to extinguish it; and, as fire has 
always a tendency to ascend, they hoped 
that when the roof was destroyed, it would 
be naturaUy extinguished for want of some- 
thing to feed it. They therefore replied 
to the shouts of our soldiers with a volley 
of musketry, as well sustained as the 
former; and, during the whole time it 
lasted, the bugles continued playing war- 
like flourishes. 

At this juncture, the chef-de-bataillon 
Georges arrived with a few more men. He 
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immediately ordered the charge to be beat, 
and the men, in emulation of each other, 
rushed towards the chateau. 

This time they reached the doors of the 
building, and the sajipers and miners pre- 
pared to break them open. The officers 
commanding the Chouans, directed those sta- 
tioned on the ground-floor to ascend to the 
story above it. This order was immediately 
obeyed ; and, whilst the sappers were break- 
ing open the doors, half of the besieged 
continued to fire at their assailants, wiiilst 
the other half occupied themselves in tak- 
ing up the paving-tiles and making holes 
through the floor, so that the moment the 
soldiers entered, thev were received with a 
volley muzzle-to, fired through the intervals 
between the beams and rafters. 

The assailants were forced to retreat, and 
the Chouans hailed this event with tlieir 
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screeching bugles and loud cries of ** Long 
Hve Henry V !" 

The chef-de-bataillon now directed that 
the ground-floor should be set on fire in 
the same manner as the garrets had been. 
Accordingly^ the men advanced with light- 
ed torches and dry wood, all of which they 
threw into the house through the windows^ 
and in ten minutes the Chouans had fire 
at their feet as well as over their heads. It 
seemed therefore impossible for them to es- 
cape death ; and the firing which they kept 
up, and which had not intermitted for a 
single moment, appeared to be the last act of 
vengeance of resolute men driven to de- 
speration. 

And in truth their situation was dreadful. 
The fire soon reached the beams, and the 
rooms were filled with smoke, which escaped 
through the windows. The garrison had 



210 THE DUCHESS OF BERRI 

therefore nothing left but the choice of three 
modes of quitting life : to be burned to death, 
suffocated by smoke, or massacred bj our 
soldiers. 

The commanders of the rebels adopted a 
desperate course: they resolved to make a 
sortie. But, to give it the least chance of suc- 
cess, it was necessary that it should be protect- 
ed by a fire of musketry which would occupy 
the attention of our soldiers ; they therefore 
asked who among them would volunteer to 
sacrifice themselves for the safety of their 
comrades. Eight offered their services. 

The little band was therefore divided into 
two platoons. Thirty-five men and a bugle- 
player were to make an attempt to reach 
the other extremity of the park, enclosed 
only with a hedge ; and the eight others, with 
the remaining bugle-player, were to protect 
the attempt. The two brothers embraced 



IN LA VENDUE. 211 

each other, for they were to separate: one 
commanded the garrison that remained, the 
other led the sortie. 

In consequence of these arrangements, and 
whilst those who remained continued, by 
running from window to window, to keep up 
a tolerably brisk fire, the others made a hole 
in the wall opposite to the side attacked; 
and on a passage sufficiently large being 
opened they came forth in good order, the 
bugle at their head, marching in double- 
quick time towards the extremity of the 
park where the hedge was. 

Their retreat brought upon them a dis- 
charge of musketry which killed two. A third, 
being mortally wounded, expired near the 
hedge. The bugle-player at the head of the 
little band received three balls in his body, 
and still continued to play.. It is a pity that 
I dare not publish the names of such men. 

p 2 
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Meanwhile, the situation of the eight men 
who remained in the house had become 
more and more dangerous. The burning 
rafters cracked and seemed no longer able 
to bear the weight of the besieged, who 
therefore retired into a species of lecess 
formed by the wall, resolved to defend them- 
selves there to the last extremity ; and they 
had scarcely reached it when the floor fell 
in with a dreadful crash. The soldiers ut- 
tered shouts of joy at this event ; for the mus- 
ketry ceased to annoy them at the same in- 
stant, and they thought the garrison had 
been crushed in the ruins. This error saved 
the lives of the eight heroic Vendeans. 

\Vhen the Chouans, from their recess, per- 
ceived that the besiegers were convinced 
they had fallen into tlie immense furnace 
whicli blazed fearfully below them, they re- 
mained silent and motionless. Our soldiers, 
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on the other hand^ with a horror quite natu- 
ral in such a case, speedily quitted a burning 
building whose flames devoured at the same 
time both firiends and enemies, whether alive 
or dead. Meanwhile, night soon came, and 
amid its darkness the eight men supposed to 
have been either crushed to death or burned 
alive, glided like wandering spectres along 
the heated walls, and reached in safety the 
hedge through which their companions had 
escaped; so that there remained nothing upon 
the field of battle except the red and smoking 
house, and around it a few corpses rendered 
visible hj the last flashes of the expiring 
flame.* 

* See in Appendix^ Ne. XI. the report of the chef« 
de-batailloii Oeorges. 
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CHAPTER X. 



On the evening of the 7th, I at length ob- 
tained leave from General Solignac to pursue 
the plan I had recommended to him so many 
days previously, and I lost not a moment 
in taking advantage of it to commence my 
expedition forthwith. 

As I crossed the bridge of Pyrmile, I asked 
the officer on duty there, whether the Clisson 
diligence was come yet, as a delay of tw o 
hours in its arrival had ahcady occurred, and 
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this was a source of great uneasiness to me. 
He replied in the affirmative, but stated that 
both the conductor and the passengers had 
informed him that there was fighting going 
on at La Penissi^re de la Cour, where a body 
of Chouans were besieged hj the troops of 
the line and the national guard. 

I had no uneasiness about Clisson, because 
I knew the commandant Georges to be 
there; I therefore took the road to Mache- 
coul, which, being unprotected by troops, 
gave me greater ground for apprehension. 

At two o'clock in the morning, and in 
spite of a heavy, beating rain, I reached 
Port-Saint-P^re, always accompanied by my 
two faithful picked companies, the soldiers 
of which must really have had limbs of 
iron to follow me as they did. We there 
found eight hundred men belonging to the 
national guard of the district of Paimboeuf. 
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As we passed, we searched the chateau of M. 
Aristide Grainville, in which we supposed 
tlie Duchess of Berri might have been con- 
cealed, but found nothing there. 

After this operation, we continued our 
march, and arrived at Machecoul about nine 
oVlock in the morning. All was perfectly 
(juiet at that place, and I was informed that 
such of the inhal)itants as had l)een compelled 
to leave their work and join the Chouans 
would gladly have returned to their homes ; 
the fear of punishment alone keeping them 
in the ranks of the rebels. I immediately 
issued the following proclamation, which I 
ordered to be distributed through the country, 
and which produced tlie best possible effect. 



'' Inhabitants of the Country, 
** Four day^ only have now elapsed since, 
having ])laced confidence in the promises of 
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the nobles who are the enemies of our libei- 
ties« 70U first raised the standard of rebeUion, 
and ahready have several of the chiefs who 
promised you victory received the reward of 
their base treachery. The prisons of Nantes 
are glutted, and by those missing from 
among you« you may ascertain the num- 
ber of your leaders who have become vic- 
tims to their own blind folly. Ye young 
men, who think ye wiU escape from the con- 
scription by enlisting under the banner of 
these noble egotists, what have ye gained by 
following them ? Defeat, and the shame of 
being forced, as Frenchmen, to fly from your 
own countrymen; for wherever you have 
assembled, there also have you been dispersed. 
Do you not tremble lest your crops, so plen- 
tiful in appearance, should be destroyed by 
the scourge of civil war ? What can you 
obtain in exchange for fighting? and what 
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do you expect from the promises of all 
those nobles who only make use of you for 
the promotion of their i)ersonal interests, and 
who, the moment you become of no further 
use to them, will attempt to replunge you 
into servitude, and take from you the little 
property you have acquired since the revo- 
lution ? Young men, are you not all of you 
Frenchmen ? are you not our brethren ? and 
think you that, when necessity forces us to 
fight against you, our hearts do not bleed 
at the wounds we inflict upon you ? Come 
back to us ! we will open our arms to re- 
ceive you. Return to your homes, deliver 
up your arms at the municipalities, and do 
not fear the least resentment from us. All 
shall be forgotten, and your return shall 
expiate your fault.'' 

" jMachecoul, June 7tli, U)32.'' 
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After this, I took measures for making the 
most effective search throughout the country, 
and for this object I oi^nized two move- 
able columns, composed half of national guards 
and half of troops of the line. Having ex- 
plained to one the district it would have to 
explore, I proceeded with the other to the 
chateau of La Chaloti^re, a vast and ancient 
manor-house, surrounded by a magnificent 
park, and which, from its lone situation, was 
said to serve the Chouans as a place of re- 
treat. The search I made there was un- 
attended, however, with any result. 

I immediately after pushed on to St. Eti- 
enne de Mer-Morte, where I found no other 
traces of the Chouans than two freshly co- 
vered graves in the churchyard. Two Ven- 
deans, kiUed on the 5th at La Caraterie, a 
chateau belonging to M . de Cornullier, lay 
buried there. 
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On returnin:: from this place I went lo 
Paiilx, a somewhat con>iderable burgh, whose 
name stands in the central retrister as sup- 
plying six hundred men. I here halted to 
lefresh my column, and proceeded to the only 
inn in the place. Xo sooner was I seated 
there than an orderly came to inform me 
that a gentleman without his coat, and in 
a fine white shirt, was in the stable-yard 
cleaning three horses. I immediately di- 
rected that he should be brought before me ; 
and five minutes after he entered the room 
in which I was sitting. 

On asking his name and profession, he 
replied by showing me his passport, and 
his commission as postmaster for supplying 
post-horses, at a place near Toulouse. He 
came to La Vendue, he said, for the pur- 
I)Ose of i)urchasing horses at the fair of St. 
(lervais. In fact, this fair uas to begin 
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next day, and we were only four leagues 
from the viUage in which it was held. 
Nevertheless^ as the account he gave of 
himself did not appear to me quite satis- 
factory, I ordered him to be searched by 
my gendarmes. Like all the Carlists, he 
wore a scapulary suspended from his neck ; 
to this scapulary was attached a gold heart 
surmounted by a small cross, on which was 
engraven, " GOD and THE KING.** He 
wore, moreover, a belt containing five thou- 
sand francs in gold, for which I gave him 
a receipt ; and, having drawn up a proc^s- 
verbal, I delivered him in charge to the 
gendarmes, who almost immediately after 
brought me a brace of horse-pistols and a long 
Italian stiletto, which they had found in the 
holsters of his saddle. There could be no 
further doubt that this prisoner belonged to 
the Carlist army. I was afterwards informed 
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that one of the horses upon which, when dis- 
covered, he was performing the office of 
groom, liad been ridden by the Duchess of 
Berri. From this circumstance, my sol- 
diers called him nothing but " the Duchess/' 
This was the only capture I made. The 
Duchess escaped and remained at Paulx, 
concealed in the cottage of a peasant. 

I now turned my attention towards re- 
establishing the maire of Paulx in his office, 
having found him at Machecoul, wliither he 
had fled during the danger. I escorted this 
functionary to his house ; and, in order to 
give greater solemnity to his re-installation, 
I pardoned forty Chouans wliom he presented 
to me as belonging to his commune. I made 
them a military harangue, at the conclusion 
of which I told them that I placed the maire 
entirely under their safeguard. They an- 
swered for his safety, and kei)t their word ; 
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for I afterwards ascertained that nothing 
further had occurred to trouble his security. 

I further ordered them to deliver up 
their arms, and sign their submission in the 
regbters of the commune. This they im- 
mediately complied with. Their example 
was followed by all the Chouans who dwelt 
in the neighbouring villages, against whom, 
from that period, no further proceedings, 
were carried on. By such means, the whole 
district was pacified in the course of a few 
days. 

The ceremony of the maire*s re-installa- 
tion being over, I resumed my march, direct- 
ing my detachment upon the village of La 
Mame, where I had ordered the comman- 
dant Philippeau to meet me. I found him 
just returning from Sainte-Lumine-de- 
Cousait, where, he had made a battue, as 
well as in its environs, without finding any 
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traces of the Chouans, although on the pre- 
vious day it had been invested by more than 
eight hundred rebels. 7'he only capture he 
had made was a young man wounded in 
the leg, who stated that he had received 
his wound at the coml^at of \'ieillevigne. 
It was he who informed us that the Duchess 
of Berri had been present at tliis action, 
and had dressed the men's wounds. I 
returned to Machecoul the same evening, 
after having made my detachment cover, 
in the course of the day, more than twelve 
leagues of ground.* Tliis did not prevent 
me from ordering, for the next day (9th), a 
fresh battue in the marsh of Bouaine. 

We accordingly started at two o'clock in 
the morning, and having divided my troops 
into two columns, we reached Bouaine by 
two opposite roads. Here, however, we 
found every thing, perfectly quiet, and we 

* About tweiitv-eiuht miles. — Tr. 
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therefore resumed our march to return to 
Machecoul, which we reached after as hard 
a day's work as the preceding. 

I here found a letter from General Soli- 
gnac, ordering me to return the next day 
to Nantes, with the men under my com- 
mand. 

The remainder of the day I employed in 
reviewing the national guard, and I in- 
formed the men composing it that they 
might return to their homes on the morrow. 
They were animated by the best feelings, 
and r^retted only that they had not dis- 
covered a body of Chouans which they 
might have fallen upon. We parted the best 
friends in the world. 

On Sunday morning the 10th of June 
I set out for Nantes, with my prisoner, 
whom I wished to keep near my person. 
Lest any misfortune should befall him, I 

Q 
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sent all my gendarmes, with the exception 
of three, on an expedition to tlie marsli. 
The three I h.ad retained composed my 
sole escort; ibr mv infantry colnmns did 
not march fast enono-li. IIavin<x set off 
at a hand-gallop, I left tlie infantry be- 
hind me. I had thns to cross fcmr leagues 
of country in a state of insurrection, which, 
strictly speaking, was not yery prudent ; 
but I felt a full confidence that, after forty 
years of warAn-e with grape-shot, I should 
not at last be killed by a contemptible ball 
from behind a hedirc. 

And indeed, I reached Poi't-Saint-Pc're 
in safety. Innncdiately on my arriyal, I 
proceeded witli my cai)tured Chouan to the 
residence of the maire. I here found the 
family at bieakfast, and, on beino- inyited to 
partake of the meal, I rcqiiired no pressing 
to accept the offer, only I rerpiested the 
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master of the house to extend his kind 
invitation to my secretary, — pointing to M* 
de PuyIaroc» my prisoner. This, as it may 
well be imagined, was complied with in the 
politest manner, and my sham secretary also 
took his place at the breakfast-table. 

Nevertheless, however hungry he might 
have been, he by no means felt at ease. 
The conversation was entirely on the sub- 
ject of the Chouans, and it was asked, by 
what sort of magic the civil war, ex- 
pected to have been long and sanguinary, 
had suddenly ceased? All the honours of 
this pacification were attributed to me, and 
each praise was followed by a toast of suc- 
cess to me, and death to the Chouans. 
At each toast my poor secretary made a wry 
&ce. This was fortunately attributed to the 
tartness of the wine, which was the produc- 
tion of the host's own vineyard. 

Q 2 
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From preneralities the company soon pro- 
ceeded to i)articulars ; and I was asked to 
relate tlie circumstance of the arrest of the 
gentleman in the fine shirt, who was found 
actinfj tlie nart of a ^room towards three 
horses in the court-vard of the inn at 
Paulx. I referred tlie question to my secre- 
taiv, who, as 1 informed him, was better ac- 
quainted with the particulars than I was. 
He related the whole affair with a tolerably 
good grace ; but one of the company having 
asked him why I had not ordered the rascal to 
be shot, he referred the inquirer to me. All 
the reasons for clemency which I could urge, 
seemed to have Init little weight, for the 
party rose from the table in the midst of a 
general chorus, declaring that the prisoner 
ought to have been put to death imme- 
diately. 

I thought this unanimity of feeling not 
very gratifying to my poor devil of a serre- 
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tary; thereforei having perceived the front 
of mj first column of infantry entering the 
village, I seized this as a pretext for taking 
leave of these enthusiasts, and went out to 
meet my troops* I directed Captain Teis- 
sier, who commanded the column, to make 
a halt at Port-Saint-P^re, rest the men, 
and not return to Nantes till next day; 
for I had made the poor fellows under 
his command perform on an average fifteen 
leagues a day, ever since they had been out. 

Having still five leagues to travel before J 
reached Nantes, I set out immediately after 
I had given these orders. On reaching the 
suburbs of the city, a woman called out, 
*' Oh ! here comes the General with another 
Chouan !" This convinced me that my pri- 
soner had been recognised, and that it would 
be difficult to save his life if I did not hasten 
forward. I therefore dismissed two of my 
escort, and, having directed the remaining 
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gendarme to follow ine, and M. de Puyla- 
roc to follow him, wc trotted on. In this 
manner we proceeded through the city with- 
out any further attention being paid to the 
prisoner, whom I brought in safety to my 
own liouse. 

Tlie moment I got off my horse, I pro- 
ceeded to the residence of General Solignac, 
and reported to him the particulars of my 
ex})edition. 

On the 12th, I set out for Chateaubriand, 
but had no sooner reached that place, than 
I received intelligence of the return of Ge- 
neral lionnet to Nantes. He had come 
to resume the chief command of tlie fourth, 
twelfth, and thirteenth military divisions. 
Few things could have proved more agree- 
able to me than this information ; it in- 
duced me to set (JUt immediately for 
Nantes, where I arrived about ci<'ht odock 
in the evenin<x. I had thus riilden fifteen 
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leagues in five hours and a half; and 
yet I arrived in time to pay my respects 
to the new general-in-chief on the same 
evening. 

The very next day, his presence at Nantes 
was easily perceived : the movements had 
resumed their activity and simultaneous- 
nessy whilst, prior to that time, the negli- 
gence in this respect had been so great, that 
even up to the 15th of June, the placing of 
the city in a state of siege had not yet been 
officially made known to the maire. I took 
General Bonnet's orders on the subject : he 
directed me to go through these necessary 
forms ; and, having done so, I returned next 
day to Chateaubriand for the purpose of ter- 
minating the operations which I had there 
begun. 

When I came back to Nantes, I urged 
the prefect to issue a proclamation to the 
people over whom he exercised jurisdic- 
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tion, stating that the placing of the city 
in a state of siege need not prevent the 
civil and military autliorities from acting 
together in concert. I likewise pressed him 
to collect all arrears of taxes. In the 
mean time, the octave of Corpus-Christi 
having arrived, I ordered all the military 
commandants to protect the religious cere- 
monies of tliis festival, in order to deprive 
the ]iriests of the least pretence for com- 
plaining, which they would not liave failed 
to do witliout this precaution. 

J was at Savenai when I heard that the 
trial of M. de Kersabiec, and the sentence 
passed ujmn that individual by the first 
court-martial, were Ukely to cause some dis- 
turbance ; I therefore started en poste, at ten 
o'clock at night, accompanied l)y my aide-de- 
camp, and arrived at Nantes in time to 
witness the riots, in which (Jeneral Solignac 
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adopted a line of conduct that occasioned 
his recall. 

I shall not here dwell upon the disputes 
which took place between the two generals ; 
the whole affair has been published, and 
every one has been able to make up his 
mind as to which of them was to blame, and 
which in the right. All I can say is this : 
I would not for the world have to begin 
again the fortnight I spent, constantly 
pressed between the contending self-loves of 
these two gentlemen. At length the ap- 
pointment of General Count d'Erlon to the 
chief command of the division, put an end 
to these conflicts, and enabled me to resume 
my excursions. 

My first expedition was for the purpose 
of establishing a garrison of eighty volti- 
geurs in the chateau belonging to the Mar- 
quis de Coislin — having obtained authority 
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to do so. This measure was one of very 
great iinj)ortance, because ]\I. de Coislin liad 
made the peasants believe he was so power- 
ful that tlie government would never dare 
to attack him i)ersonally. I however gave 
strict orders that this beautiful estate should 
l)e res])ectcd, and iMadanie de Coislin's cer- 
tificate ■^" is a i)roof that my instructions were 
attended to. 

About tiiis time, I had a search made at 
the chateau of La A'iolcv, belontrins: to 
General Clouet, wlieie several letters and a 
sini'ular brevet were found. I here srive 
one of the letters, because it seems to me to 
contain a great deal of v/it, and the brevet, 
because it appears a curious document. 
The letter slious how little tlie niinisters 
were justified in talking of a pretended 
Carlo-republican alliance; nevertheless, I shall 

* Sl'l" AppeiKliN, Xu, XII. 
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not state who the writer is, though, in good 
truth, it would not be unfair to name her. 
Many worse things have been written with- 
out the the authors having even thought of 
remaining unknown. 

June 18th, 1831. 

" Your young friend, my dear General, 
cannot repress the desire he feels to embrace 
you, in order worthily to celebrate the an- 
niversary of that delightful campaign at Al- 
giers. The other day we drank to the health 
of our brave men of those good days; and 
I hope you will have perceived it, by an 
increase of the vigour of life. During this 
time. General Dumoustier was dying, from 
the recent amputation of one of his legs, 
which in these latter times he had made 
use of badly enough for him to believe in its 
being a punishment inflicted by God ; for it 
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was a fall in one of his fine excursions 
against us that occasioned all his suffer- 
ings and this his last niisfortune. He was 
a protectant, as you know, so that our 
clergy have nothing whatever to do with 
his carcass, in honour of which all the ar- 
tillery of Xantes has Ijccn fired. This must 
not, h()\ve\ er, he made a suhject of reproach 
to him, for it is the last noise the poor devil 
will ever make in this world. It is thus that 
all goes off in smoke ; and it is truly w^orth 
Avhile to do so nmch harm ! We mav, 
however, he made to regret him, hy having 
a worse sent to us.* 

'* Vou see by the puhlic journals how the 
rei)ublic is in pre})aration. Its principles 
reach even the army ; what has occurred in 
the south is a [)roof of this. There is a 
regiment now passing through this place 

* rroiicral 8oli<;iiac was appointed to succeed him. 
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on its inarch to Brittany, the officers of which 
boast loudly of their republican principles. 
We shall, I trust, be separated into two very 
distinct camps, which will be much better. 
All those men of the juste-milieu do nothing 
but dirt and begrime every thing they touch ; 
they are more embarrassed than ever, here, 
to prevent the stupid fricass6e from turning, 
which they have made with such hetero- 
geneous ingredients. In vain do they shake 
the stew-pan, nothing will mix, and the 
whole compound will some day or other 
not very far distant, fly out and scald their 
faces. 

** The speedy planting of a tree of liberty 
at Nantes is announced to us. You are 
aware of the scandalous occurrence during 
the procession at Sainte-Croix. Cavaignac 
had gone to Nantes for the purpose of ex- 
citing the public feelings, and he departed 
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Parisians, whom I detest more and more. 
We appear to them mad, and nothing else. 
In their judgment, wisdom lies in infamy, 
and they mistake indignation for brain-fever. 
Their theatres are filled with obscenity and 
impiety, and they laugli at every tiling. 

Good God ! 

" I leave on the 30th, that is to say, next 
Thursday week. If, however, between this 
and that we sliould have a republic, I think 
I should remain here. There are still twelve 
days to run before that period arrives, and 
twelve days in tliese times may bring many 
changes. Oh ! the delightful age we live in ! 

" Adieu." * 

Next comes the brevet : 

* Though General Dermoncourt has not thought 
prijper to give the name of the fair writer of this letter, 
we, whn have not the same scruples, here insert it. 
The letter was written by the jMarchioneas de CX>islin. 

Tr_ 
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" Brother Antoine, Abbot of our lady 
OF La Trappe de Millerat, of the 

STRICT OBSERVANCE OF THE ORDER OF 

Cistercians in the diocess of Nantes, 
TO Monsieur Anne - Louis - Antoine 
Clouet, Knight of St. Louis, and offi- 
cer OP THE LEGION OF HONOUR. 

** Health in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

*^ Although the laws of Christian charity 
oUige us to pray to God for all men in 
general, we nevertheless consider ourselves 
more strictly obliged to pray for those per- 
sons who express a wish that we should 
do so, and place some confidence in our 
prayers. Therefore, sir, we, being informed 
that you entertain such feelings towards us, 
do willingly grant you these our letters of 
association which you have demanded of us, 
trusting in the infinite mercy of God, on the 
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powerful intercession of the blessed Virgin 
I\Iary, our patroness, and on that of our de- 
vout father St. Bernard and the other saints 
protectors of our order. Notwithstanding 
our sense of our own unworthincss, we pro- 
mise you that, during the whole course of 
our lives, you shall share in all our acts of 
piety, religion, and penitence ; in the com- 
munion of our brethren ; even in the holy 
sacrifices at our altars ; and generally in all 
doing and henceforward to be done in this 
monastery, by the operation of the spirit of 
God ; and lastly, when we receive news of 
your death, we will take care to implore the 
Lord to grant you a full and entire remis- 
sion of your sins, and to put you in pos- 
session of the repose of his saints, 

** Moreover, we trust, sir, that this en- 
gagement will be reciprocal : that is to say, 
that you will make us participators in the 
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merit of your good works, and remember 
us in your prayers. This, in the strongest 
manner, we conjure you to do. 

" Made at our monastery this 22nd day 
of July, 1821. 

" B. Antoine, 

Abbot, though unworthy. 
** B. Vincent, Prior. 
" B. Jules. 
\ y « B. Thomas. 

" B. Etienne. 
" By command of the Reverend Father 
Abbot, 

" B. Alexis, Secretary.** 

* This represents the seal of the monastery, bearing 
an imprint of the Virgin Mary. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



Meanwhile, my moveable columns con- 
tinued their movements on the other side 
of the Loire, and hunted down the Chou- 
ans wherever they appeared. The Duchess 
of Berri, who would not leave the kingdom, 
notwithstanding the earnest entreaties made 
to induce her to do so, had always some 
one or other of my detachments at her 
heels. One day her harness was taken ; it 
was recognised as belonging to her by 
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a saddle of red velvety embroidered with 
gold. At another time her wardrobe was 
captured, and she was obliged to continue 
her flight with nothing but the clothes she 
had on. 

It may well be supposed that this kind 
of life was intolerable. Being thus pur- 
sued^ the duchess had never an entire 
night of sleep ; and^ when day-light came^ 
danger and fatigue awoke with her. A 
new plan was then adopted by the Vendean 
chiefs^ and communicated to the duchess, 
who approved of it. She was to proceed 
to Nantes, where an asylum had long been 
prepared for her. We should then lose all 
traces of her in the country, and, during 
the further searches which would necessarily 
follow her disappearance, and draw from 
Nantes the few troops stationed there, the 
Chouans were to enter the city on a 
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market-day, disguised as peasants, get pos- 
session of tlie castle by a coup-de-main, and 
immediately place the duchess within its 
walls ; — then declare Nantes the provisional 
capital of the kingdom, and proclaim the 
deposition of Louis-Philippe, together with 
the regency of the Duchess of Berri. To 
facilitate the execution of this enterprize, 
her Royal Highness was to reside as near 
to the castle as possible. For men in de- 
spair, this plan was not deficient either in 
boldness or in ability. It is true that, in 
all these combinations, the chiefs calcu- 
lated greatly upon the presence of mind 
and courage of the duchess ; and in this 
they were right : — for it was La Vendee 
which failed the duchess, not the duchess 
who failed La Vendee. 

They deliberated some time on the safest 
mode of cnterini^ Nantes. The duchess 
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closed the debate by stating^ that she would 
enter it on foot^ in the dress of a peasant- 
girl, accompanied only by Mademoiselle 
Eulalie de Kersabiec and M. de Menars. 

In consequence of this decision, the 
Duchess of Berri set out, on the very next 
market-day, which I believe was the l6th 
of June, at six o'clock in the morning, from 
a cottage at which she had slept, situated 
in the neighbourhood of Chateau-Thibaud. 
Mademoiselle de Kersabiec was dressed 
like the duchess, and M. de Menars as a 
farmer. They had five leagues to journey 
on foot. 

After travelling half an hour in this 
trim, the thick, nailed shoes and worsted 
stockings, to which the duchess was not ac- 
customed, hurt her feet. Still she attempt- 
ed to walk ; but, judging that if she con- 
tinued to wear these shoes and stockings. 
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hhe sliould soon be unable to proceed, she 
seated herself upon the bank of a ditch, 
took them off, thrust them into her large 
pockets, and continued her journey bare- 
foot. 

A moment after, having remarked the 
peasant-girls who passed her on the road, 
she perceived that the fineness of her skin, 
and the aristocratic whiteness of her legs, 
were likely to betray her ; she therefore 
went to the road-side, took some dark- 
coloured earth, and after rubbing her legs 
with it, resumed her walk. She had still 
four leagues to travel before she reached 
the place of her destination. 

This sight, it must be confessed, was an 
admirable theme to draw })hilosophical re- 
flections from those who accompanied her. 
I'hey beheld a woman who, two years be- 
fore, had her place of Queen-Mother at 
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the Tuileries^ and possessred Chambord and 
Bagatelle ; rode out in a carriage drawn by 
six horses^ with escorts of body-guairds re^ 

splendent with gold and silver — who went 
to the representation of theatrical pieces 
acted expressly for her, preceded by tun- 
ners shaking their torches — who filled the 
theatre with her sole presence, and, on her 
return to her palace, reached her splendid 
bed-chamber, walking upon double cushions 
from Persia and Turkey, lest the floor should 
gall her delicate little feet : — this woman, 
the only one of her family, perhaps, who had 
done nothing to deserve her misfortunes, 
they now saw, still covered with the smoke 
of the action at Vieillevigne, beset with 
dagger, proscribed, a price set upon hei* 
head, and whose only escort and couri 
consisted of an old man and a young ghrl, — 

going to seek an asylum from which she 
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miglit perhaps be shut out, chid in the 
i^armcnts of a peasant, walking barefoot 
upon the anguhir sand and sharp pebbles of 
tlie road. And it was not she who suffered, 
but her companions : they had tears in 
their eyes, and she, laughter, jests, and 
consolation in her mouth. Oh ! these arc 
curious times we live in, when almost every 
country has its kings who wander bare- 
foot through the highways ! 

Meanwhile, the distance became progres- 
sively shorter, and, in proportion as they 
got nearer to Nantes, their fears subsided. 
Tlic Duchess had become accustomed to 
her attire, and the country-people on the 
road did not seem to perceive that the 
little peasant-woman who tripped lightly 
by them, was anv other than her dress indi- 
cated. It was already a great point gained 
to deceive the instinct of ])enetration pecu- 
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liar to the inhabitants of this country^ and 
who are rivalled^ if not surpassed in this 
quality^ only by soldiers inured to warfare. 

At length, Nantes appeared in sight, and 
the duchess put on her shoes and stockings 
to enter the town. On reaching the Pont 
Pyrmile, she found herself in the midst of a 
detachment commanded by an officer for- 
merly in the royal guard, and whom sh^ 
recognised as having often seen him on 
duty at her palace. 

Opposite to the BouflPai, somebody tap- 
ped the duchess on the shoulder; she 
started and turned round. The person 
guilty of this familiarity was an old apple- 
woman, who had placed her basket of fruit 
on the ground and was unable by herself to 
replace it upon her head. 

*' My good girls," she said, addressing 
the Duchess and Mademoiselle de Kersabiec, 
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" help me, pray, to take up my basket, and 
I will give each of you an apple." 

The duchess of Berri immediately seized 
a handle of the basket, made a sign to her 
companion to take the other, and the load 
was quickly placed in equilibrium upon the 
head of the old woman, who was going 
away without giving the promised reward, 
when the duchess seized her by the arm, 
and said: *^ Stop, mother, where 's my 
ap})ic : 

The old woman having given it to her, 
she was eating it with an appetite sharp- 
ened by a walk of five leagues, when, raising 
her eyes, they fell upon a placard headed 
by these three words in very large letters : 

STATE OF SIEGE. 

This was the Ministerial decree which 
outlawed four departments of La Vendee, 
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and set a price upon the duchess's head. 
She approached the placard and calmly 
read it through^ notwithstanding the re- 
monstrances of Mademoiselle de Kersabiec^ 
who pressed her to hasten to the house 
where she was expected. But the duchess 
replied that the placard concerned herself, 
too nearly for her not to make herself ac- 
quainted with its contents. The alarm of 
her two companions^ whilst she was reading 
it, may easily be imagined. 

At length she resumed her walk, and in 
a few minutes reached the house at which 
she was expected. There she took off ber 
clothes covered with dirt, whidi are now 
preserved there as relics. She soon after« 
wards proceeded to the residence of Mes- 
demoiselles Deguigny, Rue Haute-du-Cha- 
teM, No« 3, where an apartment was pre- 
pared for her, and, within this apartment. 
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a place of concealment. The apartment 
was nothing but a mansarde on the third 
floor consisting of two small rooms ; and 
the place of concealment was a recess within 
an angle closed by the chimney of the in- 
nermost room. An iron plate formed the 
entrance to the hiding-place, and was opened 
by a spring. 

From a life of the greatest agitation, 
the Duchess suddenly passed to a state of 
the most complete inactivity. Her corre- 
spondence, which she always wrote herself, 
served to kill a few hours during the day, 
but the others seemed to her of dreadful 
length. She employed them in manual 
labour very foreign to her habits, and to 
the habits of those whom she made to share 
it with her. For instance, with the assist- 
ance of M. de M^nars, she entirely pasted 
on the grey paper which covered the walls 
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of her mansarde. Her most habitual occu- 
pation^ however, was painting flowers and 
tapestry, in which she excels. On the least 
subject of alarm, a bell was rung, which 
reached from the ground*floor to her bed- 
chamber and gave the signal for conceal- 
ment within the recess. 

The Duchess of Berri took her meals on 
the second floor. She admitted to her table 
M. de M^nars, Mademoiselle Stylite de 
Kersabiec, who had joined the party, the 
two Demoiselles Deguigny, and lastly, M • 
Guibourg, who after his escape from the 
prison of Nantes, also took refuge in the 
same house, three weeks before the duchess 
was apprehended. These meals were often 

interrupted by false alarms, caused by mili- 
tary detachments entering or leaving the 
town. In this manner the duchess of Berri 

spent five months. Meanwhile, the activity 
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with which I pursued tlie Chouans left tliem 
no means of concerting with each other for 
the execution of the plan I have before 
mentioned. Moreover, the head and life of 
the party was no longer with them. The 
fifty-sixth regiment of the line, sent to me 
towards the end of June, gave me an 
opportunity of rendering my pursuit more 
rigorous, and giving greater activity to 
my measures. I accordingly reinforced my 
cantonments, and established moveable co- 
lumns, which scoured the country in all 
directions ; and the partisans of Henry V. 
soon lost all hope of kindling civil war to 
any dangerous extent. 

For some time past, however, a report 
was in circulation that the Duchess of Berri 
was at Nantes. This report was a certainty 
to me : my agents had brought me positive 
proofs of her presence in that city, and I 
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had reported the same to superior autho- 
rity. But, as the place of her concealment 
was known only to very few persons, and 
these persons were entirely devoted to her, 
there were not many chances of discovering 
where she was, whatever degree of credit 
tiie civil and military authorities might have 
attached to my sources of information. 

Moreover, in her new place of refuge, 
the duchess had become an object of special 
surveillance. A sort of coterie had pos* 
session of her person, and would allow no 
one to see her. Even M. Bourmont had * 

great difficulty in obtaining an interview 
with her. 

About this period, Deutz arrived at Paris. 

• I -Will forego the repugnance which i 

military man naturally feels to mention a 

being ^ this description, whom I should^ 

nfever pass in the street without bestowing 



.^ 
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a horsewhipping upon him, did I not 
think my horse would be dct^radcd by 
beint»' afterwards floi'iied with the same 
whip. Treachery lias, liowever, become so 
common within the hist t(M\ years, that 
traitors are the historical men of our period. 
But such periods always exist in the decline 
of every monarchy, and must needs have 
their chronicles as if they were days of 
victory, in order to leave no hiatus in the 
history of nations. I will therefore state 
all I know concerning Deutz, having re- 
ceived the information from the individuals 
with the duchess, as well as from herself. 
As for this execrable monster himself, I 
never beheld him. 

Hyacinth Simon Deutz was born at Co- 
logne in 1802. A\ hen eighteen or twen- 
ty years of age he became a journeyman 
printer at M. Didot's. About this period. 
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his brother-in-law, M. Drack,* having be- 
come a Catholic, Deutz, enraged at this con- 
version, uttered such fearful threats that 
Drack applied to the police for protec- 
tion. Nevertheless, two or three years 
afterwards, Deutz*s judaical fanaticism had 
subsided so considerably, that he even de- 
clared his intention of himself embracing 
the Catholic faith, and for this purpose 
solicited, through his brother-in-law, an 
audience of the Archbishop of Paris. Dur- 
ing the progress of his conversion, this 
prelate, thinking that it would probably be 
more rapid and more efficacious at Rome, 
advised him to proceed thither. Deutz 
accordingly performed this journey in the 
beginning of the year 1828. M. de Quelenf 

* M. Drack was a Jewish Rabbi, and his conver- 
sion made a great noise at Paris some years ago. Tr. 
t The Archbishop of Paris. Tr. 

s 2 
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recommended him in the strongest terms to 
Cardinal Capellari, then Prefect of tlie 
Propaganda, and now Ciregory XIV. Leo 
XII. the then reigning pope, directed Arch- 
bishop Ostini to instruct him in the Ca- 
tholic religion. For some time, and on 
several occasions, Deutz seemed to waver 
in his resolution. In 1828 he wrote as 
follows : 

*' I have experienced some days of storm, 
and was even on the eve of returning to 
Paris without baptism. This was the last 
struggle of expiring Judaism. Thanks be 
to God, my eyes are now entirely opened, 
and in a short time I shall have the happi- 
ness of being a Christian." 

He was at length judged worthy of bap- 
tism, and Baron Mortier, First Secretary 
of Embassy, was his godfather. An Italian 
princess was the other sponsor. 
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Thus it was by betraying his God that 
he exercised himself in the art of betraying 
man. 

He was soon after presented to the Pope^ 
who received him with the most benevolent 
kindness. A pension of twenty-five piastres* 
a month had been allowed him^ the moment 
he arrived at Rome, from the funds of the 
Propaganda. His brother-in-law, Drack, 
being recommended to the Duchess of 
Berri by Baron Mortier, had been appointed 
librarian to her Royal Highness. It was at 
this period that, on the recommendation of 
the Pope, Deutz was admitted into the 
Convent of the Holy Apostles as a boarder, 
and he always continued to affect the 
greatest devotion in public. Nevertheless, 
the persons who were intimate with him, 
easily perceived with what view he had 

* Five pounds sterling. 
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made his abjuration. Most of his original 
patrons discovered tliat he was deceiving 
them, and abandoned him successively. He 
soon had nothing left but the support of 
Cardinal Capellari, who, seeing him but 
seldom, continued to feel the same interest 
in his welfare. 

In 1830, Deutz, under pretence that he 
would no longer live upon charity, obtained 
from his patron, the present Pope, a few 
thousand francs, with which he left Rome, 
to settle, he said, as a bookseller, at New 
York. In 1831, he returned to France, 
after having spent the funds destined to 
purchase his stock in trade. From France 
he again went to Italy. At this period the 
Duchess of IJerri, who was making prepa- 
rations for her landing in France, was in 
search of a resolute and intelligent man to 
undertake certain missions of the higliest 
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importance^ in Spain^ Portugal^ and Russia. 
The Pope mentioned Deutz to the duchess^ 
as a man perfectly qualified for such an un- 
dertakings and deserving of her fullest con- 
fidence. On this recommendation the 
Duchess of Berri decided upon seeing him. 

At Massa, a town belonging to the 
Duchy of Modena^ and situated upon the 
coast of Tuscany^ he had several audi- 
ences of the duchess^ but always in differ- 
ent houses. He set out, with instruc- 
tions of the most delicate nature, which he 
fulfilled with great ability. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Meanwhile time had sped on, and the 
Duchess of Bcrri, now certain of maintain- 
ing peace witli tlie three great powers, 
should she succeed in placing her son up- 
on the throne of France, had contrived to 
enter La Vendee in the manner I have 
described, and civil war had followed her 
thither. 

Whilst this was passing, Deutz returned 
to Paris to assist, in conjunction with an 



IN LA VENDEE. 265 

agent of the King of Portugal^ in raising 
a loan, which her Royal Highness and Don 
Miguel were to share equally, on con- 
dition that Don Miguel should furnish the 
duchess with an equivalent for part of the 
sum in arms and ammunition, which he 
was to land upon the coast of La Vendee. 

It was at this period that, the attention 
of the police of Paris being directed to- 
wards these two men, one of them was 
recognized as an agent of the Duchess of 
Berri. Offers of a bribe to betray her 
were immediately made to him by subaU 
tern agents of the Government ; but Deutz 
chose to treat with the Minister of the In- 
terior himself, who granted him an audience. 
This minister was M. de Montalivet. 

What passed at this interview — what 
promises were made, and what oiFers ac- 
cepted, remains a secret between M. de 
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Montalivet and Deutz. But as the devil 
has always a hand in such treaties, they 
generally succeed. Nevertheless, though 
the instrument was found, there was great 
hesitation about using it. If the Duchess 
of Berri were arrested, ^he would come 
within the jurisdiction of the Court of As- 
size, which might very possibly condemn 
her to death. The King, it is true, en- 
joyed his prerogative of pardoning ; but 
there are times when it is as difficult to 
exercise this power of clemency as that of 
inflicting death. On the other hand, leav- 
ing the Duchess of Berri to proceed in 
her plans was not without inconvenience. 
The Chamber of Deputies, however dull 
and easy, might in the end become as 
tired of civil war as of other things, 
and insist upon its being ])ut an end to. 
In a word. M. de Moiitalivet remained in 
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great embarrassment with his traitor^ not 
knowing how to act, and quite in despair 
at having proved himself so clever. 

About this period a ministerial remodel- 
ling took place : M. de Montalivet was 
appointed to the civil list, and M. Thiers 
took his place as Minister of the Inte- 
rior. In this change, the youthful minis- 
ter saw the means of getting rid of his 
Judas, by sending him to claim his thirty 
pieces of another. But Deutz raised diflB- 
culties. He had begun the affair, he said, 
with the Count de Montalivet, and would 
terminate it with him ; he knew the Count, 
and was unacquainted with M. Thiers ; — 
in short, after much talking, M. de Mon- 
talivet prevailed upon Deutz to get into 
his carriage with him, and they drove to- 
gether to the residence of M. Thiers. 

This gentleman was too penetrating not 
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to liave a suspicion of the rliscontent which 
his appointment had given, and too able 
not to attempt to gain popularity by strik- 
ing an important blow. The capture of 
the Duchess of Berri would secure him the 
favour of the Chamber of Deputies, and the 
CHiamber of Deputies he considered to be 
the whole nation, or nearly so. Hence M. 
Thiers might perchance become a national 
man. 

Deutz accordingly set out for La Vendee, 
accompanied by M. Joly, a Commissary of 
Police, and arrived there under the name of 
Hyacinth. 

A few days after his arrival, and doubt- 
less for the purpose of concerting measures 
with him, M. Maurice Duval was appointed 
Prefect. 

This unp()])uhir appointment, the brutal 
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dismissal of M. de Saint-Aignan, even the 
manner in which this gentleman received 
intimation that he was to be superseded, 
excited great discontent among the inha* 
bitants of Nantes. Moreover, the reputa* 
tion which M. Maurice Duval had acquired 
at Grenoble preceded his arrival at the city 
he was now appointed to administer, and 
told much to his disadvantage. Any single 
one of these reasons would have proved suf- 
ficient to have obtained for him an ordinary 
charivari ;* but all these reasons combined 
led to his receiving one which, under the 
government of the majorities, might have 
been termed the king of charivarb. 

On the 19th of October the inhabitants 
of Nantes were informed of the dismissal of 

^ A hideous concert produced by tbe sound of ket« 
UeSj frying-pans, and all sorts of noisy, jingling, and 
discordant instruments. In France, the charivari is 
used to express disapprobation or unpopularity. — Tr. 
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ceived this general enthusiasm, but fearing 
to stop it in its first impetus, dispatched a 
staff-officer to acquaint M. Maurice Duval 
with the noisy reception that awaited him. 
The new Prefect profited by this informa- 
tion, and, sending forw^ard his empty car- 
riage, entered the city incognito. 

Thus for a moment did M. Maurice Duval 
outwit these inconvenient musicians. Never- 
theless, the information soon spread that the 
new Prefect had reached the Hotel de 
France, Place de la Comedie. The chari- 
vari-orchestra proceeded thither immedi- 
ately, but the Place was too small to con- 
tain the whole of the performers. The 
body of musicians alone, like a great taran- 
tula-spider, fixed itself in the Place and 
spread its claws through the neighbouring 
streets. Now a noise began, sufficient to 
rupture the brain of a deaf man. Persons 
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worthy of credit, who live at a diataiiee of 

two leagues from the city, have since aflbm- 

ed, upon their honour, that they heard tfab 

dreadfiil noise at their houses. Nor is ^Um 

surprising; for there were probably ten 
thousand musicians performing together ; 

being five thousand more than Nero had^ 
and every body is acquainted with that 
emperor's taste for melody. During the 
loudest part of the concert, a man on foot 
made incredible efforts to get through the 
crowd and reach the Hotel de France, the 
doors of which were shut. He was, how- 
ever, forced to mingle with the charivari^Ur 
sicians, and join in their chorus. This indi- 
vidual was no other than M. Maurice DuvaL 
Next day, the new Prefect took up his 
abode at the prefecture. The news of his 
installation in office convinced the musicians 
that their performance would not be thrown 
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away, so far as regarded the individual for 
whom it was intended. Consequently, about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, the orchestra 
again assembled in the Place de la Prefec- 
ture. Here, it was still more numerous and 
more noisy than the night before. 

It is, however, in the character of the 
French, soon to get tired of everything, even 
of a charivari, and on the third day, a con- 
siderable number of the musicians were ab- 
sent. The authorities then thought they 
might with safety put an end to the daily 
serenade. Accordingly, between seven and 
eight o'clock in the evening, platoons of 
gendarmes and infantry of the line de- 
bouched in the Place, and occupied all 
the streets leading into it. The musicians 
now thought, and with good reason too, 
that it was high time to terminate their 
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performance ; they therefore retreated from 
the troops, going on nevertheless with their 
charivari as they fell back, so that this re* 
treat was attended with all the honours of 
victory. 

Next day the city was perfectly peace* 
able, and M. Duval was enabled to publish 
a proclamation, in which he complained of 
being judged by his former reputation. 
Among other things, he said that his works 
should soon bear testimony of his patriotism. 

Now, as the work upon which he most 
depended to effect a change of opinion in 
his favour was the capture of the Duchess 
of Bern, he began by taking measures to 
prevent the possibility of her escaping him* 
This naturally brings us back to Deuts. 

We have already stated how jealously the 
duchess was watched by those around her, 

T 2 
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and that a coterie which had possession of 
her person prevented almost all her friends 
from seeing her. That circumstance had 
nearly rendered Deutz's treachery of no 
avail. This individual well knew that the 
duchess was at Nantes, but so far as that 
went the whole town was as much in the 
secret as he was. The house she inhabited 
was the important thing to know, and of 
this Deutz was ignorant. 

He succeeded, however, in making her 
acquainted with his arrival ; but the du- 
chess, fearing at first that this information 
was a snare laid by the police, or that 
another person might obtain access to her 
by assuming the name of Deutz, refused to 
see him unless he entrusted his dispatches to 
a person whom she sent to him. This he 
declined doing, but stated that he was going 
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to spend some days at Paimboeuf^ and on his 
return he would^ in the hope of being more 
fortunate^ have the honour again to solicit 
an audience of her Royal Highness. 

And in fact^ he quitted Nantes with his 
companion^ M. Joly^ who stuck to his per- 
son like a guard of the high constable's 
court. Both proceeded to Paimbceuf^ the 

one stating that he had come to purchase 

an estate in the neighbourhood^ the other 

that he was a land-surveyor, employed by 

his companion. They were absent ten days. 

Deutz, on his return to Nantes, renewed 
his request to be admitted to the hanour of 

an audience, but without any better success. 
He then consented to entrust a third per- 
son with the important despatches cxf which 
he was the bearer. On receiving these let- 
ters the duchess no longer felt any doubts 
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about the identity of Deutz, and consented 
to see him. 

Accordingly, on Wednesday the 31st of 
October, at seven o'clock in the evening, 
Deutz was taken to the house of the Demoi- 
selles Deguigny. He had never been there 
before, nor did he then know where he 
was, or even the street he was in. 

After a conference of an hour and a half, 
he took leave of the duchess, thinking at the 
time that she quitted the house w hen he did, 
and had received him as she had done at 
Massa, at the residence of a person de- 
voted to her, and not at her own. He 
was unable, therefore, either to give any 
very precise information concerning the 
house in which he had seen her, or to 
affirm positively where she was to be 
found. It would, of course, have been folly 
to risk an attempt to arrest her, which 
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might have produced no other result than 
that of putting her upon her guard. 

Deutz therefore solicited a second audi* 
ence, under pretence that the a^tation 
caused by the sight of Her Royal Highness 
at the last audience she granted him had 
made him forget to communicate to her 
matters of the most urgent importance. 
The duchess felt less difficulty in granting 
his request^ because she had herself dis- 
patches to give him. A second interview 
was therefore fixed for Tuesday the 6th of 
November, of which circumstance Deutz 
immediately informed the police. 

At four o'clock, Deutz was conducted to 
the duchess ; but it seems that he was fol- 
lowed by some skilful police-agents, who 
watched all his motions. 

The same day, at about two o'clock, this 
wretch had passed before the house in which 
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he had first seen her, and was again to see 
her that afternoon, the better, no doubt, to 
reconnoitre the premises. No sooner there- 
fore, had he entered the house a second 
time, than he made such observations as led 
him to suppose that the duchess resided 
there. 

On reaching her apartment, he found 

her pale and agitated. She rose, walked 
straight to him, crumpling a letter in 

her hand, and fixing her eyes upon him 

as if she would scrutinize his innermost 

thoughts. 

" Sir," she said, " do you know what 
they write to me from Paris ? they inform 
me, that I am betrayed ; — is it by you ?" 

Dcutz remained silent at this unexpected 
appeal ; he had not a word at command 
wherewith to defend himself. 

** You see. Sir/' continued the duchess. 
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showing him the dispatch, ^^ that I ant te 
be arrested to*morrow. Do jtm know any- 
thing about it r 

Deutz, having recovered himself, asBumcd 
a certain degree of assurance* He atlri«> 
huted to wounded feelings the confusion he 
had betrayed on her accusing him, protest* 

ed that he was innocent and faithful, and 
appealed for a proof of his incorruptibility 

\o the economy with which he had executed 
every mission she had entrusted him with. 
The Duchess acknowledged the truth of his 
appeal, and immediately said that she be^ 
Ueved him incapable of such baseness. This 
audience lasted about an hour. 

As Deutz withdrew, he passed near the 
door of the dining-room, which was i^ar. 
Casting a rapid glance into the room, he 
perceived a table set out for seven per- 
sons ; and as he knew that the Demoiselles 
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Deguigny lived alone, he had no doubt that 
the duchess was about to sit down to dinner. 
On that day she had invited Madame de 
Charrette,* and Mademoiselle Kersabiec to 
dine with her. 

Deutz immediately went to M. Maurice 
Duval, gave an account of what he had 
seen, and advised him to make haste so as 
to arrive before the dinner was over ; for he 
was not yet quite satisfied that the duchess 
resided in that house. The Prefect, that 
very morning, had concerted measures with 
the military authorities, who now that the 
city had been placed in a state of siege, ex- 
ercised the supreme power. He therefore 
proceeded, without losing an instant, to the 
house of Count d'Erlon, after having first 
locked Deutz into a room, under the charge 

* IMudaine de Clmrrette is a natural dauiihter of the 
late J3iike of Berri. 
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of a policeman, with orders not to quit 
him. This was done to make sure of his 
assistance and guidance. General d'Erlon 
having immediately sent to me, in ten mi- 
nutes all my military preparations were 
made in concert with him, and the necessary 
orders given to Colonel Simon Lorriire, 
commandant of the city. 

A large force was necessary on this occa* 
sion, for two reasons : first, hecause there 
might be a revolt among the population ; 
and secondly, because it was necessary to 
surround a large mass of houses. Conse- 
quently about twelve hundred men were 
called out; they had received, early that 
morning, orders to hold themselves in rea- 
diness. 

The two battalions which these men form- 
ed, were divided into three columns, of 
which I took the command, accompanied by 
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( HAPTER XIIL 



Darkness had now begun to spread her 
mantle over the city, and the night was 
beautiful. The Duchess of Berri, from the 
windows of her apartment, saw the moon 
rise above the horizon upon a calm, dark 
blue sky. The massive towers of the old 
castle, silent and motionless, displayed their 
forms like a brown shadow upon the hea- 
vens. There are moments when Nature 
seems to us ^^o mild, and so friendly, that, 
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amid the calmness she displays, we cannot 
suspect that danger is lurking nigh. The 
fears excited in the Duchess of Berri hy the 
letter she had received from Paris were 
wholly dissipated at this beautiful sight, 
when, on a sudden, M. Guibourg, who had 
approached the window, saw the glitter of 
bayonets, and a column of troops in fiill 
march towards the house. It was the one 
commanded by Colonel Simon Lorriire. 
He immediately started back, and ex- 
claimed, 

^* Hide yourself. Madam ! for God's sake^ 
hide yourself!" 

On reaching the mansarde, the recess was 
immediately opened, and a dispute arose 
as to who should enter it first. This was 
really not a vain quarrel of etiquette and 
precedence: the passage into the place of 
ooncealment was by no means easy, and the 
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soldiers miglit reach the mansarde before the 
last of the party could have time to enter 
it. The opening would then be closed, 
and this person, whoever it might be, taken 
prisoner. Moreover, the recess was so small, 
that two men would have found great diffi- 
culty in entering it after the females of the 
party had preceded them. The Duchess of 

Berri, however, put an end to the discussion 
by command'mg that all should enter accord- 
ing to their stature, the tallest first. Thus 
M. de Menars was to take the lead, and M. 
Guibourg follow. But the latter gentleman 
reversed the order by entering first. The 
Duchess and Mademoiselle Stylite Kersa- 
biec still remained, and the latter at first 
refused to pass in before the royal fugitive. 
But the duchess with a smile said to her, 

" In good strategy, Stylite, when a gene- 
ral effects a retreat, he always goes last." 
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Mademoiselle Stylite, therefore, went into 
the recess, the duchess followed her, and 
was in the act of closing the aperture when 
the soldiers opened the door of the room. 

The troops had entered the ground-floor,, 
preceded by M. Joly, the Commissary of 
Police from Paris, and likewise by the Com" 
missary of Police of Nantes. Both these 
functionaries had pistols in their hands ; and 
the weapon of one of them went off, from 
his inexperience in the use of it, wounding 
him in the hand. The soldiers soon spread 
through the house. It was my duty to 
invest it, and I had done so ; it was the 
duty of the police-people to search it, and 
I allowed them to act without any inter- 
ference on my part. 

M. Joly perfectly recognized the interior 
of the building, from the description given 
him by Deuts. He found the dinner-table 

u 
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for seven persons still laid, for it had not yet 
been used ; whilst the two Demoiselles De- 
guigny and Madame de Charrette seemed 
the only occupants of the house. He began 
by securing the persons of these ladies ; 
then proceeding up the staircase like one to 
whom the locality was well known, he went 
straight to the door of the mansarde, and, 
having recognized it, he said in a tone suffi- 
ciently loud for the duchess to hear it from 
her recess : 

** Here is the hall of audience." 

There was now no further doubt in the 

mind of the Duchess of Berri that Deutz was 

the author of the treachery announced to 

her that day from Paris. An open letter* 

* The foll(»\viiig is a note by General Dermoncourt : 

** The Ducliess of Berri had aj^ents at Paris among 

the individuals wliom King Louis-Philippe considers 

the most devoted to him ; and these persons gave her 

information of every thing that passed in the offices of 
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lay upon the table ; M . Joly took it up. It 
was the one which the Duchess had that 
morning received from Paris^ and which 

the Ministers, and at the Toileries. It would, indeed, 
astonish the public, were I to name the party from 
whom she received the information alluded to ; but my 
doing so would be a denunciation." 

The General, who is the most amiable of men, can 
with difficulty make up his mind to give pain even to 
unworthy individuals. Being acquainted with every 
circumstance connected with the present work, I feel no 
hesitation in satisfying the curiosity of the English 
reader by filling up the hiatus left by the General. 
The writer of the letter informing the Duchess of Berri 
that she was betrayed and would be arrested if she did 
not immediately leave Nantes, was M. lyArgout, then 
Minister of Commerce, who had long made a practice 
of giving her secret information, and acquainting her 
with all the secrets of the cabinet of Louis-Philippe. 

In the correspondence seized by General Dermon- 
court, there were letters implicating several members 
of the French cabinet, more especially Marshal Soult 
the War Minister, — a brave and skilful soldier under 
Napoleon, a fawning hypocrite under the Restoration, 
and, it seems, a base and perjured traitor under Louis- 
Philippe. Of course these letters, after their seizure, 

U 2 
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Deutz had seen her crumple in her hand. 
This removed every doubt of the Duchess 
of Berri being in the house, and the sole 
object was now to discover the place of her 
concealment. 

Sentries were immediately posted in all 
the rooms, and the troops closed every issue 
on the outside. The people had likewise 
assembled, and formed an enclosure beyond 

were forwarded to the proper authority, which happen- 
ed to he precisely one of the parties implicated. 

Among the letters written to the Duchess of Bern, 
was one from Marshal Soult^ stating that he would he 
''entirely hers" (tout d elle) on condition that she 
would re-establish, in his favour, the office of Constable 
of France. Her reply was very characteristic ; it was 
as follows ; 

*' Monsieur le Marechal, 

" The sword of Constable of France is to be 
won only in the field of battle ; I await your presence 
there." 

The reader may depend upon the accuracy of these 
details.-— Tr. 
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the soldiers. The whole population covered 
the streets and the squares; and yet no 
sign of royalism was manifested. A grave 
and solemn curiosity was evinced^ but no- 
thing beyond. Each individual felt the 
full importance of the event about to take 
place. 

The search had begun in the interior : the 
drawers, and cupboards, and other pieces of 
furniture were unlocked when the keys were 
found, and broken open when they were 
not forthcoming. The sappers and masons 
in attendance, sounded the floors and walls, 
with hatchets and hammers. Architects ex- 
amined every room, and having compared 
their external with their internal structure 
declared it impossible that any of them 
could contain a place of concealment. In 
one of the apartments, different articles were 
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Ibuncl, and among them printed papers, 
trinkets, and plate, which gave a cer- 
tainty to the supposition that the Duchess 
of Berri was residing in the house. The 
architects, on reaching the mansarde, de- 
clared, whether from ignorance or from 
generosity, I know not which, that there 
was less possibility of a place of conceal- 
ment in those rooms than in any of the 
others. The police then proceeded to the ad- 
joining houses, where they continued their 
search ; and in a short time the duchess 
and her companions heard workmen ham- 
mering with all their might against the wall 
of the apartment contiguous to her re- 
cess. These blows were struck with such 
force that several pieces of plaster were de- 
tached from the wall, and fell upon the 
fugitives, who, for an instant, feared that 
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the entire wall would fall and crush them 
to death. 

Whilst all this was passing above- stairs^ 
the Demoiselles Deguigny had shown great 
coolness and presence of mind. Though 
guarded by soldiers in the same room 
with them^ they sat down to dinner in- 
viting Madame de Charrette^ and Made- 
moiselle Celeste de Kersabiec to follow 
their example. Two other fetnales were 
also carefully watched by the police : one 
was Charlotte Moreau^ the femme-de- 
chambre designated by Deutz as devoted 
heart and soul to the Duchess of Berri; 
the other was Marie Boissy^ the cook. 
The latter was taken to the castle, thence 
to the barracks of the gendarmes, where, 

as threats had no effect upon her, an attempt 
was made to bribe her. Sums, constantly 
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increased in amount, were offered to her, 
and spread successively before her ; but her 
unvarying reply was that she knew not where 
the Duchess of Berri was. As for the Ba- 
roness de Charrette, she passed herself off 
as one of the Misses Kersabiec, and, with 
her pretended sister, was conducted, after 
dinner, to the hotel of the latter, situated 
in the same street, about thirty yards higher 
up. 

After a useless search, which lasted the 
greater part of the night, the police officers 
began to despair of success. They imagined 
that the duchess had escaped ; and this idea 
was confirmed by their finding no traces of 
her in any of the neighbouring houses. The 
prefect, therefore, made the signal of re- 
treat, taking the precaution, however, to 
leave a sufticient number of men to (rccupy 
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every room in the suspected house. He 
also directed the commissaries of police to 
remain there, and they accordingly took 
possession of the ground-floor. The cir- 
cumvallation by the troops was likewise 
continued, and the national guard came 
and relieved some of the latter, who went 
to their quarters to get a little rest. 
From the manner in which the sentries 
were distributed throughout the house, it 
happened that two gendarmes were sta^ 
tioned in the very room containing the 
secret recess. 

The poor prisoners were therefore obliged 
to remain very still ; though their situa- 
tion must have been dreadfully painful, in 
a small closet, only three feet and a half 
long, and eighteen inches wide at one ex- 
tremity, but diminishing gradually to eight 
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or ten inches at the other. The men, in 
particular, must have suffered great incon- 
venience, because in the recess, which be- 
came narrower as it increased in height, 
they had scarcely room to stand upright, 
even by pLicing their heads between the 
rafters. Moreover, the night was damp, 
and the cold humid air, penetrating through 
the slates of tlie roof, fell upon the party, 
and chilled them almost to death. But 
no one ventured to complain, as the du- 
chess did not. 

The cold was so piercing, that the gen- 
darmes stationed in the room could bear it 
no longer. One of them, therefore, went 
down stairs, returned with some dried 
turf, and in ten minutes a beautiful fire was 
burning in the chimney, behind which the 
duchess and her friends were concealed. 

This fire, which was lighted for the 
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benefit of only two individuals^ gave out its 
warmth to six ; and, frozen as the prisoners 

then were, they considered this change of 

temperature a great blessing. But the 

good that this fire did them at first was 
soon converted into a most painful sensa- 
tion. The chimney-plate and the wall being 
acted upon by the fire, threw out, in a short 
time, a frightful degree of heat which con- 
tinued gradually to increase. The wall at 
length became so hot, that neither of them 
could bear to touch it, and the cast-iron 
plate was nearly red-hot. Almost at the 
same time, and although the dawn had 
not yet appeared, the labours of the per- 
sons in search of the duchess, recom- 
menced. Iron bars and beams were struck 
with redoubled force against the wall of 
the recess, and shook it fearfully. It 
seemed to the prisoners as if the workmen 
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were pulling down the house and those 
adjoining. The • duchess therefore ex- 
pected, even if she escaped from the flames, 
to be crushed to death by the falling 
ruins. Nevertheless, during these trying 
moments, neither her courage nor her 
gaiety forsook her ; and several times, as 
she afterwards informed me, she could 
not help laughing at the conversation 
and guard-house wit of the tw^o gen- 
darmes on duty in the room. But their 
talk being at length all spent, one of them 
went to sleep, and slept soundly too, notwith- 
standing the horrible din close to his ears, 
proceeding from the neighbouring houses ; 
for all the efforts of the searchers were now 
for the twentieth time concentrated round 
the recess. His companion, being sufficiently 
warm, had ceased to keep up the fire ; the 
})lato and the wall therefore gradually cool- 
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ed. Meantime. M. de Menars had suc- 
ceeded in pushing aside some of the slates^ 
so as to make two or three little openings^ 
through which the fresh air from without 
renewed that in the recess. Now^ all the 
fears of the little party turned towards the 
workmen, who were sounding with heavy 
blows the very wall that protected them, 
and the plate of a chimney close to 'them, 
but belonging to another house. Each 
blow detached the plaster, which fell 
upon them in powder. The prisoners 
could perceive, through the cracks which 
this violence was every moment making 
in the wall, almost all the persons in 
search of them. They at length gave them- 
selves up for lost, when, to their great 
relief, the workmen suddenly abandoned 
that part of the house which, from an in- 
stinct I cannot explain, they had so mi- 
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nutely explored. The poor fugitives now 
drew their breath freely, and the duchess 
thought herself safe ; but this hope did 
not last long. 

The gendarme who had kept watch, anxi- 
ous to take advantage of the silence which 
had succeeded the noise made by the work- 
men, under whose efforts the whole house 
had tottered, now awoke his companion in 
order to have a nap in his turn. The 
other had become chilled during his sleep, 
and felt almost frozen when he awoke. 
No sooner were his eyes open than he 
thought of warmini^ himself. He therefore 
relit the fire, and as the turf did not burn 
fast enough, he threw into it a great num- 
ber of bundles of the Quotidienne,* which 
happened to be in the room. They soon 

* A celebrated Carlist Journal, published daily at 
Paris. — Ti:. 
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caught^ and the fire again blazed up in the 
chimney. 

The paper produced a denser smoke 
and a greater heat than the fuel which 
had been used the first time. The pri- 
soners were now in imminent danger of 
suffocation. The smoke passed through 
the cracks made by the hammering of the 
workmen against the wall^ and the plate^ 
which was not yet cold, soon became heat- 
ed to a terrific degree. The air of the 
recess became every instant less fit for re- 
spiration : the persons it contained were 
obliged to place their mouths against the 
slates in order to exchange .their burning 
breath for fresh air. The duchess was the 
greatest sufferer, for, having entered the 
last, she was close to the plate. Each of 
her companions offered several times to 
change places with her, but she always 
refused. 
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At length, to the danger of being suffo- 
cated was soon added another : that of 
being burned alive. The plate had become 
red-hot, and the lower part of the clothes 
of the four prisoners seemed likely to catch 
fire. The dress of the duchess had already 
caught twice, and she had extinguished it 
with her naked hands, at the expense of two 
burns, of which she long after bore the 
marks. Each moment rarified the air in 
the recess still more, whilst the external 
air did not enter in sufficient quantity 
to enable the poor sufferers to breathe 
freely. Their lungs became dreadfully 
oppressed ; and to remain ten minutes 
longer in such a furnace would be to 
endanger the life of her Royal Highness. 
Each of her companions entreated her 
to go out : but she positively refused. 
Big tears of rage rolled from her eyes. 
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and the burning air immediately dried 
them upon her cheeks. Her dress again 
caught fire, and again she extinguished 
it ; but the movement she made in doing 
so^ pushed back the spring which closed 
the door of the recess, and the plate of 
the chimney opened a little. Mademoiselle 
de Kersabiec immediately put forward her 
hand to close it^ and burned herself dread* 
fully. 

The motion of the plate having made the 
turf placed against it roll back^ this excited 
the attention of the gendarme, who was 
trying to kill the time by reading some 
numbers of the Quotidienne, and who 
thought he had built his pyrotechnic edifice 
with greater solidity than it seemed to pos- 
sess. The noise made by Mademoiselle de 
Kersabiec inspired him with a curious idea : 
fancying that there were rats in the wall 
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of the chimney, and that the heat would 
force them to come out, he awoke his 
companion, and they placed themselves, 
sword in hand, one on each side of the 
chimney, ready to cut in twain the first 
rat that should appear. 

They were in this ridiculous attitude, 
when the duchess, who must have pos- 
sessed an extraordinary degree of courage 
to have supported so long as she had done 
the agony she endured, declared she could 
hold out no longer. At the same instant 
M. de Menars, who had long before pressed 
her to give herself up, kicked open the 
plate. The gendarmes started back in as- 
tonishment, calling out, 

^^ Who's there?" 

" I," replied the duchess. '^ I am the 
Duchess of Berri ; do not hurt me." 
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The gendannes immediately rushed to 
the fire-place, and kicked the blazing fuel 
out of the chinmey. The Ducheas came 
forth the first, and as she passed was 
obliged to place her hands and feet upon 
the burning hearth; her companions fol- 
lowed. It was now half-past nine o'clock 
in the morning, and the party had been 
shut up in this recess tat sixteen hours^ 
without food. 

The first words of the Duchess were to 
ask for me. One of the gendarmes came 
to fetch me from the ground-floor, which 
I had chosen not to quit. Meanwhile, she 
delivered in charge to the other, a bag 
which incommoded her, containing thirte^i 
thousand francs* in money, part of it in 
Spanish coin. 

x2 
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in a fever. I had a glass of water brought 
to her ; she dipped her fingers into it, and 
its coolness seemed to refresh her a little. I 
then proposed that she should drink one, 
to which she acceded ; but as the house 
had been turned topsy-turvy, it was no easy 
matter to get a second glass of water. At 
length one was brought, and she would 
have been obliged to drink it without sugar 
had I not thought of M. de Menars, who 
was standing in a corner of the room. It 
struck me that he was the kind of man likely 
to have sugar about him. I therefore asked 
him for some, as a thing I was sure 
he could give me ; and in fact he took 
two lumps from his pocket. The duchess 
dissolved them in the water, by stirring 
them with a paper-cutter. As for a spoon, 
it was useless to think of such a thing ; 
had tlie house been rummaged from top to 



IN LA VENDBB. 311 

bottom, not one would have been found. 
As soon as the Princess had drunk, she 
made me sit on a chair near her, for until 
then I had remained standing. 
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CHAPTKR XIV. 



Meantime, my secretary had gone to 
Count d'Erlon, and my aid-de-camp to M. 
Maurice Duval, to acquaint them with what 
had occurred, and to request their imme- 
diate attendance. M. Duval arrived first. 

He entered the room in which we were 
sitting, with his hat upon his head, as if 
there was not a femak^ prisoner there 
who, from her rank and misfortunes, was 
deserving of greater deference and respect 
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than she had ever enjoyed even during her 
prosperity. He approached the Duchess, 
cavalierly placed his hand to his hat, 
scarcely raising it from his head, and ex- 
claimed, ** Ah ! yes, it is she !" He then 
went out to give his orders. 

" Who is that man ?" enquired the Prin- 
cess. 

This question was certainly not out of 
place, because the prefect had appeared be- 
fore her without wearing any of the badges 
which indicated his high office. 

'* Does Madame not guess T* I said. 

She looked at me with a smile. 

^* It can be nothing but a prefect," she 
replied ; and she could not have guessed 
nearer the mark had she even seen M. Du- 
val^l commission. 

^ Did that man serve under the Resto- 
ration ?" she asked. 
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" No, madam." 

^* I am very glad of it, for the Restora- 
lion's sake." 

At this moment Count d'Erlon arrived, 
who observed on entering all those forms 
of politeness and etiquette which M. Duval 
had considered quite unnecessary. 

** You have promised not to quit me," 
said she, addressing me in a whisper, and 
strongly squeezing my hand. I repeated 
my promise to her. 

The duchess then briskly rose from her 
chair, and went straight to Count d'Erlon. 

*' Monsieur le Comte,'' said she, *^ I have 
trusted myself to General Dermoncourt, 
and I hope you will do me the favour to 
allow him to remain vvitli me. I have asked 
him to permit that I may not be separated 
from my unha])py companions, and lie has 
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promised me this in your name: will you 
do honour to his word 7^ 

** The General has promised nothing,'' 
the Count replied^ '' which I am not ready 
to ratify ; and in whatever you may ask me 
that is within my power to grant, you will 
always find me most eager to comply with 
your desires/' 

These words tranquillized the duchess, 
who seeing Count d'Erloa take me to a 
corner, went and talked to M. de M^nars 
and Mademoiselle de Kersabiec. 

Count d*£rlon then informed me that the 
permission to remain with the duchess of 
Betri extended only to M. de M6nan and 
Mademoiselle de Kersabiec. Ab for M. 
Guibourg, he thought it necessary that 
gentleman should return to the place in 
which he had been confined before his 
escape ; he was the more strongly of this 
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opinion because the judicial authorities 
would lay claim to his person, there being 
a criminal prosecution pending against him. 
The Count also thought it expedient that 
the ducliess should be removed to the cas- 
tle as soon as possible, in order to avoid 
either a rising of the Carlists, or a riot 
among the people ; for the news of her 
capture was already public, and the streets 
were crow-ded. 

M. Maurice Duval now returned, and 
asked the duchess for her papers. She 
told him to look into the recess in the 
next room, and he would there find a white 
portfolio. The prefect went for this port- 
folio, and brought it to her Royal Highness. 

*' Monsieur le Prefet," said she with dig- 
nity, *' the matters contained in this port- 
folio are but of small importance ; but it 
is my particular wish to deliver them to 
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you myself, in order that I may explain to 
you what they are intended for/' 

On saying this, she opened the portfolio. 

'^ Here/' she said, ^ is my correspond^ 
ence; you will give it to the police; and 
here/' she added, taking out a small image, 
'* is a St. Clement, towards whom I feel 
a most particular devotion, more necessary 
to me at present, than ever." 

I now approached her, and said that if 
Ae felt a little better, it was urgent we 
should leave the house. 

'* To proceed whither ?" she asked, fixing 
h^ eyes stedfastly upon me ; '' whititer 
would you take me ? " 

'^ To the castle. Madam." 

^ Ah ! well, and from thence to Blaye, 
no doubt r 

Mademoiselle de Kersabiec then advanced 
towards me, and said : 
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'' But, General, her Royal Highness can- 
not go on foot." 

" Oh, Madam !" I exclaimed, *^ do not, I 
beseech you, lose time. The castle is only 
a few steps from this place. Throw a cloak 
over your shoulders ; that is all you re- 
quire." 

'' Come then,'' said the duchess ; ^' as he 
answers for my safety, I must in some de- 
gree comply with his wishes. Let us go, 
then, my friends." 

So saying, she took my arm, and we 
led the way. 

" Oh ! General," she said, casting a 
last parting glance at the mansarde, and 
the now open chimney-plate, ^^ if you had 
not waged war with me after the fashion 
of St. Laurence's martyrdom, which," add- 
ed she, laughing, " was unworthy of a brave 
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and loyal knight, you would not now have 
my arm under yours/' 

On leaving the house, the Prefect opened 
the march virith Mademoiselle de Kersabiec, 
the duchess and I following immediately 
after. 

When we got into the street, the Prefect 
requested the Colonel of the national guard 
to take the other arm of the duchess, who 
conformed to this arrangement with a tole- 
rably good grace. The troops formed a 
double line from the house of the Demoi- 
selles Deguigny to the castle, leaving a space 
between their ranks, throng which we walk- 
ed. Behind the soldiers, the inhabitants were 
pressing forward, getting upon each other s 
shoulders, and using the most strenuous 
exertions to obtain a sight of the captives. 
They formed a line, so far as the ground 
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would allow, ten times thicker than that of 
the soldiers. Among these men who looked 
at us, were to be seen eyes flashing fire, 
and many other symptoms of bitter hatred. 
Low murmurs, but of deadly import, greeted 
us on our passage, and some shouts began 
to vibrate through the air, I stopped and 
looked round on both sides alternately ; and 
I commanded by expressive signs the re- 
spect due to a woman, more especially when 
that woman was a prisoner. 

Fortunately, the distance to the castle 
was very short, being not more than sixty 
yards. I must add, that even this distance 
would have been too great for the duchess, 
but for the respect and deference with which 
we surrounded her. Our own bearing to- 
wards her enforced the silence of the mul- 
titude, who had been reduced to great 
privations and suffering from the civil 
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Wiir which for the last six months h^d 

rag^ round the city of Nantes, de^ 

stroying its trade and decimating its cfaLU 

dren. We at length reached the castle^: 

crossed the drawbridge^ and the gate closed; 

upon us. Now only did I begin to hreathe 

freely; as for the duchess, she had during 

our walk evinced no other mark of fear than 

that of pressing my arm strongly. 

She then began to ascend the stairs, but 

had become so weak from the yarious kinds 

of emotion she had lately undergone, that I 

was obliged to apply my whole strength to 

support her. On reaching the apartment. 

of the colonel of artillery, who was governor 

olihe castle, and who immediately gave it up » 

for her use, she felt a little revived, and- 

told me she would willingly take something 

to eat 

** For," she added, '' I was just giniig to 

y 
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dinner when you came, and I have eaten 
nothing for the last thirty- six hours." 

Breakfast was therefore immediately pre- 
pared for the Duchess. She ate with a 
tolerably good appetite, and this seemed to 
revive her, although she expected, she said, 
an attack of tertian fever, which came re- 
gularly every third day. 

The Duchess expressed a desire to write 
to her brother the King of Naples, and to 
her sister the Queen of Spain. 

" I have only," she said, " to make known 
to them my unhappy adventure. I greatly 
fear they will be uneasy about my health, 
and that, from the distance we are removed 
from each other, false reports have been 
made to them." 

'' Apropos !'' she added ; " what think you 
of my sister's conduct in Spain V 
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" I thinks Madam/ I replied^ '^ that she 
IS pursuing a right course.'' 

*' So much the better/' said the duchess 
sighing^ ** provided she reaches a good con* 
summation. Louis XVIIL began as she 
has done." 

I now asked permission of the Duchess 
to take my leave of her^ as Count d'Erlon 
and the Prefect were reviewing the troops^ 
and I was under the necessity of being pre^ 
sent. 

^^ When shall I see you again T she said. 

'^ Whenever your Royal Highness chooses 
to send for me. You know^ Madam^ that I 
am entirely at your orders. 

^' And would you attend to them T said 
she smiling. 

** I should consider it both an honour 
and a duty to do so/' I replied. I then 
bowed and left the room. 

Y 2 
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Scarcely had I advanced thirty paces 
from the castle, when a trumpeter of gen- 
darmerie overtook me, out of breath, and 
told me that the Duchess of Berri command- 
ed me to return to her that minute ; he 
added, that her Royal Highness seemed in 
a great rage with me. I asked him if he 
knew the cause of this sudden anger. He 
replied that, from some words which the 
Duchess had said to Mademoiselle de Kersa- 
biec, he attributed it to the circumstance of 
M. de Menars having been taken to the 
tower instead of to an apartment next to 
her's. Fearing that all the respect and at- 
tention which I had directed to be shown to 
this gentleman might not have been paid 
him, I immediately went to his apartment, 
and found him so ill, that he had thrown 
himself upon his bed without having strength 
to undress himself I offered to act as 
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his valet-de-chambre, but as there was yet 
neither chair nor table in his room^ and 
he could not stand, this was by no means 
an easy office. I therefore called a gen- 
darme to my assistance, and we succeeded 
in putting him into bed. When this was 
done, I informed him that the Duchess 
had just sent a messenger for me, and that 
we should probably have. some altercation in 
consequence of his being separated from her. 
He requested me to tranquillize her with 
respect to his illness, and to tell her that 
he felt it to be only a momentary weakness. 
To avert as much as possible the storm I 
was to encounter, he advised me to dwell a 
great deal upon his being very much pleased 
with his apartment. 

I immediately proceeded to the apart- 
ment of the Duchess. The moment she 
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saw me she bounded rather than walked 
towards me. 

" Ah, ah ! Sir/' she said, in a voice of 
great anger ; *' ah ! it is thus you begin ; it 
is thus you keep your promises ; this is of 
good augury for the future ; this is drcad- 
fuh" 

^' What is the matter. Madam?" I asked. 

'' The matter is, that you promised not 
to separate me from any of my companions, 
and you have already begun by placing 
Menars in another building." 

** Madam, you are mistaken," I said ; 
" M. de Menars is in the tower, it is true ; 
but the tower belongs to the corps-de-logis 
inhabited by your Royal Highness." 

'^ True ; but to get at it, we must 
descend our own staircase, and ascend 
another." 

'* Your Royal Highness is again mistaken," 
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I returned. ^ You may proceed to the 
apartment of M. de Menars by descending 
to the first floor^ and following the line of 
apartments/' 

*' If this be the case^ come with me then^ 
Sir; I will go and see poor M6nars this 
instant." 

So saying, she took my arm, and at- 
tempted to drag me towards the door. I 
stopped her — 

" Does your Royal Highness forget," I 
said, '' that you are under arrest ?" 

^' Ah! that is true," said she, sighing; ^' I 
thought myself still in a palace, but I am 
in a prison. At all events, G^ieral, I hope 
I am not forbidden to send and inquire how 
heisr 

" I am come to tell your Royal Highneai 
how he is, for I have just left him." 

" Well I how is he T 
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I then acquainted her with what I had 
done. These marks of attention, which she 
considered an act of kindness to herself 
much more than to M. de Menars, affected 
her a good deal. 

*' General/' she said, in a tone which 
showed that her anger had entirely sub- 
sided, " I thank you for your kindness to 
Menars. He is well worthy of it, for he 
was no advocate for my silly enterprise. 
He urged every thing he could to dissuade 
me from it ; but when he saw that I was 
fully bent upon it, he said to me, ^ Madam, 
I have now been with you sixteen years, 
and it is my duty to follow you ; but in so 
doing, it is without approving of your pro- 
jects, which may produce the most unhappy 
results both for yourself and France.'" The 
duchess stopped for an instant, and then 
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added with a sigh, " Poor M6nars was per- 
haps right.'* 

Being now too late for the renew, I le- 
mained with the duchess until the dinner^ 
hour. On dinner being announced, I of* 
fered my arm to conduct her to the dining- 
room. 

" If I did not think. General,** she said, 
'' that people would accuse me of attempft- 
ing to seduce you from your allegiance^ I 
would ask you to partake of my meal.** 

" And I, Madam," was my answer, ^ did 
I not fear being seduced, would willingly 
accept your inritation; for I have takcB 
nothing since yesterday morning at elenren 
o'clock.** 

" What !** she exclaimed, *' did you not 
dine yesterday ?'* 

'^ No more than your Royal Highness 
did.** 
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" Then I should be wrong to be angry 
with you :" she said, " we are now quits. 
Apropos/' she continued, '' if I am in pri- 
son, I hope I am not to be prevented from 
seeing my friends, and that M. Guibourg 
may be allowed to dine with me." 

** I see no objection to it," I replied, 
'' and the less so, because it is probably the 
last time he will have that honour." 

Whether she did not hear these words, or 
whether she paid no attention to them, I do 
not know, but she made no reply ; and as we 
had reached the dining-room, she seated 
lierself at the table. I remained standing 
near her. 

'' Apropos, General," she said, " may I 
be allowed to receive the public journals ?" 

'^ I have no objection, Madam," I replied, 
*' provided your Royal Highness will state 
those you wish to read," 
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''Let me see. In the first place the 
Echo, the ConstUuthnnel, and the Qmtu 
dienne.^ 

'' The Canstitutionnel, Madam ! do you 
read that ?" 
Why not T 

Are you ready to abjure your politics 
as Henry IV. did his religion, and say, 
* Paris is well worth a charter Y " 

" Think you that the contents of that 
paper could convert me T 

'' The paper is certainly very powerful in 
argument, and capable of leading to jm:o* 
found conviction." 

'' No matter ; I will run the risk. I 
should like also the Cowrrkr Fran^aisS 

*' The Courrier! really your Royal High-* 
nesB does not reflect; you will become a 
Jacobin.'' 

" Hear me. General : — the feet is, I love 
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all that is frank and honourable, and the 
Courricr is frank and honourable. I wish 
to have, besides, L Ami de la Chartt^ 

"Oh! reallv " 

" This last. General, is from another mo- 
tive," she said, in a tone of deep sadness. 
'' In it I am always called Caroline ; it is 
the name of my childhood, and I regret it, 
because that which has been conferred upon 
me in my womanhood has never brought 
me good fortune." 

At this instant, M. Maurice Duval en- 
tered. He had just left the review^ and, as 
on the former occasion, he dispensed with 

the ceremony of being announced, and 
he again merely touched his hat, which 

remained upon his head. It seems that, 

on that day, the Prefect so far resembled 

the Duchess of Berri, that he was very 

hungry. He went straight to the side- 
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boards on which a dish of partridges just 
taken from the dinner-table had been 
placed. Having called for a knife and 
fork, he began to eat with his back turned 
towards the duchess, who, having looked 
at him with an expression of countenance 
I shall never forget, turned her eyes to- 
wards me. 

'* General,** she said, " do you know what 
I regret most in the rank I have lost T* 

" No, Madam.** 

" Two ushers to punish that man*s inso- 
lence.*' 

The Prefect's conduct filled her Royal 
Highness with such indignation, that she 
continually returned to the subject, and 
every now and then would squeeze my arm, 
and say : 

" His hat upon his head ! — his hat upon 
his head !** 
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CHAPTER XV. 



It was on the eventful occasion I have 
related in the two preceding chapters, that 
I saw the Duchess of Berri for the first 
time, and I confess that the impression she 
made upon me will never be effaced. 

Marie Caroline, like all young Nea- 
politan girls, of whatever rank or sta- 
tion, has received scarcely any education. 
With her, all is nature and instinct. She 
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is a creature of impulse; the exigen- 
cies of etiquette are insupportable to her^ 
and she is ignorant of the very forms of the 
world. She allows her feelings to carry 
her away^ without attempting to restrain 
them ; and when any one has inspired her 
with confidence, she yields to it without 
restriction. She is capable of supporting 
the greatest fatigue, and encountering the 
most appalling danger, with the patience 
and courage of a soldier. The least con- 
tradiction exasperates her — ^then her natu- 
rally pale cheeks become flushed ; she 
screams, and jumps about, and threatens, 
and weeps by turns, like a spoiled child; 
and then again, like a child, the moment 
you give way to her, and appear to do 
what she desires, she smiles, is instantly 
appeased, and offers you her hand. Con-* 
tirary to the general nature of princes^ 
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she feels gratitude, and is never ashamed 
to own it. Moreover, hatred is foreign to 
her nature ; no gall ever tinged her heart 
even against those who have done her the 
most injury. Whoever sees her for an 
hour becomes well acquainted with her 
character ; whoever sees her for a whole 
day, becomes acquainted with all the qua- 
lities of her heart. 

Next morning at ten o'clock, the Colonel 
of Artillery, commandant of the castle, 
called upon me, to announce a fresh burst 
of passion on the part of the Duchess. Its 
cause was somewhat similar to that which 
had occurred on the preceding evening. 

M. Guibourg, as Count d'Erlon had 
informed me would be the case, had been 
removed, during the night, to his former 
prison, so that, when the duchess inquired 
why he did not come to breakfast, and this 
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circmuatance was made known to her» for 
which my observation on the preceding day 
was intended to prepare her^ she exclaim** 
ed against my treachery^ and called me 
a Jesuit. This injurious appellation was so 
singularly ridiculous, as proceeding from 
the Duchess of Berri, that my laughter 
had not yet subsided when I reached the 
Castle. 

She received me with the same petulance 
as on the day before, and used nearly the 
same expressions. 

'' Ah ! is that the way you act^ Sir ? I 
should never have thought it possible. You 
have basely betrayed me." 

I feigned surprise, as I had done on the 
former occasion, and asked her what was 
the matter. 

*' The matter is, that Guibourg has been 
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carried off during the night, and conveyed 
to prison, notwithstanding the promise you 
made me that I should not be separated 
from vuf companions in misfortune'' 

*' General d'Erlon understood. Madam, 
by your words ^my companions in misfor- 
tune,' only those who had shared in your 
fatigues and your perils : namely, Mademoi- 
selle de Kersabiec and M. de Menars. Ac- 
cordingly, neither the one nor the other has 
been separated from you. You see, there- 
fore. Madam, that neither General d'Erlon 
nor I have viohited the word we gave to 
your Royal Highness." 

*' But why did you not give me notice 
of what was to take place r 

" I am not to blame on that point either, 
since, when 1 consented to M. Guibourg 
dining with your Koyal Highness yesterday, 
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I added that I felt the less objection to it, 
because it was probably the last time he 
would have that honour.^ 

'* I did not hear that.** 

" The General nevertheless said so. Ma- 
dam/' said Mademoiselle de Kersabiec 
mildly. 

'' But why not have explained the matter 
to me more clearly V* 

** Because," I replied, " your Royal 
Highness had encountered so many shocks 
during the day, that I wished you to pass 
at least a good night ; and I was cer- 
tain that if you knew M. Guibourg was to 
be removed to prison during the night you 
would not sleep.^ 

" And you, Stylite, why did you say 
nothing to me on the subject, since you 
understood the General's meaning ?" 

z2 
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" From the same reason that influenced 
the General, Madam." 

^^ Oh, if you are all against me, I shall 
have no chance. But 1 have had enough 
of war ; and then for better or worse," she 
added, looking mildly at me, and holding 

out her hand, ^^ why but is he not a 

good creature, Stylite ?" 

*' Yes, Madam ; and it is very unfortu- 
nate he will not join our party." 

I dropped the hand of the Duchess which 
I held. 

'' All the respect that your Royal High- 
ness is entitled to, you may claim from me ; 
every service you may ask of me, which 
lies within the compass of my ability, I will 
cheerfully perform, and consider myself for- 
tunate in being able to do so ; your every 
wish also, if I can guess it, I will antici- 
pate — " I suddenly stopped. 
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'' But why say all this ?" said the Duchess. 

" I will," I continued " ask your Royal 
Highness only one thing in return, which is 
to request Mademoiselle Stylite never to 
allude to the same subject again." 

'' You hear this, Stylite,*' said the 
Duchess. ** Let us talk of something else. 
Did you ever see my son. General ?" 

'' I never had that honour. Madam." 

" Well, he is a brave child ; very mad 
like me, very obstinate like me ; but, like 
me, devoted body and soul to France." 

" You love him much, no doubt ?" 

''As dearly as a mother can love her 
son." 

" Such being the case, your Royal High- 
ness must allow me to observe that I cannot 
comprehend how, after all was over in La 
Vendee, when, after the actions at Vieille- 
vignc and La Penissiere, all hope was lost. 
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you did not think of returning to that sou 
whom you love so dearly. We gave you 
plenty of time and opportunity." 

'' General, I think it was you who seized 
my correspondence .'" 
^' It was, Madam." 
" And you read my letters ?" 
'* I committed that indiscretion." 
'* Well, you must have seen in them that, 
from the moment I had come to put myself 
at the head of my brave Vendeans, I re- 
solved to submit to all the consequences of 
the insurrection. What ! they rose for me, 
they risked their lives for me, and 1 could 
desert them ! Never, General : — I promised 
that their fate should be mine, and I have 
kept my word with them. Besides, 1 should 
have been your prisoner long ago ; I should 
have given myself up to you, to put an end 
to the thing, but for one fear.' 
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'' May I ask what that was V 

** I knew very well that as soon as it was 
known I was a prisoner^ I should have been 
claimed by Spain^ Prussia, and Russia* The 
French Government, on the other hand, 
would have had me tried, which is natural 
enough. The Holy Alliance would never 
have suffered me to appear before a Court 
of Assize ; for the dignity of every crowned 
head in Europe would be compromised by it. 
From such a conflict of interest to coldness, 
and from coldness to war, is only a step ; 
and I have already told you that I would 
never become a pretence for a war of inva- 
sion. ' Every thing for France and through 
France/ was the motto I had adopted, and 
from which I had determined not to depart. 
Besides, who would assure me that France, 
if once invaded, would not be divided. I 
will have the whole of it, or none !'* 
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I smiled. 

** \Miat are you laughing at ?" she said. 

I bowed without making any reply. 

** Come/' she said, " tell me what you 
are laughing at. I insist upon knowing." 

** I am laughing at seeing in your Royal 
Highness so great a dread of foreign war." 

*' And so little of civil war. That is 
what you mean, is it not ?" 

^' I beg your Royal Highness to observe 
that you have completed my thought, but 
not my sentence." 

*' Oh ! I don't feel at all annoyed or 
offended at this ; for I came to France un- 
der an illusion with regard to the public 
feeling. I thought that the whole king- 
dom would rise in my favour, and that the 
army would join me. In short, I expected 
a sj)ecies of return from Elba. After the 
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actions at Yieillevigne and La Penissiere, 
I gave positive orders to all my Vendeans 
to return to their homes ; for I am a 
Frenchwoman above all things^ General^ 
and a proof of it is^ that if I only turn 
towards those good French faces I see in 
this place^ I fancy myself no longer in 
prison. The whole of my fear is that I 
shall be sent elsewhere. I am sure they 
will not leave me here; I am too near 
the focus of insurrection. No matter: 
they are more embarrassed than I am^ 
General ; you may depend upon that." 

As she uttered these words, she rose and 
walked about the room like a man^ with 
her hands behind her back. An instant 
after, she stopped short : 

** Apropos, General ! among the articles 
which you were so kind as to undertake 
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to send me, and which I have received, 
there ought to have been a box of bonbons ; 
but it was not among tliem." 

1 had the box in my pocket ; I took it 
out and opened it. There were no bon- 
bons ; it was empty. 

" Ah !'" said the duchess, *^ it is empty. 
And in fact, it contained bonbons, and bon- 
bons may be eaten." 

'^ What kind of bonbons does your Royal 
Highness prefer ? I will do myself the ho- 
nour of sending some, for bonbons may also 
be offered as well as eaten.'' 

'' Chocolate au rouleau, with dragees 
upon it." 

** Then your Royal Highness will allow 
me to — " 

*^ General, bonbons — may also be ac- 
cepted." 

It was half-past six, and the duchess 
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was going to dine. I therefore took leave 
of her. 

" Good-bye till to-morrow. General," she 
said with the liveliness of a child, ''and 
pray don't forget my bonbons/' 

I left her. 

At nine o'clock General d'Erlon took the 
trouble to come to my house, to inform me 
that he was almost certain of the presence 
of Genei al de Bourmont at La Chasliere. 

" If this be the case. General," I re- 
plied, '' I will take with me fifty horsemen, 
and in the morning General Bourmont shall 
be here." 

At eleven o'clock I was on the road. 

At twelve, the Duchess of Berri, Made- 
moiselle Stylite de Kersabiec, and M. de 
M^nars were roused from their slmnbers, 
and forced into a carriage which took them 
to Fosse, where a steam-boat was in readiness 
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for tlieni, on board of which were M. Polo, 
Adjunct of tlie Maire of Nantes — M. Robi- 
ncau de Hougon, Colonel of the National 
Guard — M. llocher, Port-Ensign of the 
Squadron of Artillery belonging to the 
.same guard — M. Chausserie, Colonel of 
Gendarmerie — M. Petit-Pierre, town Adju- 
tant of Nantes — and M. Joly, Commissary 
of Police from Paris. The duchess was ac- 
companied to the steam-boat by General 
d'Erlon, iVI. Ferdinand Favre and M. Mau- 
rice Duval. On aligliting from the car- 
riage, the duchess looked about for me, 
and not seeing me, asked where I was. She 
was informed that I was gone on an ex- 
pedition. 

*' Well, well," said she, " this is another 
of your acts of kindness." The General 
conmianding the divij^ion, the Prefect, and 
the Mniro of Nantes were to accompany 
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the duchess as far as Saint-Nazaire, and 

not to quit her until he had embarked on 
board the brig Capricieuse. 

On entering the steam-boot, the Duchess 

asked whether M. Guibourg was to follow 

her. The Prefect replied that such a thing 

was out of the question. She then asked 
for pen, ink, and paper, and wrote him the 

following note : 

** I have claimed my old prisoner, and 
they are going to write about it. God 
will assist us, and we shall meet again. 
Kind greetings to all our friends! May 
God preserve them! let us have cou- 
rage and confidence in Him! St. Ann 
is the patroness of all of us natives of 
Britanny.*' 

This note was intrusted to M. Ferdinand 
Favre who punctually delivered it to M. 
Guibourg. 
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At four o'clock in the morning, the steam- 
boat started, gliding silently through the 
sleeping city, and at eight, the party were 
on board the Capricieuse. 

Contrary winds detained them two days 
in the roads ; at length, on the 11th, at 
seven o'clock in the morning, the Capricieuse 
spread her sails to the breeze, and, being 
towed by the steam-boat three leagues out 
to sea, sailed majestically on, and four 
hours after she had disappeared behind 
point Pornic. 

I returned to Nantes on the 9th, at five 
o'clock in the morning, having, as may 
well be imagined, found nobody at the 
chateau of La CluislitTe. 

I have not ^een the Duchess of Berri 
since, and I have nothing more to say about 
her. 
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Let another now undertake the task of 
relating the third act of the drama^ which 
began k la Marie^Ther^se, and has ended 
k la Marie-Louise. 



THE END. 
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No. 11. 

INSTRl CTIONS TO TIIK C0M31ANDANT OP THE DISTRICT 

OF CLISSON. 

]\ray Cth, 1832. 
Sir, 

I have just rt^coived vour letter dated from Louroux, 
and I tliaiik you for the particulars it contains. Al- 
tboiiiili we may irna;:iiie that there is a great deal more 
of boasting: amon;^ the peasants than (»f real intention 
to act, it would be advisa!>le nevertheless not to neg- 
lect the information we receive, but to take our mea- 
sures as if the thing was likely to hapi)en. You must 
therefore redouble your vigiLmce, and press upon the 
commanders of your several detachments the necessity 
of keepinj^ a good look-out botli day and night, cor- 
responding with each other, and mutually stating to 
each other the time of departure of their patroles 
from one village to another, fixing a point of union, so 
that one shall not march further than another. You 
will insinuate to them that they oui^ht often to chanffe 
the hours of starting these j)atrols, in order to prevent 
a too great regularity, which might be remarked by the 
Chouans, and enable the latter to elude our pursuit, as 
well as to make their excursions in safety. 

You nuist also settle your jdans in case of attack, 
and fix uj)on a central point of meeting for your batta- 
lion. It would likewise be advisable that, in each 
cantonment, the men were brouiiht nearer toirether : 
for of your six hundred men, battalion complement, T 
find that only two hundred and thirty-five are in bar- 
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racksi and it is a great inconvenience not to have the 
men under your band. 

Louroux seems the place intended for these gentle^' 
men; thither they go and make a parade of their 
bravadoes. It would therefore be advisable to observe 
that point with the most vigilant attention. Chapelle- 
Basse-Mer^ Chapelle-Hulin^ Vertou, St. Fiacre> and 
Vallet, being the cantonments nearest to Louroux, it 
would be very easy for the commanders of those posts to 
hold themselves in constant readiness either to proceed 
thither in any case of emergency, or each of them to 
send thither separate detachments. This is a plan thut 
you should also lay down, so that they may be ready on 
the first alarm to act with promptitude. You will 
commence this duty next Sunday, unless you receive 
counter-orders. You will make arrangements for the 
different detachments to calculate the distance they will 
have to march, so that that they may reach Louroux 
simultaneously, and as nearly as possible at the hour 
of mass; for it is probable that if ribands and 
other rallying signs are displayed, they will not be 
put on till after church; and as it has been declared 
by the Procureur du Roi that medals bearing the 
effigy of Henry V. and green ribands are seditious 
signs, and the wearers of them ought to be arrested, 
if any such are seen, your commanders of detach- 
ments shall immediately apprehend and «end them, 
under proper escort, to Nantes. This measure shall 
always be pursued in future. Lastly, I request that 
you will make frequent rounds in the district under 
your command, to ascertain that your orders are punc- 
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tually executed, and at the same time to obtain even 
tlie most minute intelliireuce, which under present cir- 
cumstances may ])rove of ji:reat imjiortance. 

I have the honour, cS:c. 



No. III. 

KKPOHT TO MKlTKNAM-JiENERAL SOLIGNAC. 

INIay lath. 

I have tlie honour to report to you that tlie chef-de- 
hataijhm of the 2l)lh, commanding the military district 
of Clisson, and from whom 1 had received no communi- 
cation for some days, lias just written to inform me that 
his silence is owim;- to the excursions he has just per- 
sonally made accordin<j; to my instructions, and to those 
made in })ursuance of his orders hv his orticers stationed 
near the ])laces where the(\irli>ts meet. He has gained 
no fresh intelliLTcnce, he savs, and all appears quiet. 
The ])easant.> have lieen silent for some days past, the 
nohles remain sliut up in th.ir chateaux, the legitimatist 
])arty are mute, and sreiu paralysed both physically and 
nu)rallv, — '' <»f which," he adds, *' we must not become 
du;)es, as some iiuii>cr».'et members of the jiarty have 
been unable to refrain from stating that they were only 
waiting for orders, and must not stir." 

The report of this otlicer coincides with what we see 
liere, and in our oun environs. It would seem that the 
j)artv intend to ])ursue a more regular plan than that 
followed u]) to the preseiit time; for it is notorious 
that they kidnap men atul recruit their forces ; that 
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they are laying in stores of arms and amnmnition ; that 
their muster-rolls are complete in officers and non- 
commissioned officers ; and that each commune has its 
men appointed, with orders to hold themselves ready 
to march on the first signal. 

The chef-de-bataillon in command at Machecool 
has acquired the certainty that from a hundred and 
fifty to two hundred men belonging to that town re- 
ceive regular pay ; that some of the leading men of the 
place have been appointed chiefis of parishes and divi- 
sions ; and that the funds applied to the payment of 
these men and to recruiting are deposited in the hands 
of a notary and of some confidential persons at Nantes. 
For my own part, I have received information that a 
considerable nucleus is forming in the environs of Lign6 
and Couffe; that the peasants, like those of Mache- 
coul, are paid, and are trained in the bams to the use 
of arms. Several workmen from Nantes, most of them 
belonging to the class termed pontoonmen, had proceed- 
ed to the place I have just mentioned ; but they have 
almost all returned, and when asked the reason of their 
return, they pretend that it was because they were 
forced to learn the manual exercise. Their real motive 
is, however, that the rebels are waiting for orders. I 
am taking measures to be able to receive immediate 
information, should they again go out. 

A certain K * * *, the eldest of three brothers, and 
who seems to hold a certain rank among them, resides 
at Coufie or in the neighbourhood. He stated, in a let- 
ter dated the day before yesterday, that they had 
already, in that neighbourhood, from twelve to fifteen 
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hundred men enrolled ; but for the moment they oonld 
assemble at most four hundred only^ all of them, how- 
ever, well equipped. This individual was to have come 
to Nantes last Friday ; but he has written to say that 
important business, as well as orders he has just received, 
will prevent his coming for three or four days. I 
shall receive information of all these goings on. 

From the above intelligence, it seems to me. Gene- 
ral, that they are preparing for a bevy of bucklers, and 
I am also preparing to receive them warmly and make 
them repent their temerity. I have the honour, &c 



No. IV. 

CIRCULAR TO THE COMMANDERS OF MILITARY 

DISTRICTS. 

May 22Dd. 
The Lieutenant-General commanding the division, 
having informed me, what I knew before, that a very 
great number of Carlist emissaries are travelling through 
the departments of ancient La Vendee, for the purpose 
of exciting the inhabitants to insurrection, by spread- 
ing false intelligence and alarming reports, distributing 
incendiary writings and seditious signs, keeping male- 
factors in their pay, and carrying on a criminal corre- 
spondence with the factious in different parts of France ; 
that these agents of disorder are going about with im- 
punity under the disguise of beggars, pedlars, hunters, 
travellers, &c. &c. ; that they pass everywhere without 
the least obstacle, and enter even the cottages of the 
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poor to enlist them in the rebel bands:— it is neces- 
sary to adopt measures for defeating the culpable pro- 
jects of the enemies of the government ; and it also 
behoves us to redouble our zeal and activity in sup- 
porting the civil and judicial authorities, and to exercise 
the greatest vigilance in order to detect the machina- 
tions of those promoters of riot and disorder. J have 
therefore to request that you will give orders to all your 
commanders of cantonments^ to search and examine with 
the greatest severity all strangers found travelling 
through the country ; such as cannot give a satisfactory 
account of their presence at the place where they may 
be founds are to be forthwith sent before the nearest 
civil or judicial authority, which will adopt such mea- 
sures regarding them as may be advisable. 

You will appreciate, Sir, the full importance of these 
measures under existing circumstances; and, to leave 
no pretence for malevolence to calumniate ouj inten- 
tions, by asserting that we are acting illegally, you will 
direct your commanders of cantonments to use great 
discretion in executing these orders, applying them to 
individuals only whom they suspect of being vagabonds, 
or who may give reasons for supposing that, being 
strangers to the country, they are travelling through 
it with evil intentions. 

I beg you will communicate this letter to the civil 
and judicial authorities of the military district under 
your command, in order to obtain their advice upon 
the best means to be used in the interest of the national 
cause, and for the good of the service. I have/ &c. 
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Xu. \'. 

TO LIKl'TENANT COLONEL PARTS OF TIIK ,'^2nD, COM- 
MAN1)EU-IN-('IIIKF OF THE MILITARY DISTRICTS OF 
ANCENIS AND CHATEAUBRIAND. 

May 28tli. 
I liiive received your letter of tlie 22iid, dated Saiiit- 
Mars-La-Jaille, in uliicli vou inform me that, during 
several days, you have in vain pursued the bauds sup- 
posed to be in the f<>re>ts. They are perhaps very 
snug in the villa-xes of the country in which they were 
seen ; for we must now admit that a jireat portion of 
the population is formed into bands, and that, although 
they have remained inotfeuiive till now, notwithstand- 
iu<i their beiiitx armed, thi'V are beiiinninix to lift up 
their heads and assume a hostik* altitude. The cow- 
vrcitrs, or in other words the bunds, are always the 
same; and they find refuLie amonix the inhabitants, 
because a considerable mnnber of the latter are in the 
secret, and those among them who are ])atriots are too 
cowardlv to dare to make the least revelaticm. Thus, 
my di-ar Colonel, we shall h.ive t«> encounter the armed 
popnliition, and it seems they are only waiting for an 
opportunitv to rise. Our enemies are everywhere, we 
see them (Liily without knowing them, and they will, 
they say, try their strength with us. 

In this part of the country, we have been upon the 
alert for some days ])ast, because they have had the 
address to sprea.d a report that they intended to make 
iin attack upon divers ])oints ; but it further appears 
that their i^lans want unitv. Our beinL^ so scattered 

I • « 
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gives them great hopes. They would willingly force 
some of our smaller Cantonments ; bnt^ being uncertain 
of success^ and fearful that a check would prove of 
great disadvantage to their cause^ they dare not yet 
attempt such a ooup-de-main. No doubts if their 
first efforts were successful^ we should soon have a 
general rising. 

It is therefore necessary to keep your attention di- 
rected towards the cantonments^ and let the comman- 
ders of them be always ready to act on the first signal. 
Let them exercise the strictest vigilance, and those 
nearest together take measures for coming to each 
other's assistance. Let them have a point of central- 
ization so as to form a mass, and thus ofiTer a more 
compact resistance ; and, in the event of their encoun- 
tering an overwhelming force, let them fall back upon 
the general point of union indicated by the chief in 
command. You will determine this point according 
to circumstances, in order to have all your forces under 
your hand. 

I even presume that these arrangements have been 
already made, and that nothing now remains but to 
remind the commanders of cantonments of them. 

You must, however, be aware, my dear Colonel, 
that it would be wrong to persevere in the occupation 
of any particular cantonment, if such occupation were 
attended with danger. After having retired from it, 
you might again occupy it should circumstances 
change. 

From what I have here stated, you must be sen- 
sible that the forces at your disposal must, at the 
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same time that they put down the armed bands, serve 
to reinforce and support the cantonments in case of 
need. I have^ 6v:c. 



No. VI. 

CIRCULAH TO THE ro.MM ANDANTS OF MILITARY 

Dis'i'Rirrs. 

May '2nth. 

From the observations daily made to me by the 
Lioutenant-Gi'neral respectini: the great facib'ty pos- 
sessed by tlie Chouans of esca}>iTiLr from the troops in 
pursuit of tliem, by takiut:; refuse in cliateaux, or coun- 
try-bouses, which they ct-iisidcr iiiviidable asylums on 
account of tlie ditliculty, at a monuMit of crisis, of pre- 
vailing uj)ou a judicial otlicer or a maire to legalize 
])V his presence the entrance of soldiers into such 
liouses, l)e has deemed it his duty to apjdy for orders 
to the war minister, from whom lie has received the 
following itistructinus, which I lose no time in trans- 
mitting to vou : 

The mini>ter states '' that, aircording to the provi>ions 
of art. 48 of the code d'instructitm criminelle, otlicers 
of iiendarmerie are also othcers of rujlice assistinj^ the 
Procureur du Hoi, and niay, in all cases where the 
parties are taken in the act of commission (same code, 
art. 4l>) perform every act within the com])etency of 
that mauistrate. Amoni; such acts are domiciliary 
visits in houses presumed to contain individuals pro- 
ceeded aizidnst as having been detected in Jhvj^rantc 
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delicto (same code art. 14). Thus^ the detachments 
sent in pursuit of malefactors or rebels may legally 
enter the houses in which such individuals may have 
sought refuge, whenever such entrance shall be le- 
galized by the presence of an officer of gendarmerie, 
and on the condition that such officer forthwith re- 
ports his proceedings to the Procureur du Roi" 

Thus you see. Sir, how advantageously this power 
may be employed in repressing the brigandage with 
which the country is infested, since your troops may 
penetrate into the sanctuaries of the rebels on being 
accompanied by an officer of gendarmerie ; and you can 
direct your commanders of detachments to claim the 
presence of the nearest officer of that arm. 

I have the honour, &c. 



No. VII. 



TO THE CHEP.DB-BATAILLON COUlfANDING THR 
DISTRICT OF MACHECOUL. 

May 31st. 
If, in pursuance of the instructions I have already 
given, you have not yet concentrated your troops, pray 
do so forthwith. The points to be occupied in your 
district are, Machecoul, Leg^, and St. Philibert. It 
is upon these points that the brigades of gendarmes 
nearest to you are to fall back. I cannot urge you too 
strongly to impress upon your officers that, in these 
cantonments, they are to guard each other mt/i/atrf- 
tnent. This disposition will last till further orders. 



3(j6 APITADIX. 

The communes left without troops must !)e patient. 
It behoves the patriots to sliow what they can do, and 
to procure resources in each h)cality. Let tlie national 
]2uard be assembled and send out pUroles ; its own 
security and that of the ])roperty of its members depend 
u])on this. The period is rather critical, but it is in 
such moments that true patriots are known, and that 
the greatest exertions are to be made. 

As we are on tlie eve of great events : hold yourself 
in readiness, and be ui)on your guard. Order your 
horrible forest of Machecoul to be exj)lored at different 
hours, and on different days, and K*t me know the least 
thing that occurs. 1 hnve. Sec. 



No. VIII. 
Gknekal, June 1st. 

It seems that our enemies, notwithstanding the check 
they have just received, as well by the Aiilure of their 
attempt in the south, and in the several departments 
of the west, as by the important discovery of tlieir 
plans in their voluminous correspondence, are not less 
dis})o.>ed to try their fortune, and make use of all the 
means they have provided by attaching numerous par- 
tisans to their cause. Vou must have felt convinced of 
this on reading their corresjxindence, especially that of 
the duchess, dated La Vendee, IMay IHth. She ex- 
pects that her friends will employ all their means to 
make her cause triumph. I entreat you. General, to 
emidoy also all your means to defeat her plans. Do 
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not lose an instant in uiging the prefect to make an 
appeal to the national guards and mobilize as many of 
them as possible. Let this be done at Nantes from this 
▼ery day ; there is much goodwill there, and a mobiliza- 
tion is already expected. Ck)nvert Vendean huntsmen 
into cavalry and infEintry ; let us turn our attention to 
the points of Ancenis, where we have artillery — Paim* 
boeuf, where there is a depot of gunpowder — and Maebe« 
coul. These appear to be the points which the rebels 
will first attack, so &r as I have been able to make out 
from the seized correspondence. I am assured that at 
this very time, there is a great assembly of rebels 
in the neighbourhood of St. Mars-la-Jaille, &c That 
country is very rotten. There is also another in the 
environs of Chapelle-sur-Erdre, and on the opposite 
bank of the river. This is M. de Laubepin's country, 
which may lead us to conjecture that Ancenis is to be 
the point of attack. 

Our enemies are numerous. General ; we must like- 
wise endeavour to crush them by numbers. We have 
resources, and must make them available. Moreover, if 
these preparations were not necessary, they would 
nevertheless produce the best possible results, if they 
only alarmed our enemies and made them shrink back 
into their shells. Permit me to offer you reflections 
suggested by zeal and long experience. I think 
the most important thing would have been to have 
marched yesterday in three columns upon La Vendee : 
the first from Maine-et-Loire, the second from Loire- 
inferieure, and the third should have been taken from 
the country itself, that is to say, from Bourbon- Vendee. 
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By means of a general battue, all the chateaux through- 
out the country would have been searched; alarm 
would have been raised in all parts of it> every pro- 
ject of meeting of the legitimatists would have been 
defeated, and perhaps a valuable capture might have 
been made. The duchess must be somewhere in the 
country, constituting the centre of operations of her 
party. Who knows whether she would not have fallen 
into our hands ; and so important a capture would have 
at once paralyzed the civil war. The princess will get 
on horseback — do not doubt it, and we must be pre- 
pared for every event. 

I have given orders for all the troops to be cen- 
tralized, and the isolated brigades of gendarmes to 
retreat upon the points occupied, which are near them. 
I have likewise ordered the district forces to con- 
centrate upon Nantes, should circumstances render it 
necessary. 

Another measure to be adopted would be to secure 
all those individuals at Nantes who went out to join 
the bands and returned ; all of them are known ;-^ 
further, to search every house inhabited by individuals 
notorious for their Carlism, and who have openly de- 
clared hostility to the present government. What have 
we to expect, if we stand upon ceremony with such 
persons? 

I close my long letter, by intreating you to take 
my remarks into consideration, and as you know my 
intentions, I hope you will not take it amiss that I 
have offered you my opinion. 

I have, &c. 
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No. IX. 

TO THE CHBP-DB-BATAILLON OF THE 29tU, GOlf- 
IfANDINO THE MILITARY DISTRICT OP CLI880K. 

June 3rd, 1832. 

As it may happen that to-day and to-morrow may 
pro^e stormy, I cannot nrge you too strongly to be 
upon your guard, as a serious attack may be made. 
If the case were urgent, Vallet must fall back upon 
you, and Louroux upon Nantes. As I give notice of 
this disposition to the commander at Vallet, it will be 
needless for you to send him orders on the snbject. 

You will retreat upon Nantes, if you are forced to 
do so. It is perfectly understood that this is not to 
take place till the last extremity. I doubt its ever 
coming to that ; but as we must provide against every 
thing, it costs nothing to determine upon our plans. 
You will recommend to your commanders of canton- 
ments to bum cartridges, but likewise vigorously to 
use the bayonet, if those rascals appear: above all, 
no prisoners. You will send me to-morrow a summary 
list of the men present in each cantonment ; also the 
conilition of your cartridges, and the number each man 
has at his disposal. 

I depend entirely upon you for taking every measure 
that circumstances require, and to which you may be 
forced to recur. I have, &c. 



2b 
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No. X. 

TO THE LIKl'TENANT-COLONEL < OM3IANDER-IN-C1IIEF 
OF THE MILITARY DISTRICTS OF ANCENIS AND 
CHATEAUBRIAND. 

June 3rd. 

From what the chef-de-hatailhm C'onty states to me, 
you were, iminciliately on your return, to have occupied 
the points indicated, viz. Derval, (^hateaubriand, and 
St. Julien de Vouvantes. I find the first of these 
points rather too far distant fnnn Chateaubriand, which 
is the j)ivot of your operations ; but I believe its 
occupation to be important. 

Accordin<^ to the instructions I gave you relative to 
tlic retreat wliicli each commander of cantonment 
might effect, should he be forced back, Derval would 
fall back upon you, and so would St. Julien de Vou- 
vantes, and you under similar circumstances would 
fall back upon Nantes. 

I trust we shall not come to this extremity, but as 
it is n«,t beyond possibility, it is seasonable to provide 
airainst such emertjencv. Vou will take care to send 
me immediately a summary table of the men composing 
each of your cantonments, the number of cartridges 
you possess, and the number placed at the disposal of 
each man. 

You will join an account of the instructions you have 
given, according as circumstances and locality require. 
It is thoroughly understood that the cai^onments are 
not to be abandoned until cartridges have been burnt. 
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and that the moment the rebels appear they are to be 
^fallen upon with the bayonet without caring for their 
numbers, 

I hope you have made some use of your national 
guard, and mobilized the volunteers. I cannot too 
strongly recommend your directing all your com- 
manders of cantonments to collect the whole of their 
men in one spot, from nightfall till daybreak, either 
in bams or other buildings. During the day, the men 
must always be ready to fedl in, and must be prohibited 
from going far from their cantonments, as I have fre- 
quently observed that they do. 

At the present juncture, my dear Colonel, too much 
precaution cannot be used; for our enemies, though 
they have no idea of succeeding, intend, however, to 
make a last attempt. 

I expect an answer from you by return of the orderly, 
with intelligence of all that may have occurred in your 
district. 



No. XI. 
Gbnbkal, 
In pursuance of the orders contained in your letter 
of this day, I have the honour to report to you the 
particulars of the occurrences in the battalion under 
my command, from the 3rd of June up to this day. 

In the night of the 3rd to the 4th, about eleven 
o*elodc, a band of Chouant appeared at Ghapellfr-Basae* 
Mer, whither^Lieutenant Oeorge, who had veeeived 
inthnatien ef this meetiiig, sent a detachment of ^vrty 

2b2 
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men under the command of Sub-Lieutenant Rudent. 
The rebels liavlnir run away on the first chiillenire, a few 
sliots were tired at them. One Sinioneau, an inhabitant 
of ("iia])elle-liasso-^Ier was struck with a ball, an«l died 
tm llic sj)«>t. It has also bi'in ascertained that another 
individual of the same burLili, named liedureau was 
MouiuU'd. 

Lieutenant (ieorixo ])roceedod in jierson to ('hapelle- 
liasse-Mer with the remainder of his forces, and reached 
this ])lace at four in the nuirninji; ; hut all was tliiMi over. 

On the ith, at seven (/clock in tlie morninji, I re- 
ceived notice that the tccsin had been sounded in the 
communes of l^allct, Monnicres, !iMaisdon, and St. 
Lumine, and tliat the rel)t'ls were assendjlinii" at I^Jai>- 
don. ILivin;^' sent tr» ascertain the fact, I dispatched 
the ccnupany of «;rena(liers. the second centre company, 
and four gendarmes, under the command of Caj)tain 
(jiamarcld of the ;;renadiers, wilh orders to march U]) 
to the rebels and ;itt.ick' thmi \^Mrndy. This fu'st 
Ciduuui ^\•as eh)>elv followed l)\' a second of about a 
hundred men, which arrived when the brigands were 
already in flight. 

This affair being already known to you, I have 
thought that the above ])articulars would now be suf- 
ficient for your information. A Serjeant of grenadiers 
was woundi.'d on enteriuir i\Iaisdon. 

The com])anies which liad gone to St. Phiiibert by 
your orders, m)t having returned to Aigrefeuille till 
the ()lh, at ten o'clock in the morninii;, at eleven I set 
off with my detachment, ])as.Ning through ^laisdon, 
where I liad been informed there ^vas powder conceal- 
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ed at the house of the Cure. And in fact when I 
went thither^ he delivered up to me, with a good grace, 
about thirty- five pounds of fine powder, together with 
some lint and bandages, the whole contained in two 
small bags which he had carried to a place a quarter 
of an hour's walk from his house, in order that he might 
not get himself into trouble, and which he declared had 
been left in his court-yard, but he knew not by whom. 
This powder has been sent to Nantes. 

Same day, 6th, in the morning, M. Pinson, Adjutant- 
Major, having been informed that the rebels were 
assembling at La Penissiere de la Cour, a species of 
chateau belong to the commune of La fiernadi^e 
(Vendee), situated a league and half from Clisson, 
and intended to disarm the national guard at Cugan 
and La Bruffiere, sent thither a detachment of forty-five 
infantry and two gendarmes. This detachment not 
being strong enough to surround the habitation, which 
stands in the middle of a vast garden, a gendarme was 
dispatched for reinforcements, and immediately other 
detachments, forming together ninety men, were sent to 
the assistance of the first, which, but for the arrival of 
M. Lesueur-Lenit, who had forty men with him, would 
have been forced to fall back-— for armed peasants were 
arriving from all parts of the country, who stopped 
only on perceiving that they were too late to act. 

On my arrival at Clisson, about half past three in 
the afternoon, I was informed of what was passing. I 
gave the men only the time necessary for taking oflT their 
knapsacks, and then marched them oflT in dottble*qiiick 
time to La Penissiere de la Cour, where a brisk fire of 
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musketry was going on. The troops were alreadj in 
possession of the garden and the court-yard, and poit 
of the house had been set on fire. Some of the Chonans, 
who had attempted to escape from the flames, were 
lulled in the garden and the meadow contignous; 
others succeeded in escaping. According to the list o£ 
killed and burned made out next morning, about twenty 
were discovered who, from their dress and appearance, 
seemed to be persons of distinction. It is belieTed 
there was a priest among them, for a cassock was 
found in the house. The number of indiTidoals in 
the house is not yet exactly known, but it is believed 
to have been about fifty. It is also thought that some 
are buried under the ruins, but this cannot yet be 
ascertained, for the fire is still burning. 

On reaching the chateau I ordered the chaige to be 
beat, when the soldiers in emulation of each other rushed 
into the house. At this moment three men were killed 
by some Chouans who had taken refuge in a dark place. 
This exasperated the soldiers, who, seeing the im* 
possibility of taking these wretches prisoners, without 
running the greatest risks, could no longer be kept 
back, and in a moment the whole house was in a blaae. 
The brigands were so determined, that during the 
action they kept shouting ** Death to them !" '' Henry 
V. for ever !" and they played airs upon bugles, no 
doubt as a signal for assistance. 

The conduct of every soldier present is deserving ef 
the highest praise. Our brave fellows oan only be 
accused of too great ardour, which is the reason why «o 
many of them were put hors-de-combat. There were 



APPENDIX. 375 

lour killed and ten wounded^ all beloogiiig to my bat« 
talion. 

I must not omit to inform you that in this action 
the gendarmes displayed great seal and courage ; and 
that the national guard of Ciisson equally distinguished 
itself. 

On the 8th, a detachment of sixty men, twenty of 
whom belonged to the national guard, under the com* 
mand of Captain Roch of the national guard, as localist, 
and seconded by Sub-Lieutenant GroisiUes of my own 
regiment, proceeded to the village of La Hautiere, in 
which they were informed that some Chouan chieft 
had taken refuge, with the intention of forming a fresh 
band. Several individuals having fled on the approach 
of this force, some shots were fired at them, but with- 
out doing any execution. The village being surround- 
ed, a Chouan was perceived by some grenadiers who 
ran to seixe him. He fired, but luckily wounded no 
one, and in a moment he fell covered with bayonet 
wounds. It is presumed that his name was Bascher.* 

This affair, without being of great importance, must 
nevertheless have prevented a meeting of the rebels, 
and struck terror into the whole country. 

I had forgotten to state. General, that on the 5th, 
Captain Oeofifroy, commanding officer at Valleti being 
informed that there was a band of Ghouans in the neigh- 
bourhood of Chapelle-Hulin, led a detachment thither. 
And, indeed, some armed individuals were seen ran- 
ning away as fast as their legs could carry them. A 
few men, sent forward as tirailleun, fired about 

* It was M. Bascher. 
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fiftoea shots at them, killing two of the Chouans and 
wounding a third. The detachment^ seeing the coast 
clear, returned to Vallet. Although this action was 
trifling, I have thought it my duty to report it to you. 

Though Lieutenant George, commanding officer at 
Louroux, took no share in the actions of the 4th and 
6th, he did not remain idle. I have this day receiyed 
a letter from him, in which he informs me that, by the 
imposing attitude he has assumed, he has succeeded in 
preventing the bands from increasing their strength in 
his neighbourhood, and that on the night of the 13th 
he arrested Messrs. de Landemont, and Landaia-Car- 
diniere, both of whom must now be in the prison of 
Nantes. The former, who was the promoter of the 
revolt at St. Julien, was taken with three pistols, a 
dagger, and some spare balls ; the other had formed 
part of the band of La Vincendiere, and was charged 
with directing the march. 

I have already given you an account of the capture 
of six horses; but lest my report should not have 
reached you, I here repeat the particulars. 

Being informed, on the 8th, that some peraoni un- 
known had gone to the farm of La Settiere, in the 
commune of St. Cr^pin (Maine-et-Loire), with six 
horses, begging that they might be placed in the 
stable; that the farmer, fearful of comnutting him- 
self, had refused to take charge of them ; and that they 
had been turned into a meadow near that farm, the 
said unknown persons refusing to state to whom these 
horses belongedj— 'I sent thither a detachment under 
the command of un officer, who, finding the horses there 
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according to the information received^ broaght them to 
me at CHsson. Among them I thought I recogniBed 
the horse ridden by M. Dudor^ when he was taken to 
Nantes. 

On reporting this capture to Lieutenant-Oeneral 
SolignaCj at the same time that I reported it to your- 
self, I received orders from the Oeneral to send the 
horses to Nantes^ where, as I have been since in- 
formed, they were placed among those belonging to the 
gendarmes. 

I enclose you the situation of my battalion, together 
with my report from the 11th to the 15th instant. 

I have the honour, &c. 

Oboros, 
Chef-de-bataillon in the 29th R^t. 



No. XIL 



THIBTY-8KG0ND RSOIMBNT OF INFANTRY OF THB 

LINB. 

Extract from an inventory made on the 4th of July 
1832, by M. Bizeul, notary at Blain> serving to esta- 
blish the state of the chateau of Carheil, and of all the 
furniture and moveable effects contained in the said 
chateau and its appurtenances. The inventory afore- 
said being acknowledged exact, and signed by Cap- 
tain Fatott of the 5dth regiment of the line, was de- 
livered to the several commanders of detachments of 
the 32nd regiment of the line, which successively oc- 
cupied this chateau. Thus, on the departure of the 
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32Qd, the officer oommanding it haniig demanded a 
ceEtificale lor the discharge of hia reapeaaihiiity, the 
MarahioneBS de Coialin delivered to him the followiag: 
''I the undersigned, proprietor of the chateau of 
Gorfaeil, do hereby certify that the articlea oontained 
in the present inventory have been neither soiled nor 
damaged ; that the whole property, gardens, fruit, and 
vegetables have been respected; that the troops be- 
haved very well the whole time they were upon the 
estate, and I have no complaint to make against them 
from the said day on which the inventory was taken, np 
to the present time. 

'' Carheil, October 31st, 1832. 

" (Signed) Thb Marghionbss db CoisiaN*" 
A true copy of the above certificate. 
The members of the eventual Council of Administration. 

Chapentier, Divivibr, 

Captain, acting Major. Colonel President. 

Pbrriot. Jbanson. 
collette, 
Military sub-intendant. 



No. XIII. 

LETTER TO THB MARQUIS DB C0I8LIN, 

In sympathetic ink. 
General, 
I have this instant received letters from La Vendee 
from a good source. It is but too true that the chiefs 
have been base enough to refuse Madame their as- 
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■ivtuioe, and thai to her very face. Her oonduet is 
heroic : she says that, having implicated ao many per- 
sons in her cause, she will share their &te, and not 
leave France. My young friend wishes to go and make 
known to her our good intentions. He would under- 
take this mission. General, if it met with your appro- 
bation. In the present state of things, I think you 
cannot do otherwise than send an officer of your corps- 
d'armee to Madame. Inviolable and respectful attach- 
ment. 



No. XIV. 

Draft of a Note which seems to have been addressed to 
the Marquis db Ck>i8LiN, signed R. It is written 
in sympathetic ink. 

Being unable to judge of the real state of public 
feeling, I have not, as may well be supposed, given 
orders which might not have been executed, but only 
notices, in order that our friends, being warned in time, 
might guard against the measures of our adversaries, 
and put themselves, for the public advantage, in the 
most powerful situation possible. The orders have 
been misunderstood; they were too minute and too 
lengthy. For the moment, we ought to confine our- 
selves to making known that Madame is on the French 
soil. 

Signed R. 
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No. XV. 

LKTTKK TO TIIK MARQUIS 1)K COISLIN. 

^I. Loi IS Rknaud, 

(This name was written in pencil.) 

Gknkral, 
I have this instant received the counter-order; I 
am sending every where in great diligence ; I despatch 
expresses to the same phices, and I write every thing 
in duplicate. It is a great misfortune, and will cool 
the zeal of many ; but I am bound to oheif. Prav let 
me be kept acquainted with every thing in the letters 
you write to me, and write in cJia ink, on account of 
the [iroccss. Respectful attachment. 



No. XVI. 

Letter from Leroux to the IMarquis ue Coislin, 

In sympathetic ink. 
General, 

I have just received the report of the division which 
I have the honour to command, and I lose no time iii 
(lL'S])atcliing it to you. The counter-order has reached 
every body, every where ; only l^'t us provide our- 
selves with every thing. l^roelamatioiis have been 
sent to Nantes. I persist, General, in considering 
this counter-order a misfurtuno. VV^e should every 
where have taken the liberals by surprise, and our 
men, all of them ready, were tilled with the greatest 
ardour, and now their ardour and their conrideiice 
<ire both diniinished. I can do nothinj:: unless I have 
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three or four days notice. I had all my men under 
my hand ; these brave fellows obeyed me like a regi- 
ment ; now they are afraid of being deceived. I will 
beg of you. General^ at least to acquaint Madame and 
Monsieur le Marechal, with the preparations I had 
made. The officers who have agreed to serve under 
me particularly request I will state that they were ready 
to obey, and regret that the moment^ to all appearance 
80 favourable, has been let slip. Eespectful attachment. 

Signed, Lbroux. 
P. S. This ink is too greasy, and may be seen. I 
think lemon juice much preferable. If you wish for 
a better kind of ink, I can send you some. 



No. XVII. 

Letter from the Marquis de Coislin addressed to 
his son Adolphe, Trrribn, Leroux, &c. &c. in- 
forming them that the assumption of arms is fixed 
for the 3rd to the 4th of June. (See the order in 
the text.) 

I send you, dear N , a copy of the order which I 

have just received from Madame. You will there per- 
ceive that the assumption of arms is fixed for the 3rd 
to the 4th of June ; that is to say, for Monday next. 
You will therefore make your preparations, and issue 
your orders, so that the insurrection may take place 
everywhere at the same time. You will do, for the 
present, whatever you think for the best, and according 
to what you may agree upon. 

Yours entirely, Rbnaud. 
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No. XIX. 

LETTEB FROM CHABRJBTTB TO M. P. 

Sir, May 29th, 1832. 

My travellizig companion has directed me to infoim 
you how grateful he feels for your kind offers of service. 
You may, therefore, place the sum you have mention- 
ed, in the hands of his advocate Guibourg, who will 
give you a receipt for the same. He further directs 
me to assure you, that he has always depended upon 
your assistance to insure the success of his under- 
taking, the result of which, by no means doubtful I 
trust, will be known in the course of a few days. 
Hold yourself therefore in readiness, you and yours, to 
uphold interests so precious. 

I am with distinguished consideration, 

Sir, your obliged servant 

Oaspard. 

lbtter from m. p. without a datb. 

Your note has just reached me. At eleven o'clock 
I start for our meeting, appointed to take place at La 
Croix-de-la-Malliere. At one, we are to be at the 
small down of La Barbotiere ; at three we are to take 
up a position in the neighbourhood of Bresson, and 
there wait for further orders. It is thought that on 
Tuesday we shall march upon Lege. Kind greetings 
to our firiend who is at your house* 
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Note (hand-writing unknown) addressed to the Marquis de Coislin by one of his Field- 
Officers^ containing the division of several Communes on the right bank of the Loire 
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Le Temple 
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